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Abstract

The Baloch people, as an authentic Iranian ethnic group residing in the southeast of the country,
have built a unified identity around the Balochi language and Islamic beliefs while maintaining
historical ties with other Aryan branches. Culturally, their traditional clothing—particularly Baloch
women’s needlework (Suzanduzi)—stands as the clearest emblem of their identity, with Baluchestan
remaining among the few regions preserving its full local dress. This craft, aesthetically captivating
and symbolically rich, serves not only as the region’s central tourist attraction but also as a reflection
of the intricate interplay between art, culture, and social history. Despite its great potential for
economic and tourism development, Baloch needlework still lacks proper recognition in national
markets. This research, conducted through analytical-descriptive and historical methods using library
and documentary resources, applies Rogers’” Five Components of Innovation Diffusion Theory—
where innovation is viewed not as an entirely new idea but as a creative synthesis of past and present
values. Emphasizing the notion of “Perceived Newness” as more influential than absolute novelty,
the study is applied-developmental and aims to clarify how Rogers’ innovation components relate
to the social acceptance of revitalized Baloch attire in modern contexts. Ultimately, it seeks strategies
to strengthen the market presence of this heritage art. Addressing the absence of a theoretical model
rooted in Rogers’ framework, this research bridges the gap between cultural authenticity and modern
demands, demonstrating that intelligent blending of tradition and innovation can elevate Suzanduzi
from a local craft to a national and international brand, fostering sustainable cultural and economic
growth.
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The Baluch people reside in the southeast of Iran and speak the Balochi language. Their
distinct culture, especially the traditional clothing of Baluch women with its delicate
embroidery art, is a symbol of ethnic identity and the main tourist attraction of the region.
Clothing acts as a mirror reflecting culture, identity, and social structures. Handicrafts,
particularly embroidery, hold enormous potential for enhancing the economy and tourism of
Sistan and Baluchestan, which has not yet been fully realized. The continuity of this art has
been preserved through intergenerational, mother-to-daughter transmission. The present
study, utilizing Rogers’ Diffusion of Innovations Theory, examines the impact of the Novelty
Effect’ on the revaluation and acceptance of this traditional clothing in modern society. The
importance of the Novelty Effect’ outweighs ‘absolute newness’; innovation does not
necessarily mean completely abandoning the past, but rather a creative combination of positive
elements from both past and present. The purpose of the study is to determine how the revival
and innovation in Baluch clothing, emphasizing the ‘Novelty Effect’ as the main driver for
adoption, can transform this cultural heritage into a sustainable economic product and bridge
the gap between cultural authenticity and the demands of the modern market.

Methodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical and historical approach, collecting data through
library and documentary methods, utilizing electronic resources and note-taking tools (index
cards). The subject of study is the traditional attire of Baluch women, and the analysis is
structured around Rogers’ five-dimensional Diffusion of Innovations Model presented in
tables, covering three sections: Strategy (Solution), Effect, and Potential Outcome. In terms
of its objective, the research is applied-developmental, aiming to elucidate the relationship
between the components of innovation and the degree of social acceptance of this attire in
society, while proposing strategies for its advancement. From the perspective of its goal, the
study is applied.

