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Abstract

The exchange between humans and objects seems far-fetched; but throughout history, there has been
an interaction between humans and non-humans. Humans have created artifacts due to their needs, and
their creations have gradually given their characteristics to their lives. From this perspective, the
importance of woven straw as a non-human network in shaping the lives of the Bafq people is
important; that is, functional woven straw objects are effective and meaningful components of the
coherent whole of the traditional Bafq culture and are understood as a key symbol in the Bafq identity;
therefore, the question is how Bafq woven straw products have shaped human bio-identity in trading
with humans? The purpose of the research is to understand the place of woven straw in determining
the biological identity of the Bafq people. In addition to classifying woven straw artifacts based on palm
fiber; Pisk, Moq and Sis will also be the research concern. It seems that there is a significant relationship
between the woven mats and the formation of the cultural identity of the Bafq people. In other words,
the woven mats of Bafq have been effective in shaping the identity of individuals in the hot and dry
climate of the central desert of Iran. The present qualitative research is in the fundamental category and
uses a descriptive-analytical method to study the woven mats of Bafq based on the raw material and
based on the actor-network approach. The method of collecting information was library and field. The
result is that the humans have created through interaction with the natural environment and based on
the climate component, and ultimately, geographical characteristics have led to the weaving of climatic
wicker artifacts, and throughout history, the characteristics of the weavings have been passed on to
humans.

Keywords:
Cultural Identity, Bafq Ethnography, Weavings as Cultural Elements, Bafq Mat Weaving, Activism of
Mat Weavings

* Cotresponding Author: s.kakavand@artac.ir

©2025 by the Authors This article is an open access article distributed under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution
NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0 license)
https:/ /creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0



http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-396-en.html

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.2.396 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 10:06 +0330 on Tuesday June 16th 2026

Introduction

The exchange between humans and objects seems far-fetched; but throughout history, there has
been an interaction between humans and non-humans. Humans have created artifacts due to their
needs, and their creations have gradually given their characteristics to their lives. From this
perspective, the importance of woven mats as a non-human network in shaping the lives of the
people of Bafq is important; that is, functional woven mats are effective and meaningful
components of the coherent whole of Bafq traditional culture and are understood as a key symbol
in Bafq identity.

Materials and Methods

The present study is a type of qualitative research that is classified as fundamental in terms of
purpose and uses a descriptive-analytical method to study Bafgh woven mats based on their raw
materials. The study samples include functional woven mats of Bafgh, including hat patterns, rice
husks, various types of containers, and fans, all of which are woven in accordance with the Bafgh
climate. The method of data collection was done through library and field study. The research
tool in the library section is notetaking and in the field section, observations and interviews
obtained from a research trip to the city of Bafgh. The classification of Bafgh woven mats has
been a concern of some researchers and experts; But unfortunately, a coherent and methodical
analysis has not been carried out. It seemed that specialized studies could be conducted from
various perspectives, and one of them is the classification based on the fibrous components of
the palm tree, which the present study has addressed. No source similar to the approach adopted
was found; but in some books, articles, and theses, brief and descriptive references to Bafq
wickerwork have been made. However, despite repeated references in various sources to the raw
material, weaving method, and the diversity and application of products, no documented source
has been found that has been focused on the diversity of functional products based on palm
fibers. Therefore, the present stusy, by classifying the fibrous components of the palm and then
analyzing Bafgh wickerwork based on it, is considered a novel and innovative research.

Results

The findings reveal that Bafgh wickerwork is the result of combining indigenous knowledge in
product design and manufacturing and recognizing the basic needs of the people. Humans have
created in interaction with the natural environment and based on the climate component, and
ultimately, geographical features have caused the weaving of climatic wicker products, and
throughout history, the characteristics of the woven objects have been transferred to humans. Wicker
weavings have gradually evolved and changed in exchange and trade with the people of Bafq, and in
the meantime, they have formed the layers of the bio-identity of the people of Batq. People have
created and produced wicker products based on their livelihood needs; that is, they have introduced
wicker objects into their living environment. Gradually, wicker weaves have come to mean the
material symbols of the spiritual and cultural part of the life of the people of Bafq. By observing the
containers that hold meat, curd, and dates, one can gain knowledge of the food system of the people
of Bafq.The study of the texture of various ropes and cords, or in other words, the tools and manals,
provides guidance on various traditional occupations of the region such as palm cultivation, digging
aqueducts, and kariz. Based on the components of the palm tree, including pisk, moq, and sis, fine
or coarse weavings are produced with various uses. The need for coarse and strong woven objects
such as sazu and kind of carpet emphasizes the importance of sis, which is necessary for the strength
of the rope in the difficult occupations of palm cultivation, water supply, and digging aqueducts.

