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Abstract

Ilkhanid coins, from the point of view of the beauty of the
motifs and variety of religious rituals, are among the best
Islamic coins, which should be carefully examined from the
iconological point of view in order to identify the essence of
their thoughts and existential philosophy. The multiplication
of visual elements placed on the coins was the discourse of
religion, which was engraved on the coins in its most beautiful
form, under the influence of religious beliefs, according to the
diverse religious tendencies of the Ilkhanids. The aim of the
research is to investigate the dominant elements of the
iconographical works of Ilkhanid basques during the three
steps of description, analysis and interpretation to achieve the
deep links between the appearance of a pictorial text and what
is defined outside the text as religious conventions. The
current research, which is different from the conventional
methods of numismatics, seeks to answer the question that,
from the iconological point of view of Ervin Panofsky, how
are the visual elements ruling in the Ilkhanid coins analyzed
and interpreted? The hypothesis is that regardless of the
aesthetic point of view, these elements imply transcendental
concepts that are in line with the various ritual beliefs and
religious beliefs of Ilkhanidss. The historical analytical
research, based on library studies, field investigation and
targeted selection of museum data, shows that the ruling
elements in the patriarchal coins during the rule of the great
Mughal rulers were the rider with bow and arrow, the Star of
David, the Jewish candlestick and the triangle, and during the
rule of Yasa, the lion and the rabbit. And in the Islamic petiod,
lions and the sun are referred to, lion and sun, each of which
is related to the philosophical concepts of Shamanism,
Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, and it has been
observed that during the Yasa and Islamic rule, under the
influence of religious policies such as tolerance and expediency
thinking or apolitical, the multiplication of motifs along with
religious rituals has been done on the coins. The coins left
from the Ilkhanid period have writings in Uyghur and
Mongolian language; phrases such as ILaalaila Allah and
Muhammad Rasulullah along with the titles of the Mughal
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Sultans in Persian script are also seen on the coins. On some
Ilkhanid coins, the names of the twelve Imams, especially
Imam Ali appear. After the Mongol sultans turned to the
Sunan religion, the coins were also influenced by this and the
names of the imams and the names of the Rashidin caliphs
were imprinted on them. From the point of view of
iconography, motifs influenced by different religions of
Mughal patriarchs (Christianity, Buddhism, Judaism, Islam),
verses and hadiths related to Shia and Sunni religions,
geometric decorative frames with the use of medals can be
seen in the coins of the Ilkhanid period. The special religious
tendencies of some Mughal patriarchs and the variety of
religious rituals, along with animal and non-animal motifs on
the coins of the eatly stages of the patriarchate rule, strengthen
the hypothesis that religious beliefs were not important for the
early rulers of the patriarchate and some of the practice of
religious tolerance In the eatly days of the government who
did not have a strong wotld view, they followed in order to be
able to live in a conquered land with a culture and civilization
that they did not have the benefit of to rule easily. The choice
of divisions and their cohabitation along with some religious
rituals shows the intelligence of the Mongol rulers in line with
their state policy. Although in some cases, they have
abandoned the policy of tolerance and have very fanatically
imprinted their religious beliefs on the coins. By examining the
coins of the Mughal patriarchs in the middle periods, it seems
that with the spread of religious differences with the
disappearance of the rule of the previous religions and the
increasing spread of the religion of the ruling patriarchs, its
effect on the coins was well in the form of sun, milk and sun
motifs; and the lion and the process of performing religious
rituals changed.

Keywords: Ilkhanid Coins, Iconography, Iconology,
Religious Discourse.
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Fig. 1: The extent and distribution of symbols and religious rituals examined on 8 coins of Genghis, 19 coins of Ugtai, 12 coins
of Turakinakhatun, 1 coin of Gyuk and 9 coins of Manguqaan.
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Table 2: Religious developments affecting the motifs and religious rituals of Ilkhani coins in the Islamic era
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Fig.3: The first coin on the left, Gyuk coin: on the coin: Georgian language, Thilisi with reference to Great Khan Gyuk as the
lord, minted coin, back of the coin: date in Georgian on the right/ Persian inscription quoted by Gyuk on the back of the coin
of the king on a horse Plant motifs on the left side, the star of David with the central bullet and the monogram of the kingdom,
the stars under the horse, image source https://www.cngcoins.com, the middle coin: the Manguqan coin: on the coin the Shiite
slogan La Allah ila Allah Muhammad Rasul Allah; margin: tabriz strike In Rajab, the year of Khumsin and Satmae (650), on the

