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Abstract

In the traditional wotldview rooted in divine revelation and sacred traditions, both the world (macrocosm)
and humankind (microcosm) are regarded as manifestations of divine truth. This duality forms the principle
of correspondence between the macrocosm and microcosm—a concept that deeply shaped the metaphysical
and artistic foundations of Islamic thought. Iranian miniature painting, as an extension of this spiritual
cosmology, represents not only the outer world but also the inner reflections of the human soul as an image
of divine creation. This study analyzes three selected paintings from the Tabriz II School illustrating Layla
and Majnun from Nizami’s Khamsa, through the lens of Ibn Arabi’s metaphysical principle of
correspondence. Using a qualitative and interpretive method based on textual analysis, observation, and
comparative hermeneutics, this research explores how mystical cosmology informs visual composition,
symbolism, and landscape construction in these miniatures. The findings reveal that landscape elements in
Persian miniature are not mere representations of nature but symbolic reflections of divine unity and spiritual
love. The artist becomes a mirror reflecting the interconnectedness between God, nature, and humankind,
transforming external scenes into metaphysical visions. These paintings, therefore, embody the transmutation
of the visible into the intelligible—an artistic manifestation of Ibn Arabi’s belief that all existence is theophany
(tajalli) of the Divine.
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Introduction

The gente of landscape painting in Persian miniatute art has seldom been studied independently because
landscapes were traditionally considered secondary elements—backgrounds to the main narrative scenes.
However, within Islamic cosmology, nature is more than a physical entity; it is an epiphanic sign of the
Divine. This reseatrch revisits the concept of landscape in Persian miniature not as a mere decorative frame

but as a symbolic and spiritual field reflecting the metaphysical structure of existence.

Drawing on Ibn Arabi’s theory of the macrocosm (al-‘alam al-kabir) and microcosm (al-insan al-saghir), this
study interprets Persian painting as a visual manifestation of the harmony between the human soul and the
universe. Within this vision, every element of the natural world symbolizes divine attributes, and the act of

artistic creation is considered a sacred imitation of divine manifestation.

The Layla and Majnun story—an archetype of mystical love—provides the ideal framework for exploring
how the painter, through landscape and composition, reflects the journey of the soul from multiplicity toward
unity.

Materials and Methods

This study is qualitative and interpretive in nature, based on a causal-analytical methodology that integrates
art-historical observation with philosophical hermeneutics. Data collection relied on direct visual analysis of
three selected miniatures from the Tabriz II School (16th century CE) illustrating Layla and Majnun,

supported by written and electronic scholatly sources. The analysis follows two major steps.

1 .Theoretical exposition of Ibn Arabi’s doctrine of correspondence and his hierarchy of being (the five

divine presences).

2. Application of this metaphysical model to the interpretation of visual symbols, landscape elements, and
compositional structures within the selected paintings. The aim is to demonstrate how the artist’s imagination
operates as a sacred faculty that mirrors divine creation, transforming external landscapes into symbolic
expressions of spiritual realities.

Results

The study finds that Persian miniature landscapes, particularly those from the Tabriz II School, express a
symbolic relationship between human emotion and cosmic order. The three analyzed miniatures—Majnun
in the Desert, Majnun Meeting Salim Ameri, and Majnun at the Threshold of Layla’s Tent—demonstrate

how the landscape acts as a mirror of the protagonist’s inner state «

In Majnun in the Desert by Aqa Mirak, the juxtaposition of autumnal and spring elements symbolizes the
oscillation between despair and spiritual awakening. The harmony among animals sutrounding Majnun
represents the serenity achieved through divine love.

In Behzad’s Meeting of Majnun and Salim Ameri, the barren desert and subdued color palette convey the
mystical states of poverty (faqr) and solitude (khalwat), central to Sufi asceticism.

In Majnun at the Threshold of Layla’s Tent, intertwined trees and radiant skies setrve as metaphors of union
and divine manifestation through earthly love.

Across these works, the painter transforms narrative and nature into theophanic signs, where every visual
element—mountains, trees, colors, and animals—corresponds to aspects of the human soul and divine
attributes.

Discussion

According to Ibn Arabi, all levels of existence are interconnected manifestations of a single Divine Reality.
The macrocosm mirrors the microcosm, and human consciousness is a reflection of universal being. Persian
miniaturists, consciously or unconsciously, worked within this cosmological framework. The concept of tajalli
(divine manifestation) and khayal (creative imagination) are central here. For Ibn Arabi, imagination bridges
the invisible and the visible worlds, making it the very ground of attistic creation. The painter, therefore, does
not imitate nature but reveals the hidden unity behind appearances. In the Safavid period, when these
paintings were created, philosophy and mysticism were deeply intertwined with artistic practice. Guilds and
artistic circles were infused with principles of futuwwat (chivalric ethics), emphasizing the artist’s spiritual
responsibility to reflect divine beauty. Hence, Persian painting from this era embodies a metaphysical
aesthetics in which beauty, love, and knowledge converge. The symbolic use of color, light, and composition
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in these miniatures serves as a metaphoric language—a visual equivalent of Sufi poetry. The contrast between
desert vastness and intimate human figures expresses the paradox of separation and union, while the rhythmic
repetition of natural motifs alludes to the cyclical nature of creation. Ultimately, landscape in Persian art
functions not as an objective depiction but as a metaphysical field where divine attributes unfold through
form, rhythm, and harmony.

Conclusion

This research demonstrates that Persian miniature painting, grounded in the mystical cosmology of Ibn Arabi,
embodies the correspondence between the human soul (microcosm) and the universe (macrocosm).
Landscape elements in these paintings are not literal representations but symbolic reflections of divine unity.
The artist, as a spiritual intermediary, translates metaphysical truths into visible form through the creative
imagination. In the Layla and Majnun scenes, nature serves as both a mirror and a participant in the drama
of love—revealing that love itself is the unifying principle that connects humanity, the cosmos, and God.
The painter’s vision thus transforms material nature into a spiritual landscape where beauty becomes a sign

of divine presence.

These findings reaffirm that Iranian art, particularly the Tabriz IT School, cannot be fully understood without
reference to its philosophical and mystical foundations. The study bridges art history and metaphysics,
showing that the essence of Persian painting lies in its ability to transmute the visible world into a luminous
expression of divine reality.
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Figure\ . Painting of 2 Madman in the Desert, Aghamirak, Khamseh Nezami, Tabriz, 30+-4¥FAH/ VOY3-VO¥VAD,

Yex Y.Y+cm, (Welch, Stuart Cary, Y+ -8, p. AY)
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Figure 2. Majnun's meeting with Salim Ameri in the desert, Kamaluddin Behzad, Khamseh Nizami, Herat, 899 AH,
17 x 14.8 cm, British Libraty
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