Results and Discussion

The integration of Baluch traditional clothing elements, such as intricate embroidery, into
modern urban styles is being analyzed through Everett Rogers’ Diffusion of Innovations
Theory, as traditional Iranian fabrics face decline due to foreign imports. For this clothing to
spread as a successful innovation, its five core characteristics must be understood. Complexity
is low in terms of basic function—simple design and high durability align with a low “cognitive
load.” However, complexity arises in production; the time-intensive, skill-based nature of
embroidery limits supply speed. Furthermore, specific care instructions for embroidered
sections can create consumer resistance if not propetly communicated, alongside general
market competition from mass production. Compatibility is a significant strength. The attire
possesses strong identity coherence, directly reflecting ethnic identity through its motifs and
cuts, which acts as an adoption accelerator. Compatibility also extends to environmental
sustainability through indigenous material use and economic alignment via pricing strategies
that appeal to the younger generation. Harmonious local production strengthens the regional
economy and preserves culture. Observability hinges on public awareness, which is now
heavily driven by social media. Increasing visibility through depiction in films, documentaries,
and cultural events is crucial. Informal word-of-mouth promotion, alongside actionable steps
like holding sewing workshops or designing competitions, actively boosts public attention.
Success is cemented when high consumer satisfaction drives a shift from import dependence
to export growth. Trialability reduces purchase risk by allowing users to experience the garment
first. Strategies include offering rental options, easy online return policies, and providing free
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samples at exhibitions. Testing the attire at special events, perhaps with targeted discounts,
validates that the clothing meets personal needs, paving the way for wider acceptance. Finally,
Relative Advantage positions Baluch clothing as superior to market alternatives. This
superiority stems from its hand-stitched quality, distinctive design, and cultural reinforcement.
Economically, it revives handicrafts and creates local employment. Its higher durability and
climatic comfort, coupled with design diversity and personalization options, collectively justify
the adoption of this unique cultural innovation.

Conclusion

This study assessed how the various dimensions of innovation adoption, as defined by Rogers’
Diffusion of Innovations model, apply to Baluch women’s traditional attire. The results
strongly validate that these theoretical components exert a meaningful, constructive influence
on the Baluch textile sector. Far exceeding the function of a simple consumer good, Baluch
clothing embodies cultural memory, native artistic flair, and a significant Iranian inheritance—
a legacy prioritizing identity, originality, and depth, even amidst rapid global homogenization
and commercial pressures. Examining this through Everett Rogers’ lens shows the clothing’s
capacity to evolve into a resilient cultural and economic force, contingent upon five main
criteria: Complexity, Compatibility, Observability, Trialability, and Relative Advantage. The
harmonious blend of formal simplicity and ease of consumption with the detailed artistry of
needlework establishes a crucial equilibrium between artistic merit and general availability. Its
deep alignment with local cultural, religious, and environmental norms has facilitated its
acceptance beyond the Baluch region to national and international stages.

Dynamic promotion across digital spaces, social media, public platforms, and cultural
gatherings significantly boosts its Observability, contributing to the formation of a new shared
cultural narrative. Furthermore, enabling Trialability via event showcases, exhibitions, and
adaptable purchasing terms minimizes consumer apprehension and builds confidence. The
Relative Advantage—encompassing superior quality, longevity, cultural significance, and
positive environmental/economic impacts—equips it to vie successfully against mass-
produced global fashion. In conclusion, the trajectory for Baluch traditional dress depends not
merely on safeguarding its historical integrity but on its clever, modern adaptation for today’s
consumers—a generation that values heritage but requires contemporary presentation.
Strategic execution, including story-driven marketing, innovative hybrid designs, and global
fashion engagement, can transform this local emblem into a worldwide cultural-artistic brand.
Consequently, Baluch attire will be acknowledged as a durable garment, a vibrant artifact of
Iranian culture, a link connecting tradition and modernity, and a driver of sustainable socio-

economic progresss.
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Figure 1. Balochi Embroidery Pieces
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Table 1. Potential Solutions, Impacts, and Outcomes in Complexity
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Table 2. Potential Solutions, Impacts, and Outcomes in Compatibility
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Table 3. Potential Solutions, Impacts, and Outcomes in Observability
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Table 4. Potential Solutions, Impacts, and Outcomes in Trialability
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Table 5. Potential Solutions, Impacts, and Outcomes in Relative Advantage

Floin! gaze

s Caze a8l g

S5l

Cowgd Sy g yoe 5] Ol pide Gl

Colo yia g CudS 2 wgmsne pled dbxl

(5930590 Ll 5 (391 j93Cuwd p 4STT

Sl Plue 4 olus ol 3 >

Slig codlo g oo Conj o jo Dol

P 1SS 5 (b gl osliial

3L bbb aals i3l

(i yd o Bis 5 oy i lajon

e slade b (i slagyb oS 5

& yudo ‘_;)lal.ég 9 cSle o> sl

M sy 24 pasie Jyasme &)

