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Abstract

One of the most significant artistic productions in Iran is the textile production during the Safavid period, which, like other art
forms, was influenced by various factors, including the policies of the rulers of that time. Innovation and development in textile
production were key characteristics of this period, and it is important to investigate the impact of its production and flourishing
on Iranian society and art. This research aims to explote the artistic and guild system of designers and weavers in shaping the
production in the world of Safavid textile art. It secks to answer the following questions: Were the textiles produced during the
Safavid petiod recognized as works of art of that time? What factors comprised the Safavid textile production system? This
research is qualitative (descriptive-analytical) and is based on Howard Becker's art worlds approach. The findings of the research
show that the social structure of Iran during the Safavid period was based on the idea of (political, social) service, and prominent
designers and weavers worked in workshops that were directly supported by the courtiers. Through incentive systems and
financial rewards, they produced important and prominent textiles such as Velvet, Zarbaft, and Termeh during this time period.
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Introduction

During the Safavid period, Iran experienced a flourishing textile industry. Howard S. Becker, by proposing Art Worlds and
expanding his theory on the issue of the production system, believes that art as a social phenomenon is not only formed by
organizations and social systems but also requires real actors for its formation. According to these conditions, Howard Becker
seeks to investigate other systems in the production system, such as how systems like the market, politics, culture, etc., influence
the process of the production system, which is beyond the scope of this research. We focus on the issue of production.

1. Research Background
The Sociology of Arts by Victoria D. Alexander is translated by Azam Ravadrad. This book is one of the few books on the
sociology of art that introduces this field to those interested along with many examples of related research (Alexander, 2014).

2. The Concept of Production System from Howard Becker's Perspective
Like other sociologists, Becker believes that att is a social phenomenon and artistic products have a social basis.

2-1. The Main Bases of Production System in Safavid Society
Although people were engaged in agriculture, animal husbandry, and trade as in previous periods, during the Safavid period,
especially with the attention paid by the kings, including Shah Abbas 1, to the prosperity of the economy, great progress was
made in this field. The economic mechanism of the Safavid coutt centered on silk production, mostly obtained from land
resources (Flore, 1986, p. 36).

2-1-1. Agricultural Situation

It is important to pay attention to this section because a significant portion of Iran's exports during the Safavid era, including
crops and raw materials for textile production, was directly or indirectly related to agriculture, encompassing agricultural products
(Bab, 2000, p. 11). The quantity of silk produced in the 10th AH/16th century from agticultural land is provided in (Table 1).
Iranian silk was known by various commercial names for local, domestic, and foreign consumers (Rahim Lo, 2013, p. 22).
During the Safavid era, different types of Iranian silk were categorized as follows: 1- Milanese silk: This type of silk represented
the highest quality, but its production was limited due to the spinning method of its fibers, resulting in a very high price. 2-
Shirvani silk: This type of silk was coarser (Table 2) (Chardin, 1996, p. 369).

Table 1: Quantity of Silk Produced in the 10th Century AH/16th Centuty from Agricultural Lands (Melville, 1996)

1063 AH / 1653 AD 1061 AH / 1651 AD Area
2680 pieces 2800 pieces Guilan
200 pieces 80 pieces Mazandaran
— 160 pieces Farahabad
— 500 pieces Shirvan
Table 2: Quantity and Type of Silk Produced in the 10th Century AH/16th Century (Melville, 1996)
1063 AH / 1653 AD Century 1061 AH / 1651 AD The type of silk produced
1000 pieces 1540 pieces Shearbaf (Zarbaft)
1600 pieces 860 pieces Kodkhoda Pasand (Shirvani)
4060 pieces 3700 pieces Total

The internal organization of the guilds in the Safavid era was also structured according to hierarchy and responsibilities, as
outlined in (Table 3), which included the following: 1-Bashi: In the Safavid period, certain officials or elders managed the internal
affairs of the guilds (Tavernier, 1990, p.22).

Tab. 3: The internal organization of guilds and their duties and income

Income duties Title
Receiving government dues 1- Supplying labor for the servants of the Sultan and the Bashi
Revoking the guardianship rights of craftsmen and coutt.
tradesmen
Collecting fees from the instructors of each class 1- Setting the amount of guild payments... Kedkhoda

During the Safavid era, independent artisans and merchants who continued their profession with personal capital had limited
business opportunities. The court and rulers' orders were extravagant and expensive, produced in latge quantities, and wete
exclusively for individuals under the patronage of the king and court with special skills (Hamel, 2017, p. 43).
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3. Discussion of the Results and Findings

A) Production: Textile production duting this era can be examined from the perspective of labor force. Textiles were produced
under the direct supervision of the king and his court dependents in workshops belonging to the royal court. Each individual
had a specific role such as supervision or management of the royal workshops based on their skills or creativity.

B) Production Institutions: nstitutions involved in Safavid textile production were categorized into two groups based on their
relationship with the court and production: those directly affiliated with the court and public institutions. In private institutions
associated with the court, artists' activities were under complete supetvision of the court and government (Chardin, 1996, p.
370).

¢) Production Contracts: The Safavid textile production system had regulations and contracts regarding texture, design, dyeing,
and other factors that directed and guided production.

1. Self-Sufficient Production System: In this production system, textile production units or workshops were primarily
individual and home-based. Management was carried out directly, and all stages of fabric production were implemented
according to the decisions of the weaver.

2. Employer Production System: The employer production system involves an individual or a government institution as the
employer. One significant unit that began production under this system during the Safavid period were private production
centers operating under the title of "production for others" (Beheshtipour, 1964, p. 125).

4. Conclusion

The Safavid era (1499-1722 AD) is a significant historical period in Iran that has attracted the attention of researchers in various
fields due to political, religious, economic, cultural, and attistic reasons. The current research aims to explore the production
structure of Safavid textiles and answer the question of what factors contributed to the production system of Safavid textiles.
One key factor in the development of the textile industry during the Safavid petiod was the use of luxurious fabrics by kings and
courtiers, along with the support and patronage of artists and weavers by the court. The interest of Safavid kings, particulatly in
expensive fabrics, played a crucial role in their production.
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