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Abstract

The art of carving in Golpayegan has a unique style that should be traced back in the cultural
characteristics and climate of the region. Considering that so far no comprehensive and complete research
has been done regarding the analysis of motifs in terms of anthropology in this field; The purpose of this
research is to investigate the effect of climate and local culture of Golpayegan on the motifs used in the
inlays of this city. From this point of view, it seeks to answer the question, what are the environmental
and cultural factors affecting the various inlay patterns of Golpayegan? The findings indicate that what is
presented in the Golpayegan carving is the result of the culture, beliefs, and beliefs of the people of this
area. Also, the climate and weather conditions of Golpayegan, the existence of walnut and pear orchards
that make it easy to access wood suitable for carving, the existence of the Mote protected area, which is
the habitat of various species of animals and birds, as well as the medicinal plants of the Zagros
mountains, are the main reasons for using it. It is one of the various motifs in the carving of this region.
One of the reasons for inlaying on wooden works is to beautify and show objects that are used in daily
life and are mostly practical. The method of collecting materials is library and field through interviews
with renowned professors and photography. The research method is developmental and descriptive-
analytical with an anthropological approach.
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Introduction

Considering the climate of Golpayegan and the diversity of animals, as well as the many flowers
and plants that grow in the region, the carvings indicate that the artists were influenced by the
nature of the region. What comes to life in people's beliefs and becomes part of them, turns to be
valuable in society; Culture is nothing but the values resulting from this process. In terms of its
traditional culture, Golpayegan's people adhere to religious beliefs. Therefore, following this
commitment, the traditional Golpayegani artist has created works that are influenced by these
values in terms of the practicality of objects and decorative motifs (verses, poems, prominent
scientific-literary figures). The purpose of the present research is to investigate the influence of the
climate and indigenous culture of Golpayegan on the motifs used in the carvings of this city.
Therefore, it seeks to answer the following question: What are the environmental and cultural
factors affecting the diverse motifs of Golpayegan carvings?

Materials and Methods

The research is fundamental in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of method with
an anthropological approach. The data collection was done through library and field. In this article,
after examining the history of Golpayegan carving, its geography and climate, the history of
Golpayegan carving in surviving documents and works, master carvers, the style and style of
Golpayegan carving, the anthropology of this art, and finally, the conclusion, have been considered.

Findings

One of the prominent features of Golpayegan carvings is their richly decorated pavements.
Traditional designs used in Golpayegan include historical, plant, animal, human motifs, and folk
tales. Plant motifs, Islamic motifs, multi-petaled flowers, flowers and birds or flowers and
nightingales, buds and flowers, animal motifs based on the nature of this region such as deer,
leopards, lions and dragons are visisble. Recent designs include portraits of scientific and literary
figures, miniatures, and Thuluth inscriptions. The Islamic type is unique to Golpayegan, and the
greatest Islamic influence can be traced in the works of the late master Ghadiri. The flowers have
many petals,and are full and crowded with stems and thorns. These flowers are sometimes used
around lion and dragon motifs to fill the surface of the work. Sometimes the flowers are carved in
such a way that the flower stands out completely. And the depth of the background becomes very
great. Sometimes, to give volume to the work, the flower is carved separately and glued onto the
work. Regarding the influence of religion, literacy, and population, all of which are sub-categories
of building a society's culture. In Golpayegan, given that the majority of the people of Golpayegan
are Muslims and those who adhere to the implementation of divine laws and commands are more
inclined to draw designs with religious themes. It also produces works that serve religious functions,
such as doors and pulpits in religious buildings, Quran scrolls, boxes for holy books, and boxes for
brides' dowries. Another motif of Golpayegan carvings is the fight between a lion and a dragon,
which has a long history in Iran. One of the original motifs that can perhaps be considered one of
the most prominent Qajar motifs in Iranian carving.

Conclusion

The Mote Protected Area, which is home to a diverse range of animals, the existence of rose
gardens, flowers, and medicinal plants scattered throughout the Zagros Mountains all existed in the
perspective of Golpayegani carvers. The existence of walnut and pear orchards, which are among
the best woods used in the art of carving. It is easily found in the Golpayegan region. Being religious
and committed to implementing the teachings of the revealed religion of Islam is exemplary in
Golpayegan. And this general belief encourages the carver to use verses from the Holy Quran and
the names of Allah in decorating his carvings. Given that the art of carpentry and woodcarving has
flourished as a profession in the Golpayegan region since ancient times, the artist has been
encouraged to exhibit his works in major cities to provide for his family's economic needs. This
migration or short-term travel has led to the spread of this art in the Great Valley and its
introduction to religious and court places. The carvings are a source of Golpayegan culture, and
the appearance of the carvings, in addition to the region, reflects the beliefs of the people of this
region and the ancient land of Iran. (Table 1)
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Table 1. Various types of Golpayegan carvings.