Ao bl 3 S5y g ok (gl b lies
S yuie

9 CuSh Joamo Glaisd Ly s
d)l.a’.‘ﬁ‘

ol )Se G sl p ials

Sligy 4 G Fstar 5,585k g plg>

P e gl i S

St g )5 3blis > iz 5 IS 3

il (o8] Ll L 3l 5 ),

oL opoles Y 4 Jgae Jods
YU 03931

el jape g (Jo cogn b ol sy

Slyeooles lgisas gob Slogy (Byme
s

s 5 53 SLigy il & 3

Jyaze (sloial (o) gaw L]

S8 g cowy sadlayg) 5> ool

SIS g Jpaze (225 (1)) GlH
oo

OPplss g (aleS e bx

d9dxe ases d‘j‘)‘

ey ik b 5l el il

Sligy a5 5 408 4 LSR5 5 Gl

Sin b K805 b il

Jyaze (Sinyd g (sl olGle Cogls

W5 Olee 9 i 4 plyist 9 S ol

e g5 T8 o)y seges Bjge]

&b o, Sen g Sl plo (ganwg
S

Sl ik & i (B

waé;h,o JU"JIL)"’ oK les 3 gl

ol 513 g o o 5 gy Gl

Mk caliss g olexel co ot

gsk Cogn b o xip ol

Jbsl aby ¢ oolal gl

bbb g Mg sanie tals

g S b sl Sgd cales
e

Jpasma solaidl 5 elainl o)) tald

Il Jbasl sl 5 (gt CutS Laas

‘_;bu )ch )K Koy )'l odliiul

S5

285 )5 il ayge ol 5 it Sl 3 gl by cilizee dlel Sl G2 69l il e el (Gimely )
Sl gl sl ol (s Sligy by Jhlize g Cute kil gob Skigy Coiuo 3 5yl sl laadlie oS By Ui ol
)Li:J:S] dc\g_)\éj «_J9>)l> 5 J,J.?u ol 0L Uio 9 <ol Cogd ddg.l% » ubm ‘u’L@? LS}L*’QL*&.’. 9 d)‘L»d)‘qG ulw);
B (523505 (6w bl o Sty S 1S (8 gy el Sy () 4 il e ST 52, gl (sl
8l b C8yums copuw 9 LB jd  Solw 3aals )0 1y Jlob (golaidl g Kinyd b o S5y b bas g ¢ g Cu 3o g 03\l
oo o Ko elo i)l b JolS Sialon ol o3)5l a0y (6 53] g o yteod CallB o ol (5399050 S0 0dy
2 U8 i 255 8 (ol 3)90 Sl (5 5 e 9508 ) a8k ol (ganely s ) bad & SLigy ol odd sl porlil
S US4y g o3 Gl gy ysbas ) ol (s el o ((Sim b (slaojlsiie g (eloia] (sloaSid dneil, ¢ og0s (sld
ot e cpdillasl b 3 claculu g oKl daslig, , aiulesl gosliiwl el .ol 03,8 KoS" (clojl nor (gelals
S i) B pled g cuaS il wld cpl awd Cujo ol 0390 ool |y BALS B pan dlaiel g o3> ials Ty b ie STyl
A oo i Jdoo cpl aoles o unl 03)S" wal 3 1) Slea o imio Sligy b culby cud )b (oobaidl 5  Jaoroliuwj o Sibyd


http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-415-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.2.415

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.2.415 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 8:40 +0330 on Tuesday June 16th 2026

