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Abstract

Lustre painting is one of the techniques that has provided a
very good basis for painting on glazed ceramic canvas. The
patriarchal era is considered as the peak of the flourishing of
Lustre painting. Countless works have been painted on
vatious types of tiles, inscriptions and utensils with the Lustre
technique. Reading and understanding many of these works
has not yet been studied and requires a lot of research. These
works have different religious themes, national literature, etc.
Literary stories have always been a source of inspiration for
artists in connection with literature in the Islamic era.
Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, written in the 4th century AH, is one
of the sources in which artists have reflected different parts of
the Shahnameh in their works.

Thetefore, in this research, an attempt has been made to
analyze a golden-colored work belonging to the patriarchal
period. In this research, to answer the question, what does the
painting of this work represent? And what is a narrator? An
attempt was made to read the narration of tile painting by
examining and describing the images of the work, in
compatison with the text of Ferdowsi's poems.

The selected work in this research is a sunflower tile that has
the shape of a sun and belongs to the building of Imamzadeh
Shah Ismail near the city of Qom. This tile is currently kept in
the Astan Museum of Hazrat Masoumeh in Qom. This work
has an inscription in the margin, but the name of the creator
or the painter is not mentioned on it. At the end of the
inscription, the year of creation of the work is given as 661
AH. Therefore, this tile belongs to the 7th centuty, ie. the
beginning of the Ilkhanid period, which is painted with a high-
quality golden enamel technique. The museum has also
recorded the above date under this tile. The above-mentioned
tile production belongs to Kashan. The tile is mostly intact,
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but the human images have been damaged in such a way that
their faces and eyes have been hit with a hard object and
destroyed.

The method of this article is desctiptive-analytical and it is a
collection of field and library materials. The results show that
this lustre painting tile has a literary theme and is taken from
the story of Kaykhosrow's battle with Afrasiab in Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh, and the painter has creatively portrayed a part of
this story. At the end of the inscription, the year of tile
construction is mentioned as 661 AH. Therefore, according
to the above poems, it can be guessed in the analysis of Kashi's
painting that these three horsemen can be the three characters
of Rostam, Lahrasab and Ashkesh, who join him to fight with
Afrasiab on the order of Kaykhosrow. And perhaps the
painter wanted to depict a part of the gathering of the army
chiefs by Kaykhosrow. It can also be guessed that the horse
rider in the middle, with an umbrella-like canopy spread over
his head, could be Rostam since it has a higher status. Of
course, this possibility is not certain, and it is possible to be
confirmed or rejected by obtaining other documents in this
field, including the discovery of other tiles from Imamzadeh
Ismail Qom. One of the characteristics of creating literary
works in the tiling of holy places is the transmission of
narrations to the audience in such a way that by showing
images of the concepts of courage, freedom, suffering,
coutage, evil and justice, they arouse the viewer's reaction,
both internally and externally, and make them reflect.

Keywords: Lustre painting, Tile painting, Ferdowsi
Shahnameh, Narrative painting, Kaykhosrow story.
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Fig. 1: The dome and building of Imamzadeh Shah Ismail in Qom (Author)
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Fig. 9: Part of the work, three characters on horseback, Lohrasb, Rostam and Ashkesh
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