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Abstract

The glass enameling is one of the artistic skills with a long
history in Iran, which at the same time with the Qajar
period, with the arrival of donated and custom works from
Europe, was influenced by their techniques, designs, and
the manifestations of these effects continue to this day.
The combination of decorative techniques and patterns
and similarities between domestic and imported products
sometimes obscures whether they are Iranian or non-
Iranian. In the Qajar Museum of Tabriz, a precious
treasure of such glassware with a wide range of colors and
designs is kept, which has been analyzed in the present
study. The purpose of this study is to identify the technical
characteristics of enamel (execution methods) of the glass
of this collection and analyze the role of the ink used on
them. This research sought to answer the question that
what technical characteristics (execution methods) and
visuals (designs) do the enamel works of Tabriz Qajar
Museum have and what message do they have in their
visual arrays? The necessity of the forthcoming research
arises from the fact that so far no detailed and
comprehensive study has been done to extract and analyze
the techniques and patterns of glazed glass in this
collection. The purpose of this study is to identify the
technical and artistic characteristics of glazed glass in this
collection and analyze the pattern used on them. The
present research is of basic-applied type and descriptive-
analytical method. The method of data collection is based
on observations of works in museums and library studies.
The samples examined include 30 enameled glass works of
Qajar Museum in Tabriz. Tables and diagrams have been
used to show the technical and decorative features of the
works and the frequency of each of the variables. The
results of the study and description of the variables led the
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research to analyze the data based on library resoutces. The
results showed that the enamel glass of Qajar Museum of
Tabriz has been applied on all kinds of decanters, vases,
jewelry boxes, inks, teapots, glass bowel, hookahs, vases,
glass candlesticks and oil lamps. The glass of this collection
is made of opaline, Cameo glass and colotless and clear
colored glass and their enamel is done using opaque, luster
glaze and gold enamel paints. The director of the Qajar
Museum in Tabriz introduced two pairs of straits in this
collection as a gift from Napoleon Bonaparte to Fath Ali
Shah Qajar. The high quality of the enamel of this
collection indicates that the mentioned works were
produced by famous factories in European countries and
Turkey in the field of glassmaking and were sent as gifts to
the Qajar kings or by order of Iranian merchants and
statesmen. The main motifs of the enamels in this
collection include human motifs (the role of European
men and women, Qajar kings and politicians), plant motifs
(western ivy plant, which the Iranians call Kondan, various
leaves, rosette, medallions which the Iranians call
bergamot, five feathers flower, pomegranate flower), the
lion and the sun and the inscription. The works of this
collection are luxurious, donated and imported. In some of
them, features of Western aristocratic art styles such as
Rococo can be seen, and in another category, according to
the motifs of Qajar kings, politicians and the role of lions
are onsetved. The sun has been a propaganda tool in the
service of showing the glory of Shah Qajar and the
discourse of government power.

Keywords: Qajar Museum of Tabriz, Iranian glass enamel,
European glass enamel, glass decorations, Motifs on glass.
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Table 1: Descriptive details of the enameled works of Qajar Museum of Tabriz (photo: writers photo Archive)
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Qajar Museum in Tabriz (Source: Authors)
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Table 2: Methods of enamel glassware of Qajar Museum of Tabriz (photo: writers photo Archive)

g | sl [ o oSl e iyt [
ryas il S o ) Ely s s o ) Ely
Part of the 8 2B Types of zr= d)} 8 2B Types of
image Sample enamel glassware colors Part of the image | Sample enamel glassware colors
of Qajar Museum, Tabriz of Qajar Museum, Tabriz
S
(4 ) Opaque
embossed
gilding
s SN
Luster aiions
gilding

OF« 39 oled )3 058 13 Ly 9 e A (59 32 piged
ol dded g9y 32 9 03D Oyl (e SSS) <5y (glod) 42
e B oboyl pelas .(Mousavian, 2012, p.33) g g0
o9 4 S (LS 3985 b o pigel sl 5 ey UK
Spgo 2 )BT (3 53 i oyl s sl 005 (3 (5 S
bl old g a8y e Jol plil ©jg0 4 505 (pdm 53 9 A
OB (33 Dgdign 03 S 9 (255 ool o Sype S,
el s ol o sl sy g ol ppgless 4y 7F il
g ol cypilyiban b pillols eliel 1) llabad] el ol
aobly g Glred g9y » ol cpilydlae 4 (°L‘3c5l" Ao
Wi b 8D pan @ pgp pslal ol )b olaid]
2lg (UL olyen (BB Lold b s O g 4 Sy M
o P (595 3 Cand SBT 51 (S 3 g ety sl ol
SUad (1o 5 50 Cawl CaagS g 0l Cualie 5 € yAB o 45 Silos

sl 01 o3latsl (LS She85 9 5 )M 5l 55 S5 el

w58 b G Y
oy [olaidl dgs a1y Slohd 31 ¥ audyes gy cpdled Lids
ol 4By Sy (lojeipw ST g sladied Muedd 595 2 9
5 Vb & otz p3 ey (2B L ined o 3lE (sloyed
5 mia b S ) b adyes oz 9 Mb b Casd )3 (gpdads
S9) 2w O Sl 008 (LI ()98 Saglad b > 9
by sy p ol by o S ) 3l odlizl b acSs
SOy 4 35wy B g pablSEly 9 385 bl

el 0ad (LB )58 Slagin b g 25

(03,) amss .£-Y-¥
1918 b S s gorme cpl (5 n a3 5 (hei (e )3

b i X
Ubois cdgarme pl (claai S (glive > 4By 54 oo (o tage
P9 oMoy Cusl (68)) 4S9 b g3 9 b (Sludl (LS
slope Slagpzdais 5 Jsb (Mg o f bols ailo (23