3,15 3905 o jop0l o (gl )] sl o ,35L )3 Sl g oi 4D o] Spo bis 3 gl s Slig o] &
b g alyy p e b 3l edes sl )Saly gl b gigyel p 13 5 (b5 B o Lol el dindiy g bao JLid 4 o7 s
Slogn B Wl Sl sy Simpd dip &) (oo sled 1) e ] Gl Sl S0 sy ) Jb jpan b ad S il
Stnog Sl (slole g i pho g Cinw o (b el it 8 5l 055 (g liosy aSl eyl g Lo cld lgie 4 i g5 Sl

A5l alid olas o b, (oolatil 5 elazs] b

Alas (10,08 Alis e 4 AiSRUE g Seuts gy i gl Jl S Wy e p5Y 355 (B hins Lk 55 15yl Wl

gy b walats ¢ wlid B, ol gIlulS Cledbl (6,503 )5 ggbgn dlaiin 3 Lopp 5 25 i ] (B w10 B Samnr g5 8 Lo
o ).g‘).g dlie prl d)h'.«»lﬂ} 9 19.0!.6 L)")Li’ ‘le‘)\} r\,.Ja.u ;059),1 Copdo

sl 03,85 283 o sang gd Simak il 1l ool

<3S g el 1) pdlie Slis S B siy 55 18 le DLAT

CDlods 0L g puiitie 4yl () 3 cimg ol Job 3 eaiidg laedls ples g0 g 1 0315 4 o ywd

.

References é.:l}.o

Afrugh, M. (2009). Form and color in Baloch art. Book of the Month — Art, (133), 80—85. [In Persian].
Afshar Sistani, I. (1984). A look at Sistan and Baluchistan (The land of hardworking free people). Tehran: Nashr-e-Homa. [In
Persian].

Alizadeh, S. (2015). Classification and introduction of Balouch needle working semiotics and patterns. Master’s thesis in
Handicrafts, Faculty of Art, Sooreh University. [In Persian].

Ansari, J. (2013). An Introduction to the Folk Culture and Ethnic Groups of Iran. Tehran: Sobhan Noor.
Bayhaqi, H. (1986). The Art and Culture of the Baloch. Honar Quarterly, (10): 444—471. [In Persian].

Ebadollahi, N., Cheshmeh-Sohrabi, M., & Noshin-Fard, F. (2014). Analysis of technological factors affecting technology
acceptance based on Rogers’ Diffusion of Innovations Theory: A case study of journal index software. Knowledge Studies
Quarterly, 7(26): 79-92. [In Persian].

Fereydoonzadeh, H., Keshavarz, G., & Yari, F. (2019). The Aesthetics of Urban Cultural Landscape in Geographical and
Ethnic Coordinates (Case Study: The Baloch People). Scientific-Research Journal of Physical Development Planning, 4(2),
67-78. [In Persian].

Ghasemi, M., Mohammadi, S., & Mousavi Haji, S. R. (2013). Formal Structure of Natural Designs in Baluch Women’s
Needlework (With the Emphasis onlnstances from Saravan Township). Negareh, Scientific-Research Quarterly, (22): 61—
70.[ In Persian].

Hall, E., Gomez, A., & Pallasmaa, Juhani. (2015). Phenomenological Perception Queries. Translated by Aliakbari, M., &
Sharifian, M. A. Tehran: Nagsh Parham.

Johnny, J. (2017). Notes on interdisciplinary perspectives of local colour identity. Journal of the International Colour
Association, (19): 4-14.

Keshavarz, G., & Javadi, S. (2016). The relation of cultural symbols in Baloch embroidery. Quarterly of Eastern Art and
Civilization, 4(13): 13-22. [In Persian].

Khamoushi, Z. (2008). Transformation of application in Baloch and Turkmen needlework. Islamic Art Quarterly, (9): 77-98. [In
Persian].

Mabharati, Y., & Entezarian, N. (2023). Introducing and Evaluation of Rogers’s Diffusion Innovation Theory. Economic
Innovation Ecosystem Studies, 3(1): 45-66. [In Persian]. http//doi.org/ 10.22111/innoeco.2024.47286.1083

Mahmoudzehi, M. (2012). Customs, Beliefs, and Culture of the People of Balochistan. Tehran: Abnoos.[ In Persian].

