Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 9:08 +0330 on Friday October 24th 2025

Vol. 8, No.1. 2024: 1-13

gouratof “Islamic Crafts

mm:;:.;m DOI: 10.61186/jic.8.1.215 URL: jih-tabriziau.ir

Original Paper

kS

Semiotic analysis of the formation process of "discursive non-subject
" in the paintings of Ahmad Morshedloo

Vida Ghassemi
PhD Student in Islamic Arts, Faculty of Industrial Arts, Tabriz Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran
Hamidreza Shairi*
Professor, Department of French, Faculty of Humanities, Tarbiat Modares University, Tehran, Iran
Majid Ziace
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Industrial Arts, Tabriz Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran

Abstract

The present study is an attempt to analyze the visual discourse and the semiotic mechanisms of the "non-subject" in Ahmad
Morshedloo's paintings by telying on the discursive semiotics approach, in which meaning is constructed through examining
signs in relation to each other and other discourse elements. The manner of this communication and interaction creates various
discourse systems, which include actional system, tension system, and sensible system. Relying on the visual discourse of
Morshedloo's paintings and its unique visual exptession, using the semiotic analysis method, the article aims to show how the
concept of "non-subject" is formed in the visual discourse of the wotks and the process of production and how it has affected
the reception of meaning. "non-subject" defines a human subject who has lost the ability to evaluate and judge and cannot take
voluntary action. The Research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology and five wotks of Ahmad Morshedloo's paintings
are analyzed. The main purpose of the present study is to answer the following questions: 1. what are the main semio-discursive
components of “non-subject” in visual discourse? 2. What are the major semio-discursive functions of “non-subject” in the
visual discursive system? The findings indicate that formation of discursive “non-subject’ results from the negation of the action
components of the subject, and by creating a negative process through disrupting the order and creating chaos in modality verbs
and through visual measures such as norm avoidance, repetition, and automaticity, faceless in subject, marginalization and threat
of the subject by everyday objects are manifested in the works of Morshedloo. Also by using the semio-discursive components
of "non-subject”, the tense and emotional atmosphere in the visual discourse of the paintings have peaked, and an emotional
and modal subject has been formed with the characteristics of doubt and anxiety.
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