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Abstract

The gateway between Indian and Iranian cultures is Baluchestan. Coin embroidery is a declining art in Sistan
and Baluchestan. This research examines the art of coin embroidery in Sistan and Baluchestan. What are the
structures and patterns of coin embroidery art in Sistan and Baluchestan? This is the central question. The
reseatch's application is desctiptive-analytical in terms of type. The method of collecting information is using
a library and viewing images. The process of analysis is qualitative. The sampling method is selective, and
seven samples have been analyzed. This research shows that geometric motifs are coin embroidery's most
important aesthetic element. Baloch coin embroidery motifs directly relate to the life, nature, and vision of
the people of that region. Considering motifs such as stars, suns, and numbers such as 3, 5, 9, 11, etc., it can
be concluded that the people of Sistan and Baluchestan are familiar with the science of astronomy. One of
the most widely used geometric motifs in coin embroidery is the circle motif, which creates the original design
on the background in the form of round mirrors. Human characters such as eyes, human, man and woman,
etc., can be seen in the examples of Sistan and Baluchestan coin embroidery patterns. A symbol such as
Konak (fish ear) is one the symbols that refer to the authenticity and identity of the coin, Kochak is obtained
from Hamun Lake and has a meaning of white color and expresses purity, innocence, and purity. Other
essential features of Baloch embroidery are the variety and multiplicity of colors.
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Introduction

Baluchestan connects Indian and Iranian cultures. Art flourished in this land due to its ancient language,
culture, and geographical location (Nadiem, 2007, p. 13). From the paintings of valley painters a few thousand
years old in the south (Makran) to the pottery and paintings of Mount Ushida in the north (Sistan), motifs
and icons are the main text of Baloch art (Dashti, 2012, pp. 136-137). Women held a prominent position in
the region's ancient culture, which was reflected in the petformance of Balochi songs (whistles) by Balochi
women (Keiany, 2015, pp. 20-25). British colonialism and the wars in Baluchestan at the beginning of the
last century caused the decline of art and, in some cases, the forgetting of art, especially in this region
(Badalkhan, 2013, pp. 120-125). Coinage is an important declining art. These women are skilled in needlework
or coin embroidery, an ancient art with many aesthetic aspects. Symbols play an essential role in coinage.
Nature and moral concepts are the main inspirations for roles. This research explores the cultural and ancient
dimensions of Sistan and Baluchestan by examining the art of coin embroidery. This research aims to provide
an explanation and typology of coin embroidery's structure and motif in Sistan and Baluchestan. Therefore,
the main question is: what are the structures and patterns of coin embroidery art in Sistan and Baluchestan?
In this research, the structure and motifs of coin embroidery art of Sistan and Baluchestan are discussed,
followed by the meaning of motifs and symbols based on the region's popular culture, which is related to the
last fifty years.

Materials and Methods

This research is applied and has a descriptive-analytic type. The library, viewing pictures, and interviews are
the methods used to collect information. Qualitative analysis is the method used. Seven samples from the
last 50 years have been examined through a selective sampling method based on the existing samples related
to the study case. The formal aspects of each needlework example are expressed descriptively to analyze the
works. The second step involves individually analyzing the colors, which are part of the appearance
characteristics, because of their importance. In the last step, the work's motifs are examined and analyzed.
The interviews are the basis for expressing roles' explicit or symbolic meaning in each work. These experts
have studied the meanings of popular cultural motifs in the region. All works are summarized and compared
at the end of this section.

Coin Embroidery of Sistan and Baluchestan

Sistan and Baluchestan are located in the southeast of Iran, which is one of the historical, traditional, and
native provinces of Iran, which has various and well-known dialects and clans (Boroujerdi and Rahimkhani,
2018, pp. 22-23). Traditional arts and handicrafts are native values of each region that have remained from
the past, and some are being forgotten (Gazda, 2002, pp. 15-16). The history of coinage goes back to the
Safavid period. Coin embroidery is one of the traditional and handmade arts of the Balochistan region, and
it is called rodozi because the decorations are sewn on the fabric. The meaning of embroidery is that type of
handicraft in which traditional designs are engraved on fabric and clothes using metal or colored threads and
tools and devices such as needles, hooks, and the like. In Iran, 115 types of embroidery have been counted

(Yavari, 2006, p. 48).

