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Abstract

Modern hermeneutics, of which Eric Hirsch is one of the founders, is in fact a bridge between traditional
and philosophical hermeneutics. Traditional hermeneutics believed in the originality of the authot's intention
in interpreting the works, while philosophical hermeneutics considered the audience to be a partner in the
interpretation of the work of art and considered the number of knowledgeable audiences to interpret the
work of art acceptable. Eric Hirsch believes that by using the stages of apparent meaning, initial hypothesis
and interpretation of the work, the audience can approach the authot's intention. In other words, the
destination is the authot's intention (traditional hermeneutics), but it can be approached from different
directions (philosophical hermeneutics), not just one way. The development of this view has been the subject
of this research with the aim of further identifying the patriarchal art and tiles of this period. The method is
analytical descriptive and based on Eric Hirsch's hermeneutic views. Based on this, he went through the steps
of interpreting the works using the connection between the text and the image in order to approach the
meaning of the authot's work and intention. This research seeks to answer the question of what is the
relationship between the text and images of patriarchal tiles? and how can this connection be understood
using a hermeneutic method? The results of this study include the relationship between common sciences
as astronomy in this period and tile motif.
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Introduction

In the perspective of philosophical hermeneutics, one can have an interpretation according to the number of
audience and readers of a work; That is, the reader takes the role of an interpreter. In modern hermeneutics,
as in Eric Hirsh" views different and diverse interpretations that are acceptable in philosophical hermeneutics
are integrated. In this research, according to his ideas, the interpretation of two tiles from the Ilkhanid period
(1256—1353) is discussed. The main questions of this research is How can Ilkhanid tiles be interpreted based
on Hirsh’s hermeneutics?

Materials and Methods

Two tiles of Ilkhanid era, belonging to Imamzadeh Jafar in Damghan (Fig.1&2) are studied based on Hirsh’s
hermeneutic method in three stages: a) the apparent meaning, b) the initial guess of the meaning of the
artwork, c) the interpretation of the work using text and images.

Results

The border of the first tile (Fig.1) is decorated with the opening verses of Rostam and Esfandiat's story in
Ferdowsi's Shahnameh: pleasant wine should be drunk now // when you smell the musk coming from the
strteam // the air is full of roaring and the eatth is full of heat // good mood to one who makes its heart
happy with drinking // All the gardens are full of flowers under the leaves // All the mountains are full of
tulips and hyacinths // The nightingale is blessed in the gatden // The flower is proud of his cry // The
deceptive tulip and the natcissus // The hyacinth of exclamation and the beautiful hyacinth
(Firdausi,2013,p.135). In the second tile (Fig.2) two quatrains are seen from Iranian poet Molavi at the end
of the 7th century AH: go and look so that your heart will be seen// your eyes see the other wotld // If you
raise your head// Your condition will be well liked (Molavi, 1993:1372) and also a quatrain by Saifuddin
Esfarangi, the poet of the 7th century A.H.: Let sorrow become happiness with your grace// May life be
eternal in your eyes// If the wind takes the soil from your land to hell // May the fire get the water of life
(Esfarangi, 2016, p.744).

Discussion

According to Hirsh’s point of view, two guesses were made in connection with first image (Fig.1) and
corresponding to its text: one is the spring season and the other is the two constellations Ursa Major and
Minor. Ursa Major is one of the most famous constellations in the sky and the most important constellation
of April month. The apparent movement of these constellations is different in the seasons, but in the month
of Farvardin(April), the Ursa Major is very high above the horizon and faces east like a water bowl (Fig. 3,4).
Like the image (Fig. 2) the bears on the tiles that are moving towards the east (Degani, 2000, pp.151-153). In
the verses of the first tile (Fig.1), words such as stream, roaring air, garden, flower...(Tab1.) together with
each other are an image of the freshness and beauty of spring and it seems that the poet is describing spring
in these verses. In first tile (Fig.1), two animals can be seen in a forest and meadow. This meadow consists
of plants with leaves and flowers, each of which is stretched to one side (Tab. 1-1-A). The two creatures in
this picture (Fig.1), which look like bears, seem to have happy feelings on their faces. The heads are
symmetrical and the eyes are stitched to each other (Tab. 1-1-B). The movement of their heads is in harmony
with the movement of the plants in this image. (Tab. 1-1-C). But the inscriptions on these tiles were chosen
from Ferdowsi's Shahnameh and more importantly from the first verses of each chapter. Astronomy and
Ferdowsi's great interest in constellations, and he reflected these concepts and their impact on the success or

failure of kings and heroes, such as the location of the planets in the stories (Hatami, 2007, pp.2-3).

The next quatrain in (Fig.2) also has a mystical element in it. The use of contrast arrays can be seen in these
two vetses. Sadness/joy, life/eternity, fire/watet, all these elements are transformed into beauty by the grace
and opinion of the beloved. Two meanings can be seen in mystical poems, one is the external meaning and
the other is the inner meaning. In the apparent meaning, it seems that the poet has described his earthly lover,

while the real meaning of the poet is the true and eternal lover .

Based on this, the artist has depicted the face of the sun as a woman, taking into account the hangover of the
eyes and the hair on its forehead, which can have a sign of a lover in it (Tab. 2- b). According to the text of
the inscription, this image can be considered one external view that is visible and another view that is inside
and is not shown in the picture (Tab. 2-1-c). Ancient astronomers considered Lion to be the house of the
sun (Kasravi, 1986, pp. 63-7).
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Tablel. Stages of hermeneutic interpretation of two Ilkhanid tiles based on the perspective of Eric Hirsh

Visual Signs Key Words of Apparent Initial Guess Interpretation
the Text Meaning of the of the work
Meaning Using Text and
Image

[ DOI: 10.61186/jic.8.1.315 ]
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Conclusion

Iranians have been interested in knowing the stars since the pre-Islam era, and in the Islamic era, this
attention was being doubled because of religious affairs. This is why large observatories were built during
the Islamic era, especially during the era of Ilkhanid, and Maragheh Observatory. Knowing the
astronomical symbols and matching them with native beliefs and adding Islamic requirements made potters
use these symbols in decorating tiles. According to Tab.1, the stages of interpretation of these two tiles
have been done according to Hirsh’s point of view. Based on this, the poems used in the margins of these
two tiles are related to its image, and in addition, the use of these motifs (two bears, a lion and the sun) is

related to astrology.
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(URL1)

Figure 1. Eight-leaf tile with marginal inscription, discovery location: Imamzadeh Jafar Damghan, storage location:
Louvre Museum, year of production: 1888 (URL1)
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Figure 4. Eight-petal tile with marginal inscription, discovery location: Imamzadeh Jafar Damghan, storage location:
Louvre Museum, year of production: 1888 (URL1)
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