Discription Type of Images Motifs
motifs
Round flowers Plant
(multipetal)
Motif inspired by the
natutre and climate of
the region.
Flowers and chickens Animal
types of birds

All kinds of animals

The war between the legendary
lion and the dragon

A pattern derived from
the beliefs and culture

Poems written of the people.

Verses and
supplications

Names of Allah
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Description

Types pf Images
Motifs

Traditional paintings

Folk tales

scientific

miniature

Famous
faces

Journal of Islamic Crafts, 2025; 9 (2)| 26

Motifs


http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-383-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.2.383

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.2.383 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 10:27 +0330 on Tuesday June 16th 2026

yYyY-¥. :(Y) qF¥ c‘_;on‘ slo sl yin

o’ﬂ’a“f"df/

i & DOT: http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/iic.9.2.383

WA

OB Coio 3 (092 (S 59L 9 (ool ¢(g s (S S 39 o

O Taugsd 38 Sk Lo e
Ol elsag eolyl yin olKisly (0008 (ol i (gouSLisly ¢ wd mlio 095 ylukil .
Oyl eyt e lpl o ol&uisly (63,8 (sl yim (goaSiiils swwd @lio 09,5 )| ol )8 64:55‘1&*313 Y

VEFAYY iy ol VEFIYIY 1cdl s s

(XS

dibate @l8l 9 (Sin 8 GaShy Wb 1) el S pl e a5 315 (03,8 juasdie Bl § S GIOLE e
Ol e ol St 3 0l g0 s 2 LS s i 5 waldl 56 oy imgRy ool Ban S gt
9 o9 shaze Jolgs g 039y d> K;Llfc,‘m‘;j;54§Q_NIL;;_mﬁdlaé_meusa)mdl}l el
asye LS Cuie pia d assl &S wis o J) (Sl asl Socwe GIKLIS Cute oite Ghoh p She (Sibyd
S92 OB 2lsm g T bl g uld] iomen ol ap b ol pj0 Shbliel gyl (i jd seoD g
g (odbcdablne (sdilaie 3959 0d)S OL""T Iy Coie gl cawlio (sgs 4 (wpiwd &S M5 5 93,5 sbogl
FY3 e ST gloegSai ity (og)ls GLLS (eimen 5 03 Sy g Sl iliee (sladisS (Suij e oS
5 oM 2l @ OlFe s T oy Cute BV Sl dilate ol (6 e )3 gt i Sl edlisl ol
Gogl)S bey )l (62,8 sz S g 029 St 290 5039y (S5 0 45 3,8 0Ll Ll 4y (palaegle
ol BT 5] (wlSe 5 g plicolio aslul b anlias 3ok il g 0351 lase g SIblS 90 4y gy ol s
bl (oolidpaye 3)509) b (ot oy g9l g (o3l LimgR Uby) Cusl 485 L9 dilate

AR
OB cute e (LS alll e silul (GILE e

asheikhi@artac.ir : S5l Jgtue™

@ @ ©2025 by the Authors This article is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
@ NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0 license)
https:/ /creativecommons.org//licenses/by-nc/4.0



http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-383-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.2.383

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.2.383 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 10:27 +0330 on Tuesday June 16th 2026

dodko .Y

oMo o 13, (6IWILE5 1 (g9 36 B g 39 s ] il pLVIopS ) g oS (lod S 3,05 & g
o (glacigs o gl dgmg s ) sdols ¢ & euldl a5 LS loanise oloj o 4 (63,5, (s> 5
csoel8l & dgi L lon)S” lae jlyel 31 il 5l 9 03,8 LIy (6,599, b ()i sy odlgl 1 (6 b wite (4l
JSb St ol )15 903 9 48 allaie 13 &S Jlows (6LS 9 S5 (1992 > icmed g g9 3929 9 20 (LS &S
9 398 0 Nadi) dnels )3 29 p3ya ol g3 5 258 (ol p2ye blie] )3 ol .l dlate Cans 3] e (05 S
s (93 e & il ¢t S 3529 o 4 SIS ledye 1l ol ol (sl ) o s (5 Sim B
ol (bl) 555 Lag oldl (oo Blday o8 03,8 35 (b sataly ol (g SR o S e el
i 2 S g S g oaldl 15l i g a8l il ol e (3] _ele a3l (slaoee
oS Sl Glaoyy cpl 0 Gy JUo> 0 gy ool J) il (oo 3,509y Jl (6xSope b s e ol i )3 olitisls g
S RUES Cto giie (298 1 ho (S8 g dacme Jolse g 035 4 (UL e (S

