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Abstract

The diversity of pottery and tile production occasionally includes new and unconventional applications. The
use of large tile pieces as tabletop surfaces can be considered one such example. An octagonal tabletop tile
preserved in the Kashan National Museum, attributed to the Qajar era, is the focus of this study. This research
seeks to provide a more comprehensive understanding of this tile by examining its visual features, historical
data on similar Qajar-era examples, and pottery production from the last century, supported by evidence and
documentation. This study, conducted using a historical-analytical method, employed both library and field
studies for data collection. The repeated inscription of the phrase “Sanaye Ghadimeh” (Ancient Crafts) in
the corner medallions used in the decoration of this tile serves as the key to determining its period and place
of production. By examining this inscription in other tile productions, we identified examples from the
Pahlavi era, all of which were products of the Sanaye Ghadimeh Tile Workshop. Some tiles from this
workshop were custom-made for the royal court and government offices. The results of the study indicate
that this tabletop tile is among the ceramic productions of the Pahlavi era from the Sanaye Ghadimeh Tile
Workshop, which has been misattributed to the Qajar era due to its visual similarity to some underglaze
ceramic productions of that period.
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Introduction

This study aims to examine and identify a small segment of ceramic production in Iran by focusing on a case
study of a tile attributed to the Qajar era, preserved in the National Museum of Kashan. The study endeavors
to enhance knowledge about this artifact by presenting supporting evidence and documentation.

Materials and Methods

This research employs a historical-analytical method, utilizing library studies (reviewing written sources,
online databases, and National Archive documents) and field methods (interviews, observations, and
photography) for data collection.

Results and Discussion

The Tabletop Tile of National Museum of Kashan

The octagonal tabletop tile, registered under number 1580, is presented as a Qajar-era artifact based on the
National Museum of Kashan's records. Made of stone-paste and executed using the underglaze technique, it
features white, green, yellow, cobalt blue, and brown decorations. In the adjacent corner medallions along
the border, the phrase "Sanaye Ghadimeh" is symmetrically repeated, filling the space. In the design formed
by the connection of these inscriptions, a four-petal flower is depicted (Figures 1-3).

N b

Figure 1. Tabletop tile, Diameter: 59, Figure 2. Linear design of ~ Figure 3. Details of the octagonal tile of
Thickness: 2.7 cm, Accession Number:  one-quarter of the tile pattern  the National Museum of Kashan with the
1580, National Museum of Kashan in Figure (1) repetition of the phrase
(Abbas Akbari, 2024) "Sanaye Ghadimeh"

The Inscription “SanayeGhadimeh”

The phrase "Sanaye Ghadimeh" appears on a reverse-painted glass painting by Hossein Taherzadeh Behzad,
preserved in the National Museum of Arts, located above the entrance to the current National Museum of
Arts, and on the mortar backing tiles near the museum's entrance. Several tiles embossed with the mark
"Sanaye Ghadimeh" on their reverse have been recovered from the Masoudiya Mansion. Additionally, the
phrase "Sanaye Ghadimeh 1314" is inscribed on the outer facade of the Civil Registry Organization building
in Tehran's Mashq Square (Meidan-e Mashgh) (MirzaeiMehr, 2022, p. 134). This phrase, found on the tiles
under discussion, refers to a school-turned-workshop complex from the Pahlavi era that was involved in tile-
making.

Sanaye Ghadimeh Tile Workshop

The tile-making workshop of this school, which began operating around 1310-1312 SH (1931-1933), ceased
its activities in 1324 SH (1945) but it resumed after several yeats. The primary products of the workshop
included monochrome and seven-color tiles.

Conclusion

Based on available evidence, high-quality workshop productions and exemplary works of the Sanaye
Ghadimeh Art School students were transferred to the National Museum of Arts. The National Museum of
Kashan, being a later-established museum, likely acquired some of its holdings, including the discussed
tabletop tile, from the National Museum of Arts. In response to the research question, it is concluded that
this tabletop tile, associated with "Sanaye Ghadimeh", is among the ceramic productions of the Pahlavi era
from the Sanaye Ghadimeh Tile Workshop in Tehran. Due to its visual resemblance to Qajar ceramic
productions, it has been mistakenly attributed to an incorrect time period.

