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Abstract

Marginalia has a special position in the visual culture of Iran. We see the presence of this visual element in
all works of art. including relief motifs, pottery and metal vessels, carpets, clothing, textiles, architecture and
decorations related to it such as tiling and especially in the art of book design in Iran. Marginalization in
Iranian works of art has an independent identity and various functions in different periods of development.
The purpose of this research is to achieve the aesthetic capabilities of marginalia in the book-arrangement
tradition of the Islamic era of Iran, and especially in the book-arrangement art of the Ilkhanid, Timurid and
Safavid periods, and it seeks to answer the following question by adaptive examining the marginalia in the
book-arrangement tradition of the Ilkhanid, Timurid and Safavid periods: What aesthetic features can be
identified? This research is fundamental in terms of its purpose and was carried out with a adaptive-analytical
approach, as well as the collection of information through documentary and library methods. The results of
the research indicate that Marginalia is an aesthetic concept and an important element of Iranian art, derived
from its philosophical principles and thoughts, rooted in Eastern beliefs and worldview. Among these
concepts and indices, creating a safe space, highlighting the subject and emphasizing it and directing the
viewer's gaze inwardly into the frame were noted. Evaluating the characteristics of this visual element, we
discovered the artist's adherence to principles such as squared shape ominousness, hierarchical principle, and
adherence to a specific color system, all of which are aesthetic principles of Iranian art. The aim of using
these principles has been to better present the artwork, prepare the viewer's gaze for entry into the main text,
create a space for visual calm and silence, and act as a mediator and connector between the viewer and the
artwork.
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Introduction

Iranian visual culture encompasses various elements and components that distinguish it clearly from other
cultures. Marginalia is one of these components with a prominent role in Iranian cultural tradition, including
supplementaty elements and interior decorations in architecture, pottery, carpets, and clothing. Moreover, it
has persisted in the tradition of book art and illustration. In Islamic-era book art, Marginalia were considered
essential alongside the main text, serving as an introductory gateway to the primary text. Scribes and
illuminators divided the pages of manuscript copies proportionally between the text and the Marginalia, each
having a mutually related yet independent identity. Regarding decoration and type of illustration, the
Marginalia had apparent autonomy but were subservient to the text. In book arts, Marginalia sometimes took
the form of decorative arrays, including illumination, tasheir, marbled motifs, while at other times manifested
as lines, grids, and frames surrounding the main (visual and written) text. When we speak about the margin,
we mean that there is definitely a "text", a text that is vast and encompasses the whole. Just like when we
enter the courtyard from the temple. In other words, reading the text is based on the aesthetics of the margins.
To use the margins around the text, special knowledge and aesthetics are needed because their placement
should not harm the surrounding space and also visually they should be in their correct place. In a sense, the
margin is the starting point of the audience's relationship with the work, and it has features such as
familiarization, visibility, and invitation. Marginalia is basically one of the most important elements of an
artwork. The border is considered a part of the work of art, which has an identity, role and function along
with the text, and can have a concept and inspire the thought and culture of people or a nation. The purpose
of this research is to achieve the aesthetic capabilities of marginalia in the book-arrangement tradition of the
Islamic era of Iran, and especially in the book-arrangement art of the Ilkhanid, Timurid and Safavid periods,
and it seeks to answer the following question by adaptive examining the marginalia in the book-arrangement
tradition of the Ilkhanid, Timurid and Safavid periods: What aesthetic features can be identified?

Materials and Methods

This research is basic in terms of purpose, has a descriptive-analytical approach, and uses a documentary and
desk method of data collection. The statistical population consists of prominent works of illustration from
the Tabriz Ilkhanid, Herat Timurid, and Tabriz Safavid schools. Five samples of works from these eras,
namely the Demotte Shahnameh, Baysunghur Shahnameh, Saadi's Bustan, The Shahnama of Shah Tahmasp,
and Khamsa of Shah Tahmasp, were selected purposively for analysis, totaling 20 works.

Results

after reviewing theoretical discussions, marginalization in 20 views of Shahnameh of Demut, Bustan Saadi,
Shahnameh of bayesankari, Shahnameh of Tahmasbi and Khamsa Tahmasbi was analyzed and examined
based on 5 aesthetic indicators. The results of the studies indicated that marginalization is an aesthetic concept
and one of the important elements of Iranian art, which has always been considered and used throughout
the history of this land and in its various periods, and is also taken from the principles and ideas of the ruler
and the mystic, and is rooted in Eastern beliefs and worldviews. These concepts and indicators include
creating a safe haven, highlighting and emphasizing the subject, and focusing the viewer's gaze inside the
frame. Also, by examining the characteristics of this visual element, we found the artist's adherence to
principles such as the principle of the syntax of education, the hierarchical principle and following a specific
color system, all of which are the aesthetic principles of Iranian art and the purpose of using them is to make
the work look better, to prepare the audience's gaze to enter the main text, to create a space for visual stillness
and silence and to connect the viewer's gaze and the work.

