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Abstract

Picturical Falnamas with different images of angles,
demons, animals, prophets, zodiacs and ..., Were a way
of seeing unknown future. Falnamas are notable for their
large scale, bold compositions and unusuall subject
matter. Today, four compilations of these monumental
paintings are known. They include the so-called dispersed
Falnama, created during the reign of the Safavid ruler
Shah Tahmasb (reigned 1524-76); a bound copy,
attributable to the third quarter of the sixteen century and
now in the Topkapi Palace Museum, Istanbul; the so-
called Dresden Falnama collated into a volume in the
eatly seventeenth century; and a copy assembled from
1614 to 1616 by the Ottoman vizier Kalender Pasha
(died1616) for Sultan Ahmad I (reigned 1603-17), now
also in Topkapi Palace collection. The Ahmad | Falnama
is the only such compilation with auguries written in
Ottoman Turkish, the others are in Persian. A careful
analysis of Falnamas content yields invaluable insight not
only into the meaning and function of them as a genre
but also the artistic, religious, politics and cultural context
of Safavid court that encouraged and supportet their
production. The image of “Alexander Builds a Wall
Against Gog and Magog” is mutual in disperesed Falnama
and Topkapi Persian copy. In almost all instances, the
meaning of an omen remains consistent across various
volumes. In two cases, however, identical subject has two
different interpretations. The question is what factor or
factors have caused differences in meanings of omens with
the same subject. The main aim of the present research is
to study the elements of each illustration, which has
caused differences in meaning of omens. This current
study was done through descriptive analysis and it’s data
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gathering was carried out in library method. And
according to the findings, dispersed Falnama focuses on
Alexander the Great- who has been identified with
Zulgarnayn in the Islamic tradition and in Safavid court
Alexander the great has been shown in place of Shah
Tahmasb, in other words Alexander is a symbol of Shah
Tahmasb. Balance and stability of the painting and
inclusion of two prophets seated next to Alexander under
a tent, Khizr and Ilyas who are mentioned in koran as
prophets of guidance in the land of darkness and dish of
pomegranate as a symbol of felicity fortell an auspicious
future for the seeker. Another illustration of Alexander in
the Topkapi persian copy, the text is centersed on the evil
beings Gog and Magog, one of the sign of the
Apocalypse, and warns of dire results. Alexander
supervising the construction of the wall, but without
Khizr and Ilyas, instability, evil beings of Gog and Magog,
koranic verse related to vice of Gog and Magog on the
earth and large scale of demons, all of them causes a bad
omen and fortell extremely evil and forsees instability,
Fear, danger, and debt for the seeker. The two
illustrations exemplify how on rare occasions the same
ostensible subject could signify quite different outcomes.
By shifting emphases and concentrating on different
iconographic elements of the same basic composition, the
meaning and inflection of the augury thus could change,
resulting in an altogether different meaning and, by

extension, prognostication
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Fig. 4: (top right) Alexander Builds Barrier against Gog and Magog, Topkapi
Fallnameh Vetsion, Probably Iran, Between the Years 1569-1570 A.D (Farhad

and Bagci, 2009, p. 34)
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Fig.6: Structure of unbalanced lines in the image (top left)
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Fig.7: Illiteracy rate in the picture (bottom)
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Table 1: Comparison the images of Alexander Builds Barrier against Gog and Magog in two versions of, Topkapi Fallnameh &
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