Journal of Islamic Crafts, 2024; 8 (2) | 210


http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-358-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.8.2.358

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.8.2.358 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 3:24 +0330 on Thursday December 4th 2025

VoYY (V) AT oM sl slayin

Sl

= d | DOL: http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.8.2.358

VA

S5209) o8 Mg e g oloj bl (o 2
O (o Bj90 y3 Bodome

®
¥ Swoys Jadllgl ) aglg ggmwge 5l gl
Il eldls (lils” oty yim g (g ylomo 035l cyin e ldllan 095 oDl (sl (58> (sl .
Olﬁl ‘L'JU:lf ‘L'JU:lf sy G g d)ln.xn 0uSuish ‘@'M:J@l;.p o,)f ‘)L.,'gl;;,,‘,l Y

VXN NSk ot WYINY sdl s )l

oSy

Sl o0lial 395 o olyas Il (gl Jpamarst 5 2 (slm3,n)S b (63)lgo 13 blS 5 Jliw sy g5
PSSy (B DpeBy 3l9e cnl S (S Ol |y e dnio plgisa (SIS lalad
Ol 213 )8 yBls imgy 4295390 (el 04l Cguite )l B)gd 4y &5 (LS (o 890 )3 Lgizme
wrg—a 3 dgrge (Fo i Cledbl g Sl ol (gl sla Shy 4r a2 L bl B 53 s
Ol b basye SleMbl il a5 53 Jliw Slgs (o) e 5 B 893 I o] Al cladiges
> Swmss 305 ol il st ol e il 5 S sl 3 a0l 1) Ty L3S
Slalllas 51 oy plsl Ll — ()b B9y 4 &S Baid Cal )3 Sl 00l W5 0 ST ) 5 o)
Ogeuie g pyd il calllandyge (imagy (5l ol o odlil Laodls (5,915,5 (clp Sle g claibuls
30 0 550 3lmladgs i cladigad 3,15 )56 893 j900 WL (saiges b ol
L1y 55 (B pl yo ol yj Bed 0y)5 g () clly g o 0D )l>ls 5y90 (5)led sl 3
sl oyl )L ccwl 48 5 gl 090 ol HBT diwd jo s ped 4 Ylein] 5 5)b cali g)bB
g bl (] Wy (5o g 090 (s 1l (Tl 085 )3 4By 4y sla Sl > Caapad
oS e Sl 45wl Cand (olag 393 5l slbiges & (eSS g Lo 13 o3, iy
901> ly ()i pobots @Bl (sla Sl (i Kidgy denid lio degere (il I
590 Jliw ladgr dlon 5l (g5u09) (—blS cpl 48" Sad o LS Baiod bt LA o Mg5 (Jga &yl
s oldg Sl ol el calos s 4 a8 cowl amid pln 5lw 35 o5, ) (ooles
ol 45,5 ely )3 05,5 )3 olal i

Sl (3l
oLl (o 8590 c oty Jlow cdor i oo «iaagy (I (il 0l

abolfazlarabbeigi@gmail.com :cAge Jgtuwe”

©2024 by the Authours.This article is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0 license)
https:/ / creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0


http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-358-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.8.2.358

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.8.2.358 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 3:24 +0330 on Thursday December 4th 2025

Aodlo .Y

sl Y3 1 & 50iS (Su)lb Slie | pi5u oS b ord cage 3l slalo (b 4850 50 a5
BT (6 olSled 31 093 ulol 5 35S 8 g3y 9090 (s )lge 13 g 3> oges aled & eWlbdy o 4y s
P2 92 )3 090 (nl (1 3 Lgire (Sjungy (A A b YISy (S b e Lty Cuslio 4y & (LIS o 890 Ao
§ S0 o3l e Bjge 8 e 1,5 15 pgee Bl Lipme > V¥ S b gy J ol 5 b5 Cuia
o (Sl SleMbl yl a5 o (Byme polro 8y Wi 1) K3 g5l 93 5 o8 5y90 & Bleite |y heScudin (sla S
2 Jlo g | (Sorss i (bl g adlae Baa L Sl (ingh Cuns 39290 b Iyl Ay o9 3 (650
S Shy 4 a9 L b AS o (W g wly (LI Lo Bjge 3 Lginre ol b)g3 &) ogude (IS (63)90 dalllao 4
P Siegy M ol il 30l gy (ol Gy les 5 elS” oliasl g algad BTG 1) 31l b ag o loglas e
g seS5 d 555 5 el Galiadge (95T ol 1 iyl 45 & dirgs b Sl o g5 5 IS 3 5 ol
il go Sl Ty gy cpl plorl g o M) o Sl oy 3

oMl Jaw wlio 13 (3u09) (sl 25 b (Wlaw slajue J| Sul (cladiges &8 amd o (Ui 39290 slo gl ()
O]}?L;o Cal ol.@y‘ Causd wlﬁ Lmdl ghol ;)N a5 GLQJ.ODO dlos jl Slosis Syro paiw Ko« 9 Jéld;‘é;)]lé 493390

