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Abstract

Roman Jakobson, the prominent Russian linguist, believes that all linguistic structures have communicative
purposes. He asserts that the orientation of a message toward any of the six communicative elements—
sender, channel, receiver, contact, code, or message—rteveals the message's function. According to this
theory, it can be argued that the decorative Kufic inscriptions and motifs used in the context of Buyid textiles
also serve a communicative function. The textile artists of the Buyid era, with their unique ingenuity, crafted
a dynamic media framework using symbolic language, signs, symbols, and inscriptions, thereby creating a
vibrant textile narrative. This study is significant because it examines the functional role of the Buyid style as
a medium, which has not been previously explored. It addresses the question of how the Buyid style
functioned as a promotional medium in the emerging Iranian-Islamic society. This article focuses on the
analysis of 26 pieces of textiles discovered in the tomb of Bibishehrbanu and the Nagarakhanah cemetery in
Shahr-e Rey. Data for this research were collected from library documents and credible museum websites,
with data analysis conducted both qualitatively and quantitatively. The findings indicate that the textiles of
the Buyid era served as a local medium that prioritized the distribution and transmission of political, cultural,
and religious messages. Based on Jakobson's theoretical framework, the textiles exhibit vatious
communicative functions, including aesthetic, referential, metalinguistic, emotive, conative, and, at last, phatic
functions, with the aesthetic function being of the highest priority. Furthermore, the most frequently
represented symbol is the tree of life, signifying power, growth, transcendence, and eternity, while the
elephant symbol, which represents power, is the least frequently depicted. Additionally, the promotional-
media function of this style corresponds to the fifth priority among the medium's functions, with the
foremost function being aesthetic to attract and engage the audience toward the message.
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Introduction

One of the fundamental principles of Islam is promotion, as the first official mission of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) was to spread Islam through promotion. The establishment of Islam led to the emergence of Muslim
artists and calligraphers, who introduced the Kufic script as a key cultural achievement and the primary
medium of the Islamic world.

During this petiod, textile artists created numerous luxurious pieces featuring intricate motifs and Kufic
inscriptions.

With the rise of Orientalism in the 19th century, archaeologists and researchers began exploring the nature
of these decorations. Over the past three centuries, various functions have been proposed for the decorations
of Islamic objects.

Materials and Methods

In studying the communicative function of the Buyid style, Roman Jakobson's linguistic theory provides a
framework for understanding communication structure and semantics in verbal messages, utilizing his six
roles of language. This theory effectively illuminates the depth and communicative elements of inscriptions
and visual codes in Buyid Dynasty textiles.

Data collection involved library research and documentary sources, employing both qualitative and
quantitative analysis methods employed. The visual sample included 26 textiles, some of which were dated
to the Buyid Dynasty petiod through Carbon-14 testing. The term "attributed to the Buyid Dynasty period"
was used for textiles with significant ambiguity regarding their dating.

Twenty Buyid Dynasty textiles were sourced from reputable museum websites, supplemented by six images
from previous studies. Microsoft Excel was utilized to analyze the frequency of messages and identify the
most and least frequently repeated symbols.

Figure 1. Tiraz textiles from the Buyid era, Bibi Shahrbanu Mausoleum and Naqqareh Khaneh
Cemetery, Rey
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Figure 2. Tiraz textiles from the Buyid era, Bibi Shahrbanu Mausoleum and Naqqareh Khaneh
Cemetery, Rey
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Results and Findings

The research, using Jakobson's communication theoty, reveals that the Buyid textiles and the Kufic
inscriptions exhibit three functional aspects: The emotional function, the referential, and the phatic function.
Additionally, the animal and plant motifs convey symbolic messages and establish structural relationships
that enhance communication. The key findings categorize the types of verbal communication in the
decorations of Buyid textiles into six functions: aesthetic, referential, metalinguistic, emotive, conative, and
phatic.

Discussion

This research analyzes the communicative functions of motifs on Buyid textiles through Jakobson's
communication theoty, categorizing messages into six distinct functions. Jakobson's model illustrates how
the otientation of the "message" relates to its components, enhancing our understanding of textile designs as
complex communicative tools. This study enriches the discourse on textiles as both artistic expressions and
significant media in historical contexts.
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Figure 3. Types of Functions According to Jakobson (Mahdizadeh, 2015:53).
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Jakobson's Six Communicative Functions of Language:

1. Referential Function: message orientation towards the text or context,

2. Emotive Function: message orientation towards the sender,

3. Conative Function: message orientation towards the audience or receiver,

4. Phatic Function: message orientation towards the physical communication channel,
5. Artistic Function: message orientation towards the message itself,