ol a2y S BT 51 B 5 ol el LS 5

IS i A T-T
Lo @b oy (sladiges slue > By )5 4 Bodi e
L oS 0 i Ll o o g cadls |y 08 oy iy alS
e Mo b UL S 5 Sl oljee cpyidin Mo g SIS,
Sy LSy el i ol ) g i 1) sl e
& Syl ggie b S5y b 35 S35 b g Y Syl olie
u,u.o., .w] (X% ])>] L)AA-QAJ 9 ‘}4)9«0 ¢‘_>J>U)lJ cb))' sJu.O.w U)sao
9 Mo S5y b (5 aw b 99) $p05 9 oSS Sjgo 4 5
Sl b T 51 3 55 by o JB slad 5 00 ol S
5 3w 5 )2l bl polas g &l JBsd b ] S pe 5 3 i)
s S y900 2y ST 5, L 55 ety S5l 0 e s

wCawl 005 13 30,8 4 355

REE R R
o 43 93 4y cadllas 350 (St Sl py d5290 Sl ol
B AV L gyl by 5 b5 bl Cons s g e
U9 w3 )D Ll 0l S Ol.\lf9hb&;3 &9y 2 &S ol
Sl Ol S 0o 1T 51 (3 5 5 ST ) il
i 4y oS o odlizal ()5 Sy sl b (Sl
Ry ogd ol 33 Cusl 039 (55 pol )3 @ Sl by
090> 40 Ve 95 g3 (ppj S 1 b b gl S 390
(il 1 31 ey gl o & st JENSTSIG 2,8 e 1,8

VFee bl g9 5l ) o)lod ooxiy JL‘”O’U’IJPOQZO:‘U‘;”

Yoy



Vo¥

R B ojge 30 99290 GBALST Gluo Shgii 9 (b Julow

LS g T ol )3 aidy S 4 (asls Loe casl posk
bt 5 S35 5 il S op 2 JS 90 Syt 1 i
Y JISH) o o (s 55 5 S5 Sy (55
32 oL 5l B oy93 3ol 1> (ALS (oo Sl (B oy o0 sl
SsbpgSll Shly Sl gl sl 5 Sl b1 sl
€op Sy g J5aile (LS (g L o 0d plonl (inss
LY FLm 0393 P 4o U‘)" i ‘Sl.b).e(w 2 ‘5l>bo dl.&vdng
ool il b cuas (555 ol 5 Olie albl deng Lo
ol 0l o Mgy (B 0‘9}& a5 (63,5 099 b bas e
2 &S 2505 bliwl opin o)lg o ass 43 (Floor, 2003, p. 89)
ST Ay I o 4y il glie 03 pas BB )95 Ll
057 lse b ol ol 5 caslio i g alpej Yo cost o slo
L oSS b Sl laceyin ol pae dise (o35 39008
elisl Gy o) Glagst LB cl (wpn chas
s 15 155 &S ()BT g 3500 (55 Al i (33, Slasis S
Khanpour et all, ) cuily (6 5Yb cuasS )6 g0)50 Pl )U &
ool g9 2 4 (e latoyim g Bl i sy ol l g (2012

23,5

L0 2 d«w;y U" Gl 03 uoLa.o] .)9> 4 ‘) b L)")“S \Z
D S b S5 i B cutia )] g9 p &S Conl (S5
OB5 SS9 30dys5 5 b g (LS hos Wl 51 S o 900
KW Pl e oGS il sl 1l SIS, L b))
aiiS cpld dogi b aS o So Mo b wyls s & " sl
3B o) Syl 4T (slalive 1 (B2 59y 32 45 gy
pb 55 ysSie (4w Yl (Mousavian,2012, p.121) L5 e

.Jw’»)l) Dmbu:))l.é.uu

01y 33 I3 L Iyl (gl gl (samulio £

anlllae 3,90 )il &y dngi byl
Jols 453305 5925 (tdsng e 0590 3 el St | ool
33193 ()8 4 Blate g ilisee (slaojlsl 4 WIS g (5 0l sk
sy b (Deymand, 1982, p. 231) Cawl (<l )b g puis
Ol slaojge 1581 55 9250 (6B lie sl Sl o plosl gl
Acgaxe g 0j90 N> )3 (xS a3 BT 5l g 039 (Sl
oS g Gjledlad gl & d9d0e IS paed sl
ol &85 )15 )y 2y90 (iR (] 3 Glnl Sl b)) slee
5, 3 oolizol b BT (sline ctallan 3,90 (slodiges oy B
500 Ll Y g sy g maiins (£ )SMb S ol (o

Ul)JI dA.JLO.w 9 dA...ij 0)9.4
Fig. 5: Ewer decorative
lines, Opapue Color and
gilding, Glassware and

Ceramic Museum of Iran
(photo: writers photo
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Fig. 4: Decanter with, flower
motifs, Opapue color,

Glassware and Ceramic
Museum of Iran (photo:

Archive) writers photo Archive)
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Fig. 3: Decanter with flower
motifs, Opapue color and
gilding, Glassware and
Ceramic Museum of Iran

(photo: writers photo
Archive)
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Fig. 2: Ewer with Grape
leaves motifs, Opapue color
and gilding

(www.saddleflasks.com)
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Fig. 9: ashkdan with Rosette
and leaves, Opapue color
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Fig. 8: hookah base with
bergamot, Rosette and the
image of Nasser al-Din
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Fig. 7: Hookah base with
flower, luster color

(www.saddleflasks.com)
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Fig. 6: Ewer with flower,
Opapue color and gilding,

Glassware and Ceramic
Museum of Iran (photo:

Shah, Opapue color

(www.saddleflasks.com)
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