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Abstract

The Holy Shrine of Hazrat Masoumeh (PBUH), as one of the most prominent pilgrimage sites in Iran, plays
a key role in shaping the identity of the city of Qom and the spiritual experiences of its pilgrims. Despite the
rich presence of architectural ornaments—including Decorative Coverings (mirror, tile, plaster), symbolic colors
(turquoise, ultramarine, white), motifs (arabesque and geometric), and Quranic inscriptions—Ilimited research has
addressed the influence of these elements on the formation of spiritual memory. This study aims to answer two
fundamental questions: Do the form and visual appearance of ornaments contribute to the creation of spiritual
memory? Which component (Decorative Coverings, color, motif, or inscription) has the greatest impact? The
present research is applied in nature and employs a quantitative approach with a descriptive-analytical design. Data
were collected through library studies and a field questionnaire; the statistical population consisted of 100 pilgrims
and residents adjacent to the shrine, selected through convenience sampling, Data analysis was conducted using
SPSS software. In the descriptive analysis, indices such as mean and standard deviation were used to identify general
patterns. In the inferential analysis, Pearson’s correlation test was applied to determine the influence of each type of
ornament on the perception of spirituality and pilgrim memory. The findings indicate that the visual characteristics
of ornaments have a significant and positive effect on the formation of spiritual memory. From the pilgrims’
perspective, inscriptions are the most effective component in the spiritual dimension of the space; however, spiritual
memory results from the synergy of all four components. The results of this study, while confirming the integrated
nature of spiritual perception in sacred spaces, can provide identity-oriented guidelines for future designs by

emphasizing the harmony between meaning and sensation.
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Introduction

Shiite shrines in Iran, particularly the shrine of Lady Fatima Masumeh (PBUH), have served not only
as pilgrimage centers but also as the foundation for the cultural and spiritual identity of Qom. The city
emerged as the first independent center of Shiism in the mid-second century AH and later became a
prominent jurisprudential hub (Rahmati, 2009, pp. 99-100). The shrine’s architecture, featuring Iranian-
Islamic decorations such as mirror work, mosaic tiles, mugarnas, and Quranic inscriptions, holds a special
place in pilgrims’ spiritual memory. According to Ron (2003), a sacred place is distinguished through
subjective perception and spiritual experiences—experiences involving spiritual states based on personal
receptivity (Eslami et al., 2023, p. 63). Within this framework, decorations serve as media conveying
religious concepts. Although Islamic motifs are abstract and non-narrative, they are rich in symbolic
meanings (Navai & Haji Ghasemi, 2011, p. 274). Previous research has focused mainly on construction
history and decorative styles, largely overlooking pilgrims’ spiritual memory. Given the scarcity of
scientific studies in this area, this paper addresses two questions: Do the formal aspects of ornaments
contribute to spiritual memory? Which component (Decorative Coverings, color, motifs, inscriptions) is

most influential?

Materials and Methods

This applied research employed a quantitative approach with a descriptive-analytical design. Data collection
included library studies and fieldwork (questionnaires). First, theoretical foundations concerning spiritual
experience, sense, memory, and the role of ornaments were reviewed through library sources. Second,
field data on ornaments’ impact on pilgrims’ spititual memory were gathered through direct/indirect
observation (questionnaires) at the shrine of Lady Fatima Masumeh (PBUH) in Qom. Using convenience
sampling, 100 pilgrims (calculated via Cochran’s formula: 95% confidence level, 0.5 success proportion,
10% margin of error) from diverse age, educational, and cultural backgrounds participated. A researcher-
developed questionnaire, based on theoretical frameworks and prior studies, covered demographic
information (age, gender, education, pilgrimage frequency) and specialized items on visual, memorial,
and spiritual perception of ornamental elements (Decorative Coverings, color, motifs, inscriptions). Data
were coded and analyzed using SPSS. Descriptive statistics (means, standard deviations) identified general
patterns, while inferential analysis employed Pearson correlation to determine each ornament type’s effect
on perceived spirituality and memory. Findings were compared with theoretical insights to present a

