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Abstract

What connects Ferdowsi's Shahnameh with people's
culture and painting are stories with heroic and mythical
themes that have made painters to try to depict it for many
years. One of the themes in Shahnameh is the battle of
famous heroes with legendary animals, including Simorgh
and Dragon. Among the evil animals, which are a symbol
of demonic and evil forces, the dragon has a special place
and in Iranian mythology, it often appears as an
embodiment of evil and evil deeds. One of the ways to
portray the confrontation of these two opposing forces in
Iranian epic literature is in the form of a superhuman war
with a dragon. Haft Khan is his battle with the dragon,
which is the manifestation of the battle between good and
evil in the whole world. The dragon is one of the elements
that is considered in all cultures and has many meanings.
The battle with the dragon is a symbol of man's battle with
the ego. This is the battle between good and evil. Dragons
are commonly used in painting to represent demonic
forces, and the role of dragons has had a special place in
describing evil, darkness, evil, and the power of the soul.
Therefore, in both schools, one of the most significant
works illustrated by painters is the Shahnameh and the
battle of Esfandiar and the dragon is one of the subjects in
which it is depicted in various forms. This issue is
important among the paintings of the two leading schools
of Shiraz and Tabriz, and the paintings of this period have
a different structure than the paintings of their
predecessors. The main focus of this paper is a comparison
of the visual and structuralist relationship between
Esfandiar and the dragon in the drawings of Shiraz and
Tabriz II schools. The present study is conducted to
answer two questions: what visual features did the painters
use to depict the dragon? and what do the selected images
have in common with the visual-visual differentiation?
This research is descriptive-analytical and the data is
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collected in a library method. The results show that the
drawings of Shiraz school, unlike the drawings of Tabriz IT
school, have not been as successful as they should be and
perhaps in using the functions and visual features to depict
the desired theme. Painters in each petiod in accordance
with the conditions of the time and the need for painting
have used special visual features and it can be said that the
features used in the works is greatly influenced by
Ferdowsi's descriptions in Shahnameh which is the tichest
source for painters and the images. It has provided a clear
and concise picture of the dragon, and the painters have
been able to find a special artistic language, appropriate to
the literary expression of the Shahnameh, and to give the
images a value equal to that of literary crafts. Among the
features that are commonly seen in all periods and are
mentioned in the verses of Shahnameh, we can mention
the following: the size of the dragon, fire and incitement,
as well as the dragon's claw. Other visual features include
the texture of scales such as the body of a snake, the body
of a twisted body, the body color of a dragon and large
teeth, the position on the screen and the direction of
movement, which may not be seen as the same in Ferdowsi
literature, but the artist of each has considered these
descriptions as an adjective in the dragon he has depicted
in various forms. Visual functions also include the type of
composition, cutting the frame with the dragon body,
twisting clouds, drought, a small presence of spectators,
showing the scene in terms of the moment of
confrontation, the color space that governs the image and
the type of lines that govern it.

Keywords: Ferdowsi Shahnameh, Shiraz School, Tabriz
School, Dragon, Visual Communication, Visual Elements.
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Fig. 2: - (a) Part J)yw JJ”):A 0j90 “5.5‘\\“\ oy 5(_{).:.0
of the pictute / part of the painting of Fereydoun testing his
sons, Tahmasebi Shahnameh, gold and ink on paper,
attributed to Agha Mirk, Tabriz, 931 AH, New York
Metropolitan Museum

WWW.metmseum.org
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(B) Part U“\‘J L.sL.:)J 0jg0 Sels <9 Mo 9 SR> “_/i}).gi ‘J.o"\‘\/\
of the image. Esfandiat's Battle with the Dragon, Ferdowsi
Shahnameh, Shiraz, 998 AH, watercolor, ink and gold on

papet, British Museum London
www.themorgan.org

o3 S 3 55 olya gy L i )
0y 5 g « Sl (a4 G ccalagl wslials )35 o
(Hosseini Rad, (|5 polzo (sl it 0j50 jo i 1S g4,