6. Metalinguistic Function: message orientation towards the code
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Figure 4. Referential function diagram of the Buyid era style

Conclusion

Based on the study of Jakobson's theory of linguistic model communication applied toapproximately twenty-
six pieces of textiles from the tomb of Bibi Shahrbanu and the cemetery of NagarKhaneh Shahr-e Ray, it can
be concluded that textiles had diverse media functions. The prioritization of these functions based on their
frequency in the textiles of the Buyid era is as follows:
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Figure 5.Percentage Frequency of the Conative, Emotive, and Phatic Functions in the Kufic Inscriptions on Tiraz

Fabrics from the Buyid Era in the Tomb of Bibi Shahrbanu and the Naqqarehkhaneh Cemetery of Rey
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Figure 6.Percentage Frequency of the Metalingual Function of Decorative Motifs on Tiraz Fabrics from the Buyid Era
in the Tomb of Bibi Shahrbanu and the Naqqarehkhaneh Cemetery of Rey

Journal of Islamic Crafts, 2024; 8 (2) | 186


http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-359-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.8.2.359

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.8.2.359 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 3:25 +0330 on Thursday December 4th 2025

VAY=Y V() A YF ¥ (bl sl (sl yin

o’i"cﬂf"df/

i 4 DOL: hetp://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.8.2.350

apdl pas b 15 gl 1,k glailu, ik g9y
iS5 b5 355 a5

. L] .
TEQ)S‘.\W‘ w)””d"}‘@kﬁ
Oyl STl ST o8zl ¢ it 048l 81,8 093 < )blial .Y
Ol)il ‘dl)l ‘«51) oKisly % 050 ;w)ﬁ 05; ‘)lﬁ_.:._‘,b Yy

WXNWA: Gl &) VYN el dosb

S
bl Blaal (gl (5bj slacdlos (olos o ol jobs ol gy Sy LB O] gl (309,
(bl slyme wrin 3 (b)) B s puolie 5l o b oo a0 ply (635 Cer Sl itas gl it
Lt (slad S &5 €S o ks ol B Lo STy ply 3,518 £5u350 b o) el 038
Aoy At (ol 3,88 (Gl 55 dagn ST Sl i )3 a2y IS 4 IS5 O g P S
48 g railods dsled JUS 53 (50 cales o Sl oliiwsl b g (ols E95 b vl jmas Sl sl
ras b 3,5 ) ddlllas ol imghy capenl il L by slailas, b &)l sl b g
59550 9313 el sy ] 41 5 sl 48,55 45 aglSTy 3,0 35S S Cansl sy Sy lito 5 Ayl
Sl 03,5 Jos g (oMl = Glnl by dnls 3 Slidi=(slilo, alte & g0 J1 yae )b ta8
wssS 9 Pyt (o oSl 4BgiSCo sl )l anlad V5 (ilgs (slive o 55l (2ag Copgne
sloojge Culury 9 (bl @lie jl SHlie gyglasa b (inghs cul )3 Wosls .ol () od Blo )l
95 Sl ol 485 Cpsio (oS5 (S gy leodls o g 415 9 08 plonl e et
o8 cagdsl w5 ply lgome bld 4 o el (oo Sy S gl juas b oS 3o (L
@ OagS &)l dalllas ulial  ailis) ool ol 4l (03 g (Sn 8 ouslew ply JUl 5 @95 4
29 85 e Bble (Gl el (i alnj (b)) 35K ()l aiges Sl cugl s
a8 9 (Sgle (IS by )8 (Glinedy (S35 ¢80l ply Slold oyt ol Jaem oo
sl et 5 35558 3 1ol (il — i 3,5 I8 ogMedy ol 5,35 pogie b b oles gl
@ bl cud 5 g drgi > jolateds (cwlid ol 3,5 (Jol Cuglgl g 398 00 Cguine dliy (nl woxy

.w‘ lﬁl.:g Coww

S o551y
55 sipmtsSly b e Tl

b-bahramighast@araku.ac.ir xlilSe Jgtme™

©2024 by the Authours This article is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0 license)
https:/ /creativecommons.org/ licenses/by-nc/4.0



http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-359-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.8.2.359

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.8.2.359 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 3:25 +0330 on Thursday December 4th 2025