(Seelp o S g (SaCuasid SO g (Sym0) (S pgr 2 dclald Alio )3 (VW) (gor) 1 g 53 6LIS 12 0
e ML (5rog) (A pl p 0AB IS (S (slacuasil Clid g (Byme & (o pl slaatdlin 5 454 5590
o o8l (S5 3y (gt 6 s ) (o S5 BID Wio 3 (VF4) (2> 03l3igy55 b g 03lip )l ot o s 00l
b l3ges oot b b bl a3 1y (Simmg)y (o315 o) (oo ol 9 LSy oo 3990) elline oy 13 ol
Oelide o (lgis b lags Al o (W o) (eliaslopalo s (i) (o LBl dugs g @uSo8 )3 g yinn S i
29 4By B 8yed il (Gie) (A ey & GLEB 09> (Suslw shaje (Slao ) plgizme Sl 5 gyin
03905 38 05 | g (6,5 USE 3 50 o3l 5 s b 2 iz 5 8T 095l (g g (eline

6199 i (slae oy (SisS 5 0 oo Ol b gt 35 i Sl 3 (V) ol g
92205 S3L 1 labio el g Jliw oS (glajre (5,5 IS5 5 Jg25 Sy €islono polie 2 18T lyl o lBgorde
55 e sl 03905 gy 1 2B 9 S5ho (6908 ( SBR] ( Berb (g 3 il 9 M ST s (loygs 3 | i
Soygl  (glame Wl 1 giludd bl plop clge b (glie o 35 (2012) (Margaret Graves) jg S )5 le
(The Aesthetics of Simulation: Architectural Mimicry on Medieval Ceramic Tabourets) € _olawg 9,8  Suol o
asly dygw > Ologl 893 9 (il )3 (oo 89> (Sealyr sojoe 9 olS o 2 Allons CUIF 5 30)8 iy
The Case of the Ottoman ) € gleis e 839, laic cov glllis » (2010) (Oliver Watson) ygusly joul sl
P oo 3B & e (g2 el imias (08 9 00,5 ey ) 3l 5 L)5ag Bige 13 bigiome (Samgy o2 (Table
3l &@Jb 2 ol ol yers wlf b oS Wlodgs (69Mue w33l )8 Jlabo o jue ¢ g9 a3l g ol ais by Slois Sl 5
ol Cuwd dy LS Lo Big0 )3 Lgine (jung) (IS Siloss )il g i op B LAl (ppliie ged ¢ w290 Sa gl

AR gy Y

5y slaelol § 5o il ) (MilBulS” lalllao Sl ey plonil (o - (S b g, 4 4 35 oyl
3 ol 015 olazol laodly (65913, (glys ((wlSe g oamline dlias) Sliwe boguss g (o)l (o gus )l Sl )3 g>gcunss
& Lidgh) coxie (sla ilS diged 5 Cal 00ds 133l Adgrus Ojlos 9 Sy (glunlS 890 ¢ o (gloyin 890 3l Jlise dalllas
ol 0 oMol Clisgid 38l 3l ST o B0 ilS )b 19,8 das (gl s Sl Ly pod ) g Niedids Boud

YAV] VEeY (pgn o)l ot Jlo ¢ oMol olio sl yin


http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-358-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.8.2.358

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.8.2.358 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 3:24 +0330 on Thursday December 4th 2025

QLI (o 90 (G309, (il VY

P b i) A Sy e o o 4 50 oy (losdiond yiaS llau BT el o B350 (500 5
Jo 5150 2 bog o 3 i > cojpn el 4y it b 45 3905 o YO+ - oslass 5 sin b O b oy beSuiin
72 g drgyge sl €83 5 ploble e Sl JSuiie gl fiie (6550 (A8 L o (I ol sl 00 (B
) ool 185 ) gl 3l Cind) 3 o8 W o il 4 IS (Shhusad (55 50 G ol B 0 (VJSE) 2, )18
Loy 000 4l 3 (G55 b S Sl ehg (S 5 oSS (gl g ol 0nd odlitl (63,2 Y Bisej b (ola S
ol 015 03zl (] (55 (2 (loged g (62092 Y )5 cham e (SIS 3l g 005 2] e 5 B9 4y LIS ] (¥ JSC)
S S 1 %0 g il il ()28 (dladiges 4 S35 ol CuiS 5 )l 5 S jped il A6 By g5
bad > a0,y 1) (Sod (19 SUdb 5 0ud IS5 g 4B Ao o il e 13 (S gy il ygloxe
3 ol e I8 3 )y 1) o 035 il S St 35 S o o o
coilgd 30 005 b &FYY SUD Lolis 0390 il 4y bgyyo plB )] 3oy 0945 o0 030 Blads Ol 3l ko yis ol o BCound
Dy g 0dalde SIS Caly (6,500 &g O JL? Cpinpd o €ITYD S L YYD S Jlin! clolS’

g S EN

8 Sl ptse ¥ S Ol oo S s b Y S 5 0% 558 (gjuag) (B LY S
Kday 8 mlio? yle LSS L (oS cuin (V) S als VOA+ Byl 3 ¢ o b VIV iCuolus
QL e Bige 5> byiono Figure 2. Linear design of one-quarter OF T sl olee) K o B35
Figure 3. Details of the octagonal tile of the tile pattern in Figure (1) Figure 1. Tabletop tile, Diameter: 59,
of the National Museum of Kashan Thickness: 2.7 cm, Accession Number:
with the repetition of the phrase 1580, National Museum of Kashan
"Sanaye Ghadimeh" (Abbas Akbari, 2024)