/ 2006: 320) ) (C) Part of the image

Kaykhosrow passes through Geyhun with Gio and
Farangis, Tahmaseb Shahnameh, attributed to old,
watercolor, ink and silver on paper, Tabriz, Tehran Museum
of Contemporary Art, Source: (Hosseini Rad, 2005: 320)
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Fig. 1: Part of the painting of the battle of Bahram Gore and
the dragon, Shahnameh of Ferdowsi, unknown artist,
Isfahan, circa 1148 AH, watercolors, gold and ink on paper,
New York Metropolitan Museum
WWWw.metmseum.org
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Fig. 3: - (a) Part of the picture / part of the painting of Fereydoun his sons, Tahmasebi Shahnameh, gold and ink on paper,
attributed to Agha Mirk, Tabriz, 931 AH, New York Metropolitan Museum b) Part of the picture / Dragon in the tree Oak,
brush design, cultivar Agha Enayatollah Esfahani, Tabriz School, mid-10th century AH, Cecil Hercurt Smith Collection,

Source: (Opham Pope, 2006: 501). C) A part of the image / stories of the prophets of Neyshabur, the attack of the idiot of
Moses on the servant and sorceters of Pharaoh, by Aghar Reza, circa 1590-1600, National Library of Paris, source: (Gray, 2006:
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Fig. 4: - (a) Part of the image / part of the picture of Garshasp battle with the dragon, Garshasp Asadi Tusi letter, watercolor
,and gold on paper, Shiraz, Safavid period 988 AH, Arthur Sceller Gallery
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B) Patt of the image / (b) Patt of the image of Gatshasp battle with the dragon, illustrated leaf from a manuscript of
Shahnameh, about 831 AH, Museum of Art of the Islamic World, Brooklyn
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Table. 2: Study of visual-visual features of three selected drawings of Esfandiat's battle with the dragon from Shiraz school (Source:
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Table 3: Study of visual-visual features of three selected drawings of Esfandiar's battle with the dragon from Tabriz IT school
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Table 4: The differences and commonalities in the visual structure of the dragon in the selected drawings of Shiraz and Tabriz IT
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Table 5: Structural study of study drawings of Shiraz school (Source: Authors)

S pgad 55 pb
dlo)ﬂlbdv\i{a«-{ﬁ d,)bd,\,._,,_«_{)g '-’A-liod.\ug,%f); OYEND S0 0,5 p
RN

N

3 b

L

o D

o5

17

33

3

aolalis dadll bsiawl 5 =¥
B0 3y (w9 3

£
b

- -r.vc—vv-r;‘.'-e,m

Aol dadjl b jbasawl 5,5 Y
& ISSVN ‘)I)MJ (ew9d )y

29 & el el iSe B 2 g3 2y S (Lo IS
ool il B (6550 S S 45 05 o oad SIS
@50 ped ju S (65 pgal ©)a8 Bumd LS S5 el
iS5 o 93 3l ool b atusle |y .l ate AulS s guad
Fo)lods Jodo S jidey (Lol p990 g9y 2 ]y bobre S 5e

Dy o ped 325 Ko slo )T i Sl 4y

yolie poluly )5 2 gacuS 5 B Bjlad Jodo plo

S 3l polal cpl il oads Sl diliiedign (g pguai Lol
ilos LSM W d‘bﬁb 9 u.:s)b ¢‘_;\-L.A LA.:S)J O u.ﬁ‘.md.\u
Camasd § M HlusSs 0l blod & bacuuass 5 polic dus

P e 54 culie Sl a8 5 QBRI plply



(ulf..\.’)li: e.m) £9d il u?uugo L5L°’°)l§3 d»u;t’ob albo F J9A>
Table 6: Structural study of study drawings of Tabtiz IT school (Soutce: Authors(
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Table 8: Structural study of two visual elements of color and line in the study drawings of Tabriz II school (Source: Authors)
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Table 9: Structural adaptation of six study drawings of Shiraz and Tabriz II schools (Source: Painters)
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Table. 10: Summary of Visual-Visual Structural Features in Study Samples (Source: Painters)
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Table 11: Summary of comparison of visual functions in study samples (Source: Authors)
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Table 12: Research Findings Study Samples (Source: Authors)
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