Malek, S. (2020). Identification of conventional motifs in Baluchi embroidery. Bimonthly Scientific Journal of Research in Arts
and Specialized Sciences, 5(9): 69-76. [In Persian].

Mohammad-Shafiei, M., & Firooz-Ranjbar, M. (2015). Identifying factors influencing the acceptance of innovation in the
clothing industry using Rogers’ Diffusion of Innovations Theory (Case study: Citizens of Isfahan). International Conference

on Management and Economics in the 21st Century. [In Persian].

Mousavi-Haji, S.-R., Mahmoudi, S., & Ghasemi, M. (2014). Local Baluchi clothing and its connection to national identity.
Quartetly Journal of National Studies, 15(1): 180-200. [In Persian]. http//doi.org/ 20.1001.1.1735059.1393.15.57.8.7

Nazari, A., Zakeriaei-Kermani, I., & Shafiei-Sararoudi, M. (2014). The Comparative Study of Designs of Kalporegan Potteries


http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-415-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.2.415

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.2.415 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 8:40 +0330 on Tuesday June 16th 2026

and Baloch Needlework. Quartetly Journal of Comparative Art Studies, 4(8): 31-47. [In Persian]. http//doi.org/

20.1001.1.23453842.1393.4.8.3.6
Pirouzram, S., & Binaya-Motlagh, S. (2013). Examining the issue of creativity in traditional art. Javidan Kherad, (24): 29—46. [In

Persian].

Pardel, F., Seifi, L., & Nokarizi, M. (2015). Factors influencing the adoption of Permis in the National Content Consortium
based on Rogers’ Diffusion of Innovations Theory. National Studies on Librarianship and Information Organization
Quarterly, 26(3): 10-22. [In Persian].

Rapoport, A. (1980). Using Culture in Housing Design, University of Wisconsin. Milwaukee.

Roger, E. (1995). Diffusion of innovation. New York: Free Press.

Roger, E. (2003). Diffusion of innovation (5th ed.). New York: Free Press.

Rogers, E., & Shoemaker, F. (1983). *Communication of Innovations: An Intercultural Approach*. Translated by Ainollah
Karami & Aboutaleb Fani. Shiraz: Shiraz University Press .

Rogers, P. L. (1999). Barriers to adopting emerging technologies in education. Journal of Educational Computing Research,
22(4): 455-472.

Shaari, N. (2015). Indigenous knowledge creativity in Batik cultural product based on Kansei. International Conference on
Social Sciences and Humanities (ICSSH’15), Bali, Indonesia.

Shahbakhsh, S. (2005). The Decorative Motifs of the Baloch. Ketab Mah-e Honar (Art Month Book), (89 & 90), 10-146.[ In

Persian].
Tajavidi, Z. (2011). Recognizing the motifs of Sistan and Balochistan needlework. Tehran: Yaran-e Mehr. [In Persian].
Yarshater, Ehsan & Bolukbashi, Ali. (2004). Clothing in the Land of Iran. Translated by Peyman Matin. Tehran: Amir Kabir. [In
Persian].

Yaghoubi, H. (2014). Balochi women’s clothing needlework: Form and color. Iranian Folk Culture Quarterly, (38) &(39): 52-78.

[In Persian].

Yavari, H. & Sarkhosh, sh. (2010). Introduction to the Traditional Clothing of People in Various Regions of Iran. Tehran:
Simaye Danesh. [In Persian].

ool 3] 5 Kim b 55 1505 o gz 23 (e 5 sl (VYA sl ¢ sliaasus ;L

A=A S(WYY) i ol LS 2ol 1 53 (55 5 pyb (WWA) e o

29 e 1010 Sl I8l g dole Kim B b Ll .(WYAY) . Jlex «cs L

FEF-FVY (V) in doliliad ol Kinyd g yin (WD) . s ¢ g

39l s2eldl s o (lal 2 (o (Slgizme poropuiS 53 ey 5)S 4 2 IS 16 elge (WAF) Loy (6 52)55 g oM i taloli S
NoVY HF) V5 oMbl L lojle 5 s )olS o ldllas (sasl s i),