09y SBWE U ol gajue 51 .V-Y

9 Siwpad i | (Gllhos (ool ot § SorsS slojun (S 893 jl ity (oMl 893 sladiges oy 5SS
b lor (B 890 2 ol Tyl W (555 placy5 B9 42 b g 5SS bl b oS oo gl (6 lona slojls S5 &
dood s do Bl djre il (gjlucSiuto g (g8 ety (SIS b i Al JS5 4 o] g s 5 Wb

(¥ US) "l ps Loy g LS’

YAY] VEeY (pgn o)l ot Jlo ¢ oMol olio sl yin


http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-358-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.8.2.358

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.8.2.358 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 3:24 +0330 on Thursday December 4th 2025

2«4l

[ oY 8w bl ply 5 cpllaw juo () (Low Table or Stand, n. d) 69.225 :_ow yiwd 0lesd ¢ yinlsg o 5590 5
(Tabouret, n. d) 1943-41-1 :0 )l LaloMd yib 5j50 y> Lgasro ¢ LS ¢yl ol ¢ o 5l ¥+ /0 :6las)] VY

Figure 4. (a) Monochromatic table, Middle centuries, Found in Bojnourd, North Khorasan, Height: 33.7
cm, Preserved in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Accession number: 69.225 (Low Table or Stand,
n.d.). (b) Taboutet, Lustre pottety, Early 7th century AH/13th century, Height: 30.5 cm, Iran, Preserved
in the Philadelphia Museum of Art, Number: 1943-41-1 (Tabouret, n.d.)
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Figure 5. (a) Qajar tabletop, The story of Shaikh San’an and Christian girl, Preserved in the Islamic Art
Museum of Malaysia (Qajar Underglaze-Painted Table Top, 2019). (b) Qajar tabletop, Portrait of
Stepanos Aghanoor in the center of the work, Preserved in the Vank Church Museum. (c) Tabletop with
Slimi motif, Diameter: 58 cm, Preserved in the Ivory Hall of Golestan Palace (Makkinejad, 2022, p. 184)
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Figure 6. (a) Iznik tabletop tile, Underglaze painting, Diameter: Ca. 55.5, Thickness: 2.5 to 2.8 cm
(Watson, 2010, p. 5). (b) Side view of Ottoman table with tile top, Height: 48, Diameter: 63 cm, Victoria
and Albert Museum, Accession number: C.19-1987 (Table, n. d). (c) Octagonal tabletop tile, Underglaze
painting, Diameter: 39.69 cm, Ottoman period, Preserved in the Harvard Art Museum, Number: 1960.24
(Octagonal tile panel, n. d)
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Figure 7. Table with painting behind glass with the logo of Sanaye Ghadimeh, part of the details of the
work and registration of the title of Sanaye Ghadimeh, by Hossein Taherzadeh Behzad, 1309-1310 SH
(Abolfazl ArabBeigi, 2024)

lio? ©)le sanlie A JSWI ol Sovp sl g o (sl yim Big0 40yl (iS0 p At @l pb A JSWS
Jadlgl) (Bl e > pgad 52

Figure 8. The name of the Sanaye Ghadimeh on part of the entrance to
(VFY (o
Figure 9. View of the phrase "
Sanaye Ghadimeh " on the mortar
behind the tile after rotating the
image on the hotizontal axis
(Abolfazl ArabBeigi, 2024)

the National Arts Museum and a close-up of this sign (Abolfazl
ArabBeigi, 2024)
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Figure 10. The back view of one of the
monochrome tiles discovered in the
Masoudieh Mansion (Farshad Moazzeni)

Figure 11. Details of the facade tiles of the historical
monument of the Civil Registration of Iran (MirzaeiMehr,
2022, p. 136)
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Figure 13. A number of artists and professors of the (\W e AYAY

National Arts Department during the administration of  Figure 12. A picture of the professors and students of

Ali Katimi (middle petson in the front row), 1324 SH Sanaye Ghadimeh School during the administration of

(RezaeiNabard, 2015, p. 112) Hossein Taherzadeh Behzad (seated on the right), Ali
Karimi (standing on the left), 1318 SH (RezaeiNabard,
2015, p. 112)
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