ols ghle 5 (S 1) GBS (ol pokee Cute ST )3 (WAL ¢libelis g (S lilolis S g (e Lo yele
W3S (Byme i 1) e ol i 090 9 S (s QU 1> ST 9 o ¢ gt 3 032 p6 ] (s st
OB ol () ()i w10 )3 polas Cuto yin el sadllan (gallis 1> (WAY) () Se 5 (S Lo ple
5 20y maye <l 03,5 o |y (6o oo (clnoguis 5 03,5 03 ol (gl o 3 Casto gy 4 ztisas ¢l puis 0l
Sl b <8l g (ol 1w st salia 3 (Sind S gt (WA (g g goynd) (g Lo phasme
saloe 3 (WAY (g )lail g j0ailS) ikl sriome g pailS LS laily beol i (ul (g0)bp (2R lwvgs L jdacme
h (las (SRS slacia Sl oslolaas (681 (50,3 (590 canlogl ol 908 )3 ol ()i sallis 3y (gogl>
(b s ol Bhe dlie ) Llhwge plio (gl ) (WAY ¢ ardie) Lodie samme e .l 035 &
> Ao YRS Cute ogad 3 a0l ploxl 095 adlate oyl bl 5 LS gt o (g0)bp
i o 1) IS S5 g 090 g A (6905 (90,509 el fusl 03,87 s ) (Lo BB iluse (Feud 03298 g 00l 1)
cselas b 1) o0 platal ol (gwlid 2350 § (LI (ko )logle 4y o Sl (gelldo )3 aol 58 ol (g o lodls )8
Lol dlio calae

OiRg5 (w9, ¥
Sygo 4 Ao (635 sl lidpdye 3509 b i dnog oy a5 ] 5 (oolis Ban bloday iagh
525595 ¢ orl8l g Ll i ( BOUE o (gaindiy oy 1 o 5 s cllldo ol > sl By plonil e g (sl
(635 em Coleg 2 9 3yl (ilipd o (LS i (3luw g S 5 Cuin A5l ool BT g slid 3 LIS e

ol 0391 plainl 350

Lite ol il oy o8 cud W cpl & 9,0l cpl s |y 36 (ol g oglisie (sl yian il plgdl

<l el 35 g ogl )5 o oo 3 ST sanoler g p3y0 b e yim sl Liclaygl (035 20 48 0,5 0
anol> 33l Cols 5 ol ey g cals (S el o) 3 UiybT ey o5 g dsels )3 e &S 18,2
il (Bltlian 5 (BLI ol b g ibles sl o Sl (o Sho b bl ol yion o cwlidludl B> 1095 oo
b 2)lge cpl & Sl (ulidd SIS g cwlitling (i ol dlul d2ly 5 GEUL Caia (1) (B)90) 2980 485 ) &
a0l L S o Ly bl (BUS oloj slo Sy b (o9 Cuto > 44 gl g gy (LS dilale 35
520 O ol 4l 09 s (o (G0N Kit s 3 (olii e () 48 sl pl 20 el il S (g
ol 03555 it 5 ol ) s 5 S i ] (il Lol 43 ottty Siim it 311, (epit 5 yli &S s
EBsS cdan Sl o iy Sind okl 4wl olopt sl Sy Lacl 5 ks capd (YYAD ¢d)se)


http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-383-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.2.383

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.2.383 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 10:27 +0330 on Tuesday June 16th 2026