Aodlo .Y

Gnwng 5239 < 51 (L2) el ooy Caygale oy & (pgbot sl i @Dl 3 el g o0 Sl | S
oy oMl (gl 5 CangSs Tl (sladils) (s adad ¢puie womus e cpl 2 09 &S Bk el o
B 1 g oo 185 (g ST g Sygtand Sl B 4y iz g (2a J5l )3 ilakuss epal cl el 1 iy ] o
o9 4 el duugs g cclidl ) S8 pglatods lale (lungidys g (e i Ml (3 S5 b ol Sl o o, ()
Cn e 9 S B 3yglid g sy ]y € B8 L sl g Sl gy (il Copgps g (b o i (sloysS
oS sl (ogad 4 (Sl e el clnl 4 o 2909 5 Yl (3 dmagi b 25 yoals 2 P ey (o) &)
5 ISl 1y oSl — ) s g (i b 30,8 s (slm 5O oys6 S (lyy i3 ] Lol il 5
9395 Sl =l Cogm p 4SS L azals pu 3 1) Sk (gygblyel ged (3likasd (oS (Shagu &S wg ST s
oy (e g Cn ey 3l (Bl i dayin e izl ki glasin 4 1) 25 uae i g B Jlal ules
oS w93 3 Loyl )93yl 13 By o3 plosal ] dmwgs 4 35 b clygs o el o Jloud 4 oMol Liy e
b 5 pdy0 dole odlaiwl CBua b bues &S dale b o559 590 clgd @ dtuly Jlo ) (sl )b cél Jgiume oS sl jIb
945k o5 Sl > ey Ciaw el 09Me b by (ke yin pas cpl )3 vy Cullad & Joraio b oo 4Bl sl
Sl p g (BN 5w b § 8y @Sl (0)lhw 4 o8 (S5 Lb slaaS S5 4]y (Sl a5 9 i 5l eslitd
Bl (oMl = Gl ugp (S5 b j9a dauly 4 bkl G (i g S99

S 1y Sl 5 g 1 ¢ RS o) Smgly g i il 63Me 03555 ()8 5 (solis b e T
3 isdls byt b oge el Ll bt 5 g 1 lallnn gy b iz o 53,8 31l €aiSh o], g o
sl (9 e e 5> b Al ol (gl (ogtte (Sl SIS ol o Ll 35y olyen g Sl adlitd ol g cumle
Bl > (politlize 9 (o)l Jublo & pliwd (gl (o) (o) gt B S &) sl b gy el
WS (ol (sladia 5 Gos Wl e 5550 sobodr gl (oM Ll & i iy o s 4y &S sl 03l )] (IS (Slanply
dallao 4 (gl cpl A5 4t aol iy Sl by, |y gl pas b sz (ielo Bluy 3 35290 (5905 slo B0, 5
Sl — gllioy (8 b ol 4y g8l (yegy el ll (oIS LS Jlale Sl b (clacy K5 9 28 5,558
o 2915 ) 4l pae b Gk

5 ool s — gllasy e & (oMo e 3 5o 3,Shae 855 25Ty sl gy ol At g ol )95 e
03,5 ot 55 oDl ~ 1) ol Bl 3 ik Sy a2y ey 1 e o 105 a3 ol oy &
g0t odly oo g 43505 g o plosl Jla yine (slaojge Colug o GBS e 31 S o (g)glen 8nd S
2 el b Jac] | (o o o el 4 V5 tingy (o) 6098 (sl Bnol sl 48,5 90 05y S
3 Siimgh )5 g9 g 1 8590 b don )by sl 0yl alad Aalgid 45 (63190 5> sl 00D oguiio wrgr T 590 4 VF
5 ke pize (sloojgeculs 5l g ]l s (clade b polai 5l sae Yo shisi uwl 03y 0500 €rgs J1 8,90 & guia® )le
Moyd 585 Gk il jolateds .l 005 (6yolgen Auoj ot 1 i Slalllae ) 39390 (¢ pgual Sl J dae £ s
013 iz JuS1 e o] o By > e 5555 05 oS5 2 0955 s (i 3 laply
2 i el 556 g 1 e oDl gl s slaslay o sl 5 8y s o o o e
bjg> duw (lejon gy g bl o Jladey gty Ly (gl il (ghilusy 5,815 dallae r yo0 il 48,5 plord] e
e ol j1 oS Canl 04 pbl 568 ddle dw 4y dgi b gl cpl 0,3 H18 el e Wb wlid )b 9 wd @buo @il
Py oo 5 4 S8

Bl sb S & g oo lilllae (yl ggaone &S aby plonl oM Sl gusio g sy Biio] 3 (gl Slllas 15T
(2l @B Y5y &y gl 08 0 Ll o) Sl &y G 5 auogs &5 (VW) Jig) 0] o8 4 (oDl 893 >
ol 4oy, cygn [l pas oy 4 oMl )90 3y (gl IS g 1 g (Sadly e (slals S

