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Abstract

Islamic architecture has long been understood as more than a functional or aesthetic response to human
needs; rather, it constitutes a material articulation of the spiritual, metaphysical, and epistemological principles
of Islam. Rooted in the doctrine of divine unity (Tawhid), Islamic architecture reflects a worldview in which
material form functions as a medium for spiritual awareness, religious meaning, and collective identity.
Among the central concepts shaping this worldview, Dbikr (the remembrance of God) occupies a
fundamental position in Islamic theology, devotional practice, and Sufi mysticism. This study examines the
role of Dhikr as a formative and identity-shaping principle in eatly Islamic architecture, with particular
emphasis on mosque inscriptions and visual—spatial configurations from the first to the fifth centuries AH,
focusing especially on the fifth century AH as a period of conceptual and artistic maturity. In Islamic thought,
Dhikr signifies continuous remembrance of God through verbal invocation, inner contemplation, and
embodied awareness. While Dhikr has often been examined as an individual devotional act, it also operates
collectively and materially, influencing artistic production and architectural form. This research approaches
Islamic architecture as a Dhikr-oriented system, in which remembrance is translated into textual, geometric,
and spatial languages that structure both perception and experience. The central research question
investigates how Muslim architects transformed the metaphysical concept of Dhikr into architectural
expression and how this transformation contributed to the formation of a distinct Islamic architectural
identity. Drawing on theological, philosophical, and mystical sources, the study distinguishes between Dhikr
Jali (manifest or audible remembrance) and Dhikr Khafi (hidden or silent remembrance). Dhikr Jali is
expressed architecturally through Qur’anic inscriptions, Divine Names, and devotional phrases, while Dhikr
Khaff is manifested through repetition, symmetry, thythm, proportional systems, and geometric order. Using
a qualitative, analytical-documentary methodology, ten representative mosque inscriptions dating from the
first to the fifth centuries AH were examined, with particular attention to inscriptions from the fifth century
AH, alongside non-textual architectural elements. The findings demonstrate that Dhikr functions as a
multidimensional organizing principle in early Islamic architecture, shaping aesthetic composition, spatial
hierarchy, and spiritual experience, and playing a decisive role in the formation of Islamic identity.
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Introduction

Dhikr, or the remembrance of God, is one of the most fundamental concepts in Islamic spirituality and culture, occupying
a central position in Qur’anic discourse, prophetic tradition, and Islamic thought. Numerous Islamic scholars and Sufi
thinkers regard Dhikr as the ultimate purpose of human creation and the essence of all acts of worship. Al-Ghazali, for
instance, emphasizes that prayer, Qur’anic recitation, pilgrimage, fasting, and other religious obligations derive their inner
spiritual value from remembrance of God, which is ultimately encapsulated in the declaration of divine unity, ‘“La zaba
illa Allah.” From this perspective, Dhikr is not merely a ritual practice or verbal formula but a comprehensive spiritual

framework that shapes individual consciousness and collective religious life.

Although Dhikr acquired deeper mystical interpretations with the institutionalization of Sufism, it was revered as a
foundational religious, ethical, and cognitive principle from the earliest periods of Islam. Its enduring significance allowed
it to extend beyond personal devotion and become a formative element of Islamic civilization. In architecture, Dhikr
operates as a mechanism for translating abstract metaphysical concepts into material and spatial form, structuring sacred
environments and guiding spiritual perception. Islamic architectural spaces, particularly mosques, thus function not only
as sites of ritual performance but also as environments designed to cultivate continuous remembrance and reinforce

religious identity.

A major limitation in existing studies of Islamic art and architecture is the insufficient integration of theoretical religious
concepts with formal visual and spatial analysis. Many studies approach Islamic architecture primarily through stylistic
classification, historical chronology, or symbolic interpretation, often treating mystical ideas and architectural form as
separate domains. This separation restricts a comprehensive understanding of the spiritual, epistemological, and identity-

forming dimensions of Islamic architecture. The present research argues that Islamic architecture must be analyzed

through a direct and systematic relationship between theoretical concepts—such as Dhikr, unity, order, and harmony:
and architectural form. Such an approach allows for a holistic interpretation of Islamic architectural identity as a

manifestation of Islamic ways of knowing and being.

This study investigates how Dhikr is translated into architectural language in Islamic architecture from the first to the
fifth centuries AH, with particular emphasis on mosque inscriptions of the fifth century AH. This period represents a
stage in which Islamic architectural vocabulary, calligraphic traditions, and theoretical awareness reached a high degree
of coherence and refinement. By examining both textual and non-textual manifestations of remembrance, the research

seeks to clarify the role of Dhikr in shaping the spiritual, visual, and epistemological identity of early Islamic architecture.