Discussion

The weaving, construction, and production of artifacts and objects in all regions of Iran have led
to the definition of cultural concepts. Humans have created objects in order to meet their
livelihood needs, and these objects have gradually shaped their cultural environment. It is not
credible; but there has been a dialogue between inanimate objects and humans, and activism
between human and non-human networks has shaped biological identity. A clear example of the
interaction between humans and artifacts is in the study area of this article; that is, Bafq has a
clear manifestation. This research only considers functional woven mats and decorative products
are not among the research samples, because it is believed that functional woven mats have a
strong connection with people's lifestyle and are of great importance in ethnography; therefore,
Bafq ethnography based on the use of woven mats as non-human actors is the focus of this article;
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in other words, the aim of the research is to understand the position of woven mats in determining
the biological identity of the Bafq people. Thus, the question is how have Bafq woven mats
shaped human biological identity in trading with humans? How has the interaction of woven mats
and the people of Bafq casued the crafts changed into identity symbols? Bafq woven mats are
divided into two categories based on their use index: functional and decorative. Wicker carpets,
mats, various types of baskets and containers, various types of ropes and strings, and objects such
as hats, brooms, fans, scales, and jar lids are included in the functional category; but based on the
components of the palm tree and the raw material, wicker products are divided into three
categories: Wicker products made of pisk (the young leaves of the palm tree): such as wicker
carpets, jar lids, fans, and hats. Wicker handicrafts woven from moq (the stiff and thick leaves of
the palm tree): such as brooms and a type of hat. Wicker products made of sis (threads woven
around the trunk of the palm tree): such as instruments and mats. Based on the objectives of the
research, only functional wicker products have been studied. Therefore, the classification of
wicker products based on palm fiber; pisk, moq, and sis will also be a concern of the research. It
seems that there is a significant relationship between woven mats and the formation of the cultural
identity of the Bafgh people. In other words, Bafgh woven mats have been effective in shaping
the identity of individuals in the hot and dry climate of the central desert of Iran.

Conclusion

Wicker weaves have gradually evolved and changed in exchange and trade with the people
of Bafgh, and in the meantime, they have formed the layers of the bio-identity of the people
of Bafgh. People have created and produced wicker objects based on their livelihood needs;
that is, they have introduced wicker objects into their living environment. Gradually, wicker
weaves have come to mean the material symbols of the spiritual and cultural part of the life
of the people of Bafgh.The study of the texture of various ropes and cords, or in other
words, the tools and manals, provides guidance on various traditional occupations of the
region such as palm cultivation, digging aqueducts, and kariz. Based on the components of
the palm tree, including pisk, moq, and sis, fine or coarse weaves are produced with various
uses. The need for coarse and strong weaves such as sazu and kind of carpet emphasizes the
importance of sis, which is necessary for the strength of the rope in the difficult occupations
of palm cultivation, water supply, and digging aqueduct.
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Figure 6. Changing the use of "Dar-e-Sebu" to a chocolate dish, Bafq
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Figure 7. Mohammad Reza Babaei Bafqji, a weaver, weaving a basket, Bafq
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Figure 8. Baskets for storing fresh dates, Iranshahr

Figure 9. Protecting date clusters on the tree from the date nightingale pest, Iranshahr
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Figure 10. Wicker container (for storing and transporting food), woven by Zahra Ghaemi Bafqi, Bafq
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Figure 11. A ) Hormozgan mat weaving, B) Bushehr mat weaving
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Figure 12. Food culture in Bafq based on the diversity of woven mats used to preserve food items
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Figure 13. Gousht Dan (Gousht Du) Hasiti, Bafq County Tourism Strategic Development Plan Report, 2015:
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Figure 14. Kashk Dan Hasiri, Bafq County Tourism Strategic Development Plan Report, 2015: 267
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Figure 15. Kashk Dan, personal collection of Zahra Ghaemi-Bafqi
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Figure 16. Two baskets, shahr-e sukhteh, Seyyed Sajjadi, 2017: 89
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Figure 17. Bafq wicker broom, personal collection of Azam Jafari (bafq wicker artist)
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Figure 18. Straw hat decorated with "Pashotori" texture by Tabandeh Rahimi, Bafq
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Figure 19. A) Exterior view of Bafgh straw hat, B) Interior view of Bafgh straw hat
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Figure 20. Straw hat bearing the Seal of Authenticity, by Tabandeh Rahimi of Bafq Straw Weavers, personal
collection of Tabandeh Rahimi
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Figure 21. Woven wicker fan, Zari Barzegari, Bafq
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Figure 22. Making a fan handle (arrow), maker: Hossein Ali Ghasemian, Bafq
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Figure 23. Fan poles (prepared wicker fan handles), Bafq
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Figure 24. Written fan (message), woven phrase: "Memory of Mashhad"
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Figure 25. Weaver artist (Mohammad Reza Babaei Bafqi) weaving "Sazoo" string, Bafq
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Figure 26. Parts of the date palm tree in the local dialect of Bafq and their characteristics in the texture of
wicker artifacts
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Figure 27. Instrument, string woven from sis

Syosd Cgleal diy oyl 53 g Al o €V JLo> €YD 3L (clpli s |y puanw J oolcamsas (glonlownnsy (33b p30

§ ol oye e Bl il (gladidl Sole il gl abais (ool 5 gl (cladid) men € Jlo? 5 g3l il i

oy ol g Caatd ol (M (sl 9 Sl (i lioly (gladiBly ABgSaus LS (s oo fsiel § Syl 8
(YA JS5) il i


http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-396-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.2.396

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.2.396 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 10:06 +0330 on Tuesday June 16th 2026

LgLﬁd.ﬁQ inle
‘:wuuh‘wb

G Bl s (S8 oo TA S

Figure 28. Cultural foundations of Bafq weavings
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Figure 29. Rope found during excavations of shahr-e sukhteh, 3rd millennium BC, Qasem Nejad, 2012: 34.
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Figure 30. Date-fiber rope, 18th Dynasty (New Kingdom), Ancient Egypt (1550-1295 BC), preserved in the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York
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Figure 31. Using a musical instrument as a decorative strip in making tissue boxes, Mohammad Hassan
Morshed zadeh's atelier
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Figure 32. Master Mahmud (ousta Mahmud) climbing a date palm tree to prune
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Figure 33. Bafteou, woven by Mohammadreza Babaei Bafeqi
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Figure 34. Bafteou, woven by Mohammadreza Babaei Bafeqi
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Figure 35. Fibers woven around a date palm or Sis tree, Bafq
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Figure 36. Mat, woven from date palm sap, personal collection of Mohammad Reza Babaei Bafqi
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