Discussion

In a general definition, it can be stated that all arts have benefited from specific boundaries in the space
surrounding the work or image surface, which is generally referred to as the frame or frame of the image.
While the frame lines are considered part of the marginalia, and marginalia refers to all decorations around
the main text, including illumination (Islamic and Khatai motifs), inscriptions, relief work, gold-plating, table
lines, and frames. In the book art of the Islamic era, the margin was considered the most important indicator
after the text. In fact, the margin was an entrance to the main text. In most cases, the margin is considered a
decorative frame. However, margin has a different and broader meaning than frame. The margin is essentially
one of the most important elements of a work of art. The margin is considered a part of the work of art that,
along with the text, has an identity, role, and function, and can have a meaning and inspire the thought and
culture of people or a nation. Margin size has a direct impact on the readability, color, and visual appeal of a
page. If the margin is too wide, the text will appear lighter, while a narrow margin will make the page feel
heavier, denser, and more difficult to read. In the art of book in Iran ,in different periods such as Ilkhanid,
Timurid and Safavid, we witness the presence of this visual element to the extent that marginilia in the Safavid
period became so important in Iran and India that it emerged as an independent field in book art, and artists
painted the margins of pages. They put their artistic platform and beautifully decorated the margins of books
and manuscripts. Assigning a margin or a frame to each artwork gives it a form of order and harmony that
human 's creative mind has tended to focus on the area of interest from the beginning.
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Conclusion

Based on the present study, Marginalia is an aesthetic concept and an important element of Iranian art,
derived from its philosophical principles and thoughts, rooted in Eastern beliefs and worldview. Among
these concepts and indices, creating a safe space, highlighting the subject and emphasizing it, and directing
the viewer's gaze inwardly into the frame were noted. Evaluating the characteristics of this visual element, we
discovered the artist's adherence to principles such as the principle of squared shape ominousness,
hierarchical principle, and adherence to a specific color system, all of which are aesthetic principles of Iranian
art. The aim of using these principles has been to better present the artwork, prepare the viewet's gaze for
entry into the main text, create a space for visual calm and silence, and act as a mediator and connector
between the viewer and the artwork. Another result which was obtained is that structurally, the marginalia
has undergone its evolution during three periods, that is, in the Ilkhanate period, the marginalia was only
depicted in the form of colored lines on the table. In the Timurid period, in addition to the colored lines on
the table, a wide, gilded border was added to it, and in the Safavid period, it appeared in the form of colored
lines on the table and a border decorated with animal and plant motifs. Therefore, Marginalia has continued
in the three periods of Tabriz Ilkhani, Herat Timurid, and Tabriz Safavid, and has been considered consistent
with the aesthetic principles of Iranian art and the principle of repeatability, although we witness changes in
the details in these schools.
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Figure 2. Alexander the Great's Battle with the Rhinoceros, Shahnameh of Damut, Tabriz, 8th century AH,
Boston Museum of Fine Arts (collections.mfa, n.d.)
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Figure 3. Part of the picture of Alexandet's battle with the rhinoceros
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Figure 4. Joseph's escape from Zulaykha, Saadi's Garden, by Behzad, Herat, 893 AH, available at Dar al-Kutub,
Cairo, (Azhand, 2008, p.245)
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Figure 5. Part of the picture of Joseph escaping from Zulaykha.
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Figure 6. Zahak being tied up by Fereydun, Shahnameh of Baysanqari, Herat, 9th century AH, Golestan Palace
Museum Library
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Figure 7. Part of the painting depicting the binding of Zahhak by Fereydun
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(metmuseum, n.d.)

Figure 8. The court of Kiyomars, Shahnameh of Tahmasbi, Tabriz, 930 AH, Metropolitan Museum of
Art, New York (metmuseum, n.d.)
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Figure 9. Part of the picture of the Kiumars court
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Figure 10. Sultan Sanjar and the old woman Khamseh Nizami, Tabriz, 10th century AH,
Source: British Libraty (bLuk,n.d)
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Figure 11. Part of the painting of Sultan Sanjar and the old woman
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Table 1. Results of the analysis of the illustrations of the Shahnameh of Damut based on the indicators of the analysis
of the works
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Table 2. Results from the analysis of the paintings of Saadi's Garden based on the indicators of the analysis
of the works
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Table 3. Results of the analysis of Baysanqari's Shahnameh illustrations based on the indicators of the analysis of the
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Table 4. Results of the analysis of the illustrations of Tahmasbi's Shahnameh based on the indicators of
the analysis of the works
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Table 5. Results of the analysis of Khamseh Tahmasbi paintings based on the indicators of the analysis of the works
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Table 6. Results of comparing three historical periods based on the aesthetic components of marginalia
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