VAN (VF) 05 Ghagle ot i 53 S Ao () (WAY) e 3l sl 5 b e <plyjo e

REOhb OIRG e g 9 (s (S5930059w (o CELS (WAL) Ly s g0

WA Q) oMl yin saelilad (305 5 5 @k 5930059 3 2008 J2 (WWAY) jj (gels

Sl o83l 5 151V L b gl g o0 il (sden 5 ((Sim ke Bln, Haisslg Gl (VY] ysld Seosd g gl 52,

NeVEE H(AR) 5 (R+) i olo LS sl s Lol (VWAF) g o iSuad

5l Gl saslil el bl 2 6yl (opdy 2 e slgls Jalge oo (VWWAY) asblé 0 80bgi 5 jilas ¢ ol doutiy d)gi ( fULe
VAAY (YOI e ol by (gaol uad .l i (saulas l58ln 50 dimg}y 390

RS 0900 oI i (0SB ¢y glio w8yl (wlid)l sl (539300 5 (eolidoled 5 o (Byme 9 gz (WRD) el dlle

Sy (goh PP 53)90 S Wiges) Curngd g Ll lais )3 jod (Kb jlaie (ol ol (VWAA) 4l g3b 5 GUIS 5)5LiS" cpu c03lj9 8
PYVAY) ¥ g8 gamgs (530)aaby (g = cole

sloiges » 18T L) gok 065 59300590 > (o o S0 bl (WAY) gy o (21 (S50 5 5 ALSs (29050 Ao < goml
SVVY (YY) 00,55 sl by

MY (0) ¥ (30 003 gy gaalibad gl (gj52 09 )0 (S8 Gl Capmd (VYR0) 10506 ecs3ls U o558

FAVEA) B (oaass pole 5 yin > Gidgh (pandS e salnlegs gob (i35 ) powre aalopid (lelis (WAR) absgw «Slo

sadllas) 21y sl il o5 3l oalisul b Slagy Caxtio 13 gl Gy 2 s Jelge allid (IYAF) it yo 075 g8 9 cdiomo e smpbbamo
VY 08 3 skl g Copie (ollip (S (ladal b (g e 13590


http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-415-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.2.415

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.2.415 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 8:40 +0330 on Tuesday June 16th 2026

ol 100 ol sl p3ye i yd g sl eyl (WWRY) g (0339050
I (o Slalllas gaolilind . Lo Cusn b "j SNiawans 5 zob (e Sligy (WAY) dud o ¢ omld g (0515 AlSius (635050 ¢ Jguo yhuaws ¢ 31> Sgumwgo
http//doi.org/ 20.1001.1.1735059.1393.15.57.8.7 ¥+ «—VA+

http//doi.org/ ¥0-55 :(\) Y «s)slg (6oLamdl poscumn ; ldllae .y (oyglos il gt as obs)l g (Byme {VF+Y) cal ¢yl cgin ¢ 5 )lae
10.22111/innoeco0.2024.47286.1083

saebidab gk (sjgd0ism Lot b O )0ulS slaaidlin (Do (bl aalllan (VWAY) 353500 939l posmetd 9 soloal 3o S (2l )5S el s ki
http//doi.org/ 20.1001.1.23453842.1393.4.8.3.6 XV-YY :(A) ¥y (dudey Slalllas

S el 10l Ot Olow (g0 5 mejoll 5> Sigy (WAY) (e ((SLS gk 5 (el SbLI )L

DY=YA :(YQ) o (YA) )l poye i 3 (gaolilind .55y 5 il igaly U5 Sy (sl g3 555w -(VWAY) codses ¢ ooiny

el G5 3005 Ol ebarme 5 ST o ston 5 ol STl oy (WYY logy dowsVly 5 5 5501 558 eyl Jlo



http://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-415-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.2.415