comprehensive understanding,

Results

Descriptive Statistics

Results indicated that pilgrims’ mean perception scores for all architectural ornament components at the
shrine of Lady Fatima Masumeh (PBUH) exceeded the scale’s midpoint (3). Overall, ornaments were
perceived as favorable and impactful. Among the components, inscriptions ranked highest (M = 3.80),
followed by colors (M = 3.70), Decorative Coverings (M = 3.65), and motifs (M = 3.50). Relatively low

standard deviations suggest convergence among pilgrims’ evaluations.

Correlations Among Components

Pearson correlation coefficients revealed positive, significant relationships among all components, with
intensities ranging from moderate to strong, The highest correlation was observed between Decorative
Coverings and colors, indicating a close perceptual link between these elements. The lowest, yet still

statistically significant, correlation was found between Decorative Coverings and inscriptions.
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These findings suggest that pilgrims perceive architectural ornaments not as discrete elements but as
components of an integrated spatial whole. Such perceptual overlap facilitates a unified spatial experience,
potentially playing an effective role in evoking spirituality and enhancing the durability of pilgrimage

memory.

Discussion

This study aimed to identify the role of architectural ornaments at the shrine of Lady Fatima Masumeh
(PBUH) in shaping pilgrims’ spiritual memory, addressing two main questions: (1) Do the formal features
of ornaments contribute to spiritual memory? (2) Which ornament category (color, motif, inscription,
material) plays the greatest roler Regarding the first question, strong correlations among all ornament
components and their relatively balanced contribution to overall perception indicate that spiritual
memory results from synergy among visual elements. This synergy creates a lasting, sacred spatial image
in pilgrims’ minds, where symbolic colors (turquoise, lapis lazuli, gold), arabesque and geometric motifs,
material textures, and inscriptional content collectively convey an integrated sense of spiritual presence.
This aligns fully with the study’s theoretical model, positioning ornaments at the physical level, spiritual
sense of place at the perceptual level, and spiritual memory at the cognitive-emotional level. Regarding
the second question, “insctiptions” received the highest mean score. Pilgrims petceive inscriptions not
merely as visual elements but as meaningful spiritual addresses—sacred speech that creates a direct

connection with the transcendent, elevating the pilgrimage experience from sensory to spiritual.

Conclusion

Findings revealed that all architectural ornament components at the shrine of Lady Fatima Masumeh
(PBUH)—inscriptions, colors, Decorative Coverings, and motifs—were perceived above the scale
midpoint. Inscriptions ranked highest (M = 3.86), followed by colors (M = 3.70), Decorative Coverings (M
= 3.65), and motifs (M = 3.56). Pearson correlation coefficients indicated positive, significant relationships
among all components, with intensities ranging from moderate to strong, Pilgrims experience ornaments
not as independent elements but as an integrated perceptual unit. This perceptual unity suggests that
spiritual experience results from the synthesis and harmony of elements, not any single component’s
isolated effect. For the first time, this study presents a theoretical model emphasizing the ornament—
spiritual memory relationship, positioning ornaments as a “sensory-semantic language.” Unlike prior
studies focused primarily on symbolic aspects, this research demonstrates that pilgrimage memory
durability results from synergy between visual elements and inscriptional content. Practically, designers
and conservators should consider ornaments not as superficial shells but as conveyors of meaning and
sacred presence, prioritizing the legibility and content quality of inscriptions, which demonstrated the

greatest impact.
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Figure 1. Components of the Spiritual Experience of Pilgrimage
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Figure 2. Components of a spiritual sense of place
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Figure 3. The process of memory formation in place
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Figure 4. The method and process of forming collective memory in place
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Figure 5. Components of the spiritual memory of place
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Figure 6. Classification of Iranian-Islamic architectural decorations
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Figure 7. The role of decorations in forming the spiritual memory of a place
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Figure 10. Descriptive statistics of research components
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