Results

During the analysis of the samples, it was found that red, green, blue, and white colors are present from a
color perspective. The first and fourth samples possess the most incredible variety of colors. All samples
contain only circles and triangles as motifs and symbols. The fourth example has the most astonishing array
of motifs and symbols. In terms of numbers, there are only 5 in all samples. The first instance has the most
number types. Table 1 displays the specifics of colors, motifs, symbols, and numbers in the samples.

Table 1: Comparison of samples
Sample Area and Patterns and

number Image period Colors symbols Numberts
Northern red, green, ﬁvz ad;ekl., t}llree
Baluchestan blue, yellow, a rie‘ 1, CllfC €, s 5o
1 and Sistan orange, riangle, 5 Ty D5 1y
: . rhombus, chock, 9,11, 12
region / purple, white, k’ hak > >4
SRR brown, pink center, kochak,

flower, cross
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The southern
part of red, green, .
Balochistan, blue, orange, ﬁv.e adneki, sun, 1,2,5,6,
2 Makran white, circle, square, 9 11
region / turquoise, triangle, palm ’
1%1 61s pink, silver
Balochistan / Red, green, three adneki,
3 Unknown blue, orange, sun, circle, 1,3,4,5,
fime white, black, square, triangle, 6, 4
pink, golden flower, cross
five adneki,
single adneki,
star, circle,
Baluchestan / red, green, triangle,
4 Unknown blue, yellow, hexagon, 3,511
fime orange, rhombus, chok,
purple, white chotal,
mountain,
kochak, flower,
cross
five adneki, three
North of ced adneki, star,
Baluchestan, bhele, gfjlzn, circle, triangle,
5 Zahedan oran ’ey hj:(’i hexagon, 3,5,9,11
region / gi;lI(V > | rhombus, chock,
1981s p kochak, flower,
cross
five adneki, three
central part of red, green, ‘adnekl,. ve
. circle, triangle,
6 Balochistan, blue, yellow, h 359 11
Iranshahr / orange, white, exagon, >
1971 ink. mustard rhombus, chok,
s pink, musta kochak, flower,
Cross
North of five adneki,
Baluchestan single adneld,
7 2hedan > red, green, circle, triangle, 1345
7 . blue, orange, rhombus, chok, T
region / hi . 1
Unknown white mountain,
fime kochak, flower,
Cross
Conclusion

The examination of coin embroidery patterns of Sistan and Baluchestan shows that geometric patterns are
considered the most important aesthetic element of coin embroidery art. The background of Baloch people's
life is the subject of this abstract. The life, nature, and vision of the people in that region are directly connected
through Baloch coin embroidery designs. According to patterns like stars and sun, and numbers like 3, 5, 9,
11, etc., it can be concluded that the people of Sistan and Baluchestan benefit from the science of astronomy.
One of the most widely used geometric motifs in coin embroidery is the circle motif, which creates the
original design on the background in the form of round mirrors. Coin embroidery relies heavily on
proportions and symmetry in geometric motifs, including circles, squares, triangles, and rhombuses. Abstract
designs with geometric features are also formed as vegetal motifs. The Sistan and Baluchestan coin
embroidery patterns depict human figures such as eyes, humans, men, and women. A symbol like Kochak
(fish ear) determines the coin's authenticity and identity. The vatiety of colors and the multdplicity of colors
are among the essential features of Baloch coin embroidery art. The color in this art is achieved through
colored woolen threads. In most coin embroideries, the background color is approximately 80% red and
green. Blue and white colors can be found in all samples. The art of coin embroidering has specific rules for
using different colors.
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Figure 2: Balochistan coin embroidery,(Noori,2022)
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Figure 3: Chelchouk coin,(Noori,2022)
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Figure 4: Balochistan coin embroidery,(Noori,2022)
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Figure 5: Five mirror coin,(Noori,2022)
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Figure 6: Balochistan coin embroidery,(Noori,2022)
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Figure 7: Baloch coin embroidery,(Noori,2022)
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