VAL VF-Y (a0 olosds pidian Jloo ¢ oDl clio (gl i


http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-359-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.8.2.359

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.8.2.359 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 3:25 +0330 on Thursday December 4th 2025

<8l g Mg (bl = Syl Gliymandl g ogMe (oMl (105)3 (Bl )l 9 o)l CUS )3 35 (ITAY) gy I 0y 8
(Bl Sl guio el g &gl dlge (o (i (Spme 4 Jad 3 (Pl dlisie o3l 4 g g el (o > Clrguia
oy se2)90 adlls ) g Sl Soguions Jids g (B ) olgie Cov Gllio > (W) e 5 (LB &)
O @y Dl 2 S oliao slayin gl ole Ao )3 oS (L) b Bl g gl (s o8el)] 3 Ao
8y9 Sbdor )b Aol > gy Il pae B )b 45" ol oy dois ol 4 ¢ 365 s cladusS clgime g oo (sl &)
oMol = Sl ] Cogm B3l heh poas plas US> 358 bad e donis > oS 039y (Mol I LB) 59331 Lyt
Cpan ombld g g JI oauiS” glads b sty dallao? gie b (lallio (VF+Y) adils Lo yodle 4 bl Lg] dou> y ]
52 99 sloe b (oo s el ol | e ) bosdhoy Sl & (oMl 5o (65 Sl (gl el e
& s > Gl Olyie 4 Ghb diley Cunle a9 wBhy Ay (g § (o 4 e ou 2)90 (Fu)b
Pl o By wte Ml gis ) b ol yags do ST Sl cpl b sl 63,8 48T (oD g ol (slaaiol
...\DDLSQJ 43‘)‘ LSLl?D ‘AJLu) L)Jl J)ﬂo& u.i:}i& 9 )Ka)lw L)D?‘a}

5 05 S5 slois 405 » AT L ohigts (sl Jlate ] (BB Slllas b Lo S Vlis degaono (e
o)l € 5y o pnSe Sy slod S8 oo Jsie b (WAY) odlicsage Lo ele Ui 4 550 i Agio b ] L)
& cpansSl (oM bl &)l 5| o0Sop b imgh (ol il 0ad it dily — rex b3l Lilwg dolilad > a5 > S
S Mel ok i e lgis b (6,500 Al dine (e pd ol ABD yy Witins il [T bl slad S\ o
—ole dlome > (WA slpdan] gl g (o) Rus aebld o8 ) €Sl &)l S0y b (50 9 A amd) ol olysdile
L)i‘ 49 40].)): dl)ywlc Lghzs)wy L?‘)‘b 9 AJJ):; u».ru L;o% bb)] A 4 uulbﬁ)) L)"I sl 035 )MM ojii w.ms):
@ pingh o Yl | pag BB Slasi Lz pp o8 e o (L5 b 3,518 ddlllas diej 1> Ylie 5 wlio 2 (5950
4 o g Wby Sluls — il e 4 gl pas b 5 Sles B0 50Ty 4 S e bl Wiy gase )
il oo A s oyl )yl gy ¢yl b Sailes S LS Cj by 55\ 5 aligs 5Ll

oSl Y B 1 oSN
5 S o003l (BUI 0L sl simgsy > Job 5 355 JI g 5 ywgy ooty (Roman Jakobson) cpeasSh (s,
WS ooyl (A2 o Camddy &S (63903 (glin] Cuans 4 €l (o pS s ol

e )) 5252

(oo b b el [l )y

(bl sz

(o) ol by (ol cslyome

(L) oy

(AY: V¥ eodlj sane) CpmsSh las 3550 (sl SIS elgil LY JSKS
Figure 1. Jakobson’s Types of Language Functions (Mahdizadeh, 2015: 53)
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Figure 2. Tiraz textiles from the Buyid era, Bibi Shahrbanu Mausoleum and Naqqareh Khaneh
Cemetery, Rey
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Figure 3. Tiraz textiles from the Buyid era, Bibi Shahrbanu Mausoleum and Naqqareh Khaneh
Cemetery, Rey
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Figure 4. Diagram of the Referential Function of Tiraz in the Buyid Era
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Table 1. Historical-cultural referential function of selected Buyid-era tiraz textiles shown in Figures (1—
2)
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Figure 6. (a) Diagram of Double-Faced Weave with One Warp System and Two Weft Systems (Nouri et al., 2023). (b)
Example of a Traditional Warp Setup Device for Weaving
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