back of Qaan al-Adil's coin. Medal: on the coin is a square frame, on the back of the coin: a six-pointed star formed by the
intersection of two triangles, image source: Malik Museum. Coin on the right side: Ughtay Qaan coin: obverse of the coin La
ilaha ila Allah Muhammad Rasoolullah inside a square medal, back of the coin: Qaan al Adel inside the 6-eared star of David,
image source: Rasht Archaeological Museum
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Fig.4: Ogtai Qaan coin. On the coin: Qa'an al-Adel inside an upward triangle frame, on the back: Ali Wali Allah inside a
downward triangle and Rasulullah in the margin. Image source: Rasht Archaeological Museum, the name Qaan al-Adel is
located in the upward triangle, which is a symbol of fire and at the same time a human being who is active in the direction of
the universe and passive in the direction of the earth. The name of Imam Ali is inside the downward triangle, which represents
water or a person who is passive in the direction of the universe and active in the direction of the earth. Image source: Rasht
Archaeological Museum
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Fig.5: The first coin on the left, Mangugq'an coin: on the coin: on the coin: la ilaha ila Allah wadeh lashrik leh, the sign of two
candlesticks in the form of a simile; on the back of the coin: Mongaqaan al-Azam al-Adil, border: Tiflis, the sign of the Jewish
star inside a square and circle medal. Image source: Malik Museum. Middle coin: Manguqan coin: on the coin on the coin: by
the power of the great creator, on the back of the coin there is a symbol of two candlesticks. Image source: Malik Museum. The
first coin on the right side: Mango Qaan coin: on the face of the coin la ilaha ila Allah wadeh lashrik leh inside the square

medal, two candelabrum signs in the shape of a coin, back of the coin: two candelabrum signs in a similar shape, image source:
Rasht Museum
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Fig. 7: The first coin from the left, Ahmad coin, on the coin:
... Malik Allah la ilaha ila... and the image of a sitting lion
inside the circle medal, on the back of the coin: Sultan
Ahmad and Uyghur; Middle coin, Arghun coin: On the
coin: La ilaha ila..Muhammad Rasool...Tus, Doshir standing
back to back and occupying the entire space of the coin,
Sha'ban 689 AH Back of the coin: Uyghur and Arghun
sctipt ; Right coin: Ghazan coin; On the coin: La ilaha il-
Allah Muhammad Rasulullah; on the back: Ghazan
Mahmoud Zarb Sa'irat Queen with a lion head standing to
the right and walking.
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Table 3: Iconology of the lion motif from the perspective of religious discours.
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Fig.8: The frequency of the lion symbol in 66 coins (18 coins of Yasa rule and 48 studied Islamic coins of Ilkhani
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Fig.9:The first coin from the left, Hulako coin; On the coin: the face of the sun with connected eyebrows in the year 658 AH.
During the short occupation of Hulako in northern Syria, Hama was defeated. Back of the coin... Hulako; The second coin

from the left, the Arghun coin: on the coin: La ilaha ila Allah Muhammad Rasulullah with the image of an animal on the back
of the coin: Arghun... the motif of the sun in the form of a female face, but in an abstract style with indistinct and
undistinguished eyes and eyebrows. And the radii of radiance are observed. The third coin from the left: Abu Saeed coin, on
the coin: the motif of the sun's face; Back of the coin: Abu Said is placed above one side of the triangle; The fourth coin from
the left: on the coin: La Allah ila Allah, Muhammad Rasulullah, on the back of the coin: the image of the sun's face is placed

inside the coin.
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Fig.10: The first coin from the left, Solomon's coin, on the coin: Aleppo, on the back of the coin: the sun rising and rising in
the center of the coin; Tabriz strike, La ilaha ila..., the second coin from the left, Solomon's coin: on the coin: Laila ilaha ilalah,
Muhammad Rasulullah; Reverse of the coin: the sun rising and rising in the center of the coin; Suleiman, Sultan...,
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Fig.11: The first coin from the left, the first coin, on the coin: ..... Muhammad Rasulullah Ali Wali Allah; On the back of the

coin: First place Sultan is written inside the sun; Muhammad Jafar Musa Ali Muhammad around the edges of the coin, the
second coin from the left, Abu Saeed coin, on the coin: the motif of the sun in the form of a full disk with raised rays, on the

back of the coin: Allah Abul Sultan Saced Khan, coin Yrd from the left, Abu Sa'id coin, on the coin: the image of the sun in a

simple form without a face and the word Arzrum inside the sun disk, the image of the sun in the form of a full disk with raised
rays in the form of a sun; Back of the coin: Sultan Abu Saced Khaldmalke;
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Table 4: Iconology of the sun motif from the perspective of religious discourse.
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Fig. 12: Frequency of the sun symbol on 39 coins of Ilkhani
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Table 5: Iconology of the role of the lion and the sun from the perspective of religious discourse
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Fig.13: Frequency of lion and sun symbols on 57 coins of Ilkhani
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Table6: The iconology of the rabbit motif from the perspective of religious discourse
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Fig.14: The first coin from the left, Abaqa Khan coin, on the coin is the image of a standing rabbit with its body turned to the

right with its head turned to the left, reverse: Abaqa, the second coin from the left, the image of a standing rabbit with its body
facing right, reverse: Zarb Tabriz, The third coin from the left, on the coin: La ilaha ila Allah Muhammad Rasoolullah Zarb

Aramaic; Back of the coin: Ghazan Mahmoud Rabbit standing on two legs and looking back, ¥th coin from the left: On the

coin: La ilaha illa Allah Muhammad Rasulullah Al Alim Fasikfikham Allah wa Wal Samih La ilaha illa Allah Muhammad Rasul
Allah Abu Bakr Umar......; On the back of the coin: a small rabbit is struck to the right inside a triangular coin.
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