Vol. 6, No.2. Fall-Winter 2022

Analytic Study of the Motifs and the Possible Origin of the
Appearance of Saroq Skin Rugs with Symbolic Approach

Marziye Hashemi

Master student of handicrafts, Faculty of Handicrafts, Art University of Isfahan, Iran.

GholamrezaHashemi*

Assistant Professor, Department of Handicrafts, Faculty of Handicrafts, Art University of Isfahan

Abstract

Iranian carpets belong to arts in which symbolism plays a
significant role. Some carpets have special usages and features.
Pictorial carpets are included in this category, which are mostly
custom made and are not common carpets. These carpets are
one of the interesting cases that became popular from the
Qajar period, and in addition to aesthetic aspect, they have
special importance from point of view of concepts and
symbols. Sarouk in Central Province is one of regions that is
famous for having high-quality carpets, and one type of these
carpets is pictorial carpet with a dervish theme. Dervish
carpets have a special use and were woven for several
purposes, including honoting dervish leaders such as Noor Ali
Shah; keeping dervish rituals alive and for ceremoniesand so
on. However, from this category, there are a few examples of
carpets called skin rugs from Saroq which are significantly
different from other dervish carpets. These carpets, which are
considered a subset of pictorial carpets are among rarest
species and can provide valuable information about
prominent symbols, period and origin of their creation. The
purpose of this research is analyzing the origin of the
appearance of Saroq skin rugs and analyzing visual symbols
presented in order to discover their connection with Sufism
and Dervish rites and ceremonies. Therefore, the question is
where the possible origin of appearance of these rugs is and
what the relationship between their pictorial symbols and
dervish rituals is. The research method is desctiptive-analytic
and data collection was carried out in a library, so according to
Mitcea Eliade's opinions, symbols in these rugs were
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discussed. The research community included all Saroq skin
rugs, and despite the efforts of authors, only eight of these
samples were found. By examining the examples in Iran and
comparing them with similar cases in other cultures, results
were obtained in two origins, one in the Far Fast (India and
Tibet) and one in the Ottoman Empire which could be
considered in appearance of skin rugs. Oriental origin is most
probable. Because samples of Ottoman rugs are not exactly
similar in appearance to samples found in Sarouk, and if it
were so, the samples should have been found in Tabriz and
nearby areas. While Nizari Shiites of Anjedan, by choosing
Sufi methods and attitudes, caused spread of Sufism in this
region, and their relations with followers of this religion in
eastern lands, especially India, created basis for presence of
skins or skin rugs in this region. Also, usage of symbolic
dervish motifs in this type of rugs can be an indication of ritual
and symbolic use of Saroq skin rugs in dervish ceremonies,
which are more than a floor covering and are used as wall
hangings. According to the research results, traces of common
Hindu and Buddhist rituals in lands of India, Tibet and
surrounding areas can be traced in this carpet.

Keywords: Pictorial carpets, skin rugs, symbolic motifs,
Hinduism, Buddhism, detvish rituals.
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Fig. 1: Map of central province, location of Arak and Sarouk: URL1
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Fig, 2: Shiva sitting on a tiger skin, 1694. (URL3)

Fig. 3: Shiva and Parvati, 17th. (sonoc, 2021, p. 497)
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Fig. 5: A conversation between Mir and Mulla Shah Badakhshi, Fig. 4: Akbar Shah's meeting with Darvish Baba Blas, 1593 (sonoc,
1630(sonoc, 2021, p. 497) 2021, p. 497)
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Fig, 7: Hotan tiger ug, 1880, (sonoc, 2021, p. 497)
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Fig. 6: Tibetan tiger rug, 19th. (sonoc, 2021, p. 497)
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Fig. 10: An example of Detvish's Sardam, (Authors)
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Fig. 11: Skin hanging on the wall in a dervish carpet, 19th, (Ahani. et al., 2017, p122)
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Fig. 12: A monk sitting on a tiger skin, India, 1690 AD. The
Metropolitan Museum, (URL11)

Fig. 13: ascetics sitting on a tiger skin, (URL12)
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Fig. 31: attributed to Siah Qalam, 14th.
Topkapi Museum, (Kadoi, 2007, p. 47)
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Fig. 29: Khaftan short robe, attributed to
Mehmet II, probably 16th. Topkapi Sarai
Museum, (Kadoi, 2007, p. 45)
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