884 g g M condiia BT ol pordo (o 9 oo (5455 (B) -y o) 093 0 bl 5 Hleie0
Pl g ol ol Jgeol (5008 o polis I8 3 48 S S (s ol KU iy it ] o
Nuia Jiayin sbolns b (ol (1de Liayin (B b e b Bl g w08 50 Cjle el 03 g S5
OB Cuto (0B g5 At Ly il o503 51 LS e i BT oS s ine it ol B
@ bl g osb Jol oS > (oe )8 ¢ JS )3 sl alaie cpl pldly 9 (S jd sl Jgaee g (o g )8 )

ol adlaie (Sllin gyl «Sin 8 5l (48 watlie g Luj sy Sl (93905 FiBres (28,5 3 bl ey g0 L5

oLt £

A S oo 1 5 galhdg) 9 39,0lj Sl ) GEQUS s 0957 5 (a9 (03 oo & g s iegale e (slaogS
(WYY ¢ o) D55 o0 )8 ool Dy50 ()58 10 g 3 S (glp oS Canl ilaeS” HOLS culd ¢ liwdsS Jold
Canghl Cumw oo a5 Jlgan g (claSls 5 a5 ke a5 Canl S0 93 (el oyl sbolio oy il 3l ige yiomg ol oKaly
s S 4 g gl S50 ki 5 S 3 e 5 255 Cont o5 S bl (5,500 5
(.JL') “TJ‘J& WoTw ¢L§m9§ f‘b‘d ‘L)‘,‘%) ‘)L\.:::w )‘ JJJ)LS« M9y P UK:LK » & Lét&)‘) (\\NM sJJDJJ)') .))f O)Lf)l L)‘S)f
(oo ) S o o3Miial (o 3l g b (BT 3 2350 & gy o0 9) 35 g o Juad 3 (L Pl LS LS
(YA

9 odde sl 3 (65w (gouo (5090 1 ] Bgyro 35 2 Casin 4y &S ol i I 0l £ SOLE o
Sl OIS 4 SO (goliee e o (gio i liol (soley (50590 1 (WWAY ( S cunl aiy Slol )3 55,8 agls
EMSto g dol )3 39008 51y yim ol ABlag 3 SLE 590 4 SedlST IS @ 5k gl (sl Loj (slayid gyt o
oyedan odljelel o (sl o g )91).\» oo (0AVY) 05> pin g (03AY) 865 ¢ liily odljelol 1 a4y g5 o (V9 ¥
3 sdezope (YF 20 olas) Cudd Bypmo (gl 3 o (6 Cuio oligs gz Sloyid Goje> 3 LS 28 o)L
b asdy pl 5> .l 0391 0955 119 8 a0l Cj Sb S 03y pb 50 Y ol 4 il ool jolel (g0 e Cain Foio
cremee o Skl g iy Sorpmel cp M 1L g 092 5o A8+ o il o b oS e g 03] syt (sl
P& 28300 (L5 & (508 5 W sl I il ()i (g (WWAS c(gdommo ) il o (g ludlss (ool
‘Lg)Lajl 9 ).Q(NLS) Cawled] ‘_y_l » um]; L;lp 8090 O Q,{JIJ‘ obl}alnl )5 PLgom u)f Ji«; u.&p k_i.) UK:LK LgAﬂc;e
(YWAY


http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-383-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.2.383

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.2.383 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 10:27 +0330 on Tuesday June 16th 2026

o8y g ol 13 WSS i D olyes o3ljelel Caie jdtcu YU L BOLS e )BT I cladiges LY JSUS
P g lge A Gl @l e bl bawg Cunje 3l pagS dore (o)l e (IS )3 eddiuie
S8l Cuso Sl g pLS

Figure 1. Examples of Golpayegan carvings

in the carving of the Imamzadeh Imran in the of city of Gogad, an old carved door in Golpayegan . an old
carved pulpit,. The historical pulpit of Goharshad Mosque known as Sahib Al Zaman restored by Master
Heydar Niknam, E. a carved painting of Lily riding a camel by Master Heydar Niknam, F. carved painting by
Master Qadiri.
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Figure 2. woodcarving masters from the Qajar period to the present.
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Figure 4. Examples of motifs used in Golpayegan carvings: Plant motifs, The war
between lion and dragon, Flowers and chicken, Khataei and eslimi motifs.
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Figure 7. The appearance of the lion and dragon motif in vatious works: The appearance of the lion and dragon
motif in the Moghadam Museum, the tilework of the Golestan Palace , the relief of the Golestan Palace, the inlaid
box , the inlaid lion and dragon motif at the Bast-e Bahaee to the Imam Reza shrine.
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Figure 8. A sample of famous faces of verses, poems, divine names, and the pure Imams in

the form of a painting.
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Figure 9. High production of mirror frames in Golpayegan carving workshops.(Maheri, 1394)
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