Materials and Methods

The present study employs a qualitative, analytical-documentary methodology grounded in historical research, textual
analysis, and architectural interpretation. A wide range of primary and secondary sources related to Islamic theology,
Qur’anic studies, Sufi mysticism, architectural history, and theories of Islamic art were reviewed to establish the theoretical

framework of the research.

Ten representative examples of mosque inscriptions dating from the first to the fifth centuries AH were purposively
selected. Particular emphasis was placed on inscriptions from the fifth century AH, as this period marks the consolidation
of calligraphic styles, epigraphic programs, and architectural symbolism. Selection criteria included the presence of explicit
references to Dhikr, such as Qur’anic verses emphasizing remembrance of God, Divine Names (a~-Asma’ al-Husna), the
shabadah, and phrases associated with glorification and praise. These inscriptions were analyzed in relation to their

architectural context, spatial placement, visual continuity, scale, and interaction with the observer.

In addition to textual analysis, non-textual architectural elements were examined to identify manifestations of Dhikr
Khafi. These elements include geometric and arabesque patterns, ornamental repetition, proportional systems, spatial
hierarchy, rhythm, and the use of light and shadow. By integrating textual and visual analyses, the study explores the
dynamic interaction between spiritual meaning and material form, allowing for a comprehensive understanding of Dhikr

as both a conceptual and architectural principle.
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Results

The analysis demonstrates that Dhikr functions as a multidimensional organizing principle in eatly Islamic architecture,
shaping both physical structure and spiritual experience. In its manifest form (Dbikr Jali), Qur’anic inscriptions and Divine
Names are strategically integrated into architectural surfaces, particularly at focal points such as domes, mihrabs,
entrances, and prayer halls. Inscriptions from the fifth century AH reveal a heightened awareness of spatial rhythm and

visual continuity, creating an immersive textual environment that continuously engages the believer’s perception.

These inscriptions do not function merely as decorative elements or didactic texts; rather, they establish a constant
presence of sacred language that transforms architectural space into a medium of remembrance. The placement,
repetition, and scale of inscriptions guide visual movement and reinforce the perception of divine omnipresence, thereby

contributing to the formation of a collective Islamic identity rooted in shared remembrance.

In its hidden form (Dhikr Kbafi), remembrance is expressed through repetition, symmetry, proportional harmony, and
geometric order. The recutrence of patterns and spatial rhythms generates a visual cadence analogous to the repetitive
structure of verbal Dhikr. Geometric and arabesque designs, particularly prevalent in fifth-century mosques, convey a
sense of infinity, continuity, and unity within multiplicity. The findings indicate that textual and non-textual elements
operate cohesively, transforming architectural space into an experiential field of Dhikr that engages both the senses and

the intellect.

Discussion

The findings suggest that Islamic architectural identity is fundamentally epistemological rather than stylistic. Architectural
form in the Islamic tradition is shaped by ways of knowing rooted in Islamic theology, metaphysics, and spirituality.
Abstraction, repetition, geometry, and textual presence function as metaphysical devices that reflect the centrality of

Tawhid and Dhikr, rather than as purely aesthetic strategies.

The dual manifestation of Dhikr highlights the inseparability of spiritual practice and architectural expression.
Engagement with mosque architecture mitrors the spiritual process of Dhikr itself, guiding the observer from sensory
perception toward contemplative awareness. Inscriptions articulate explicit remembrance, while geometric order and
spatial harmony cultivate silent contemplation. Architecture thus becomes an active participant in religious experience,
reinforcing Dhikr as a central organizing principle in Islamic art and architecture and playing a key role in shaping Islamic

identity, particularly during the fifth century AH.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Dhikr plays a fundamental role in shaping the spiritual, visual, and epistemological identity
of early Islamic architecture. Through the integration of sacred text, geometric order, rhythmic repetition, and spatial
harmony, Islamic architecture materializes abstract metaphysical concepts and fosters continuous remembrance of God.
Mosque inscriptions of the fifth century AH reveal a mature and coherent expression of Dhikr as both a theological

principle and an architectural strategy.

Dhikr can therefore be recognized as a central theoretical foundation of Islamic art and architecture, providing a
framework in which visual beauty, structural coherence, and spiritual meaning are inseparably intertwined. Future
research is encouraged to further explore the relationship between Islamic theoretical concepts and architectural form
across different regions and periods, in order to deepen understanding of the role of spirituality in the formation of

Islamic architectural identity.
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Table 1: Examples of Quranic verses used in Islamic architecture within the scope of the present study
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Table 2: examples taken from prayers that have been used in Islamic architecture in the scope of the present study.
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Table3: examples taken from the tasbihs and tashahhods that have been used in Islamic architecture in the scope of

the present study.
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Figurel: Inscription of the sarkoocheh
mohammadyeh mosque in Nain.

(Madanian Mohamadi, 2016, p. 11)

Figure 2: Resget tower inscription.
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