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Abstract

The art of carving in Golpayegan has a unique style that should be traced back in the cultural
characteristics and climate of the region. Considering that so far no comprehensive and complete research
has been done regarding the analysis of motifs in terms of anthropology in this field; The purpose of this
research is to investigate the effect of climate and local culture of Golpayegan on the motifs used in the
inlays of this city. From this point of view, it seeks to answer the question, what are the environmental
and cultural factors affecting the various inlay patterns of Golpayegan? The findings indicate that what is
presented in the Golpayegan carving is the result of the culture, beliefs, and beliefs of the people of this
area. Also, the climate and weather conditions of Golpayegan, the existence of walnut and pear orchards
that make it easy to access wood suitable for carving, the existence of the Mote protected area, which is
the habitat of various species of animals and birds, as well as the medicinal plants of the Zagros
mountains, are the main reasons for using it. It is one of the various motifs in the carving of this region.
One of the reasons for inlaying on wooden works is to beautify and show objects that are used in daily
life and are mostly practical. The method of collecting materials is library and field through interviews
with renowned professors and photography. The research method is developmental and descriptive-
analytical with an anthropological approach.
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Introduction

Considering the climate of Golpayegan and the diversity of animals, as well as the many flowers
and plants that grow in the region, the carvings indicate that the artists were influenced by the
nature of the region. What comes to life in people's beliefs and becomes part of them, turns to be
valuable in society; Culture is nothing but the values resulting from this process. In terms of its
traditional culture, Golpayegan's people adhere to religious beliefs. Therefore, following this
commitment, the traditional Golpayegani artist has created works that are influenced by these
values in terms of the practicality of objects and decorative motifs (verses, poems, prominent
scientific-literary figures). The purpose of the present research is to investigate the influence of the
climate and indigenous culture of Golpayegan on the motifs used in the carvings of this city.
Therefore, it seeks to answer the following question: What are the environmental and cultural
factors affecting the diverse motifs of Golpayegan carvings?

Materials and Methods

The research is fundamental in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of method with
an anthropological approach. The data collection was done through library and field. In this article,
after examining the history of Golpayegan carving, its geography and climate, the history of
Golpayegan carving in surviving documents and works, master carvers, the style and style of
Golpayegan carving, the anthropology of this art, and finally, the conclusion, have been considered.

Findings

One of the prominent features of Golpayegan carvings is their richly decorated pavements.
Traditional designs used in Golpayegan include historical, plant, animal, human motifs, and folk
tales. Plant motifs, Islamic motifs, multi-petaled flowers, flowers and birds or flowers and
nightingales, buds and flowers, animal motifs based on the nature of this region such as deer,
leopards, lions and dragons are visisble. Recent designs include portraits of scientific and literary
figures, miniatures, and Thuluth inscriptions. The Islamic type is unique to Golpayegan, and the
greatest Islamic influence can be traced in the works of the late master Ghadiri. The flowers have
many petals,and are full and crowded with stems and thorns. These flowers are sometimes used
around lion and dragon motifs to fill the surface of the work. Sometimes the flowers are carved in
such a way that the flower stands out completely. And the depth of the background becomes very
great. Sometimes, to give volume to the work, the flower is carved separately and glued onto the
work. Regarding the influence of religion, literacy, and population, all of which are sub-categories
of building a society's culture. In Golpayegan, given that the majority of the people of Golpayegan
are Muslims and those who adhere to the implementation of divine laws and commands are more
inclined to draw designs with religious themes. It also produces works that serve religious functions,
such as doors and pulpits in religious buildings, Quran scrolls, boxes for holy books, and boxes for
brides' dowries. Another motif of Golpayegan carvings is the fight between a lion and a dragon,
which has a long history in Iran. One of the original motifs that can perhaps be considered one of
the most prominent Qajar motifs in Iranian carving.

Conclusion

The Mote Protected Area, which is home to a diverse range of animals, the existence of rose
gardens, flowers, and medicinal plants scattered throughout the Zagros Mountains all existed in the
perspective of Golpayegani carvers. The existence of walnut and pear orchards, which are among
the best woods used in the art of carving. It is easily found in the Golpayegan region. Being religious
and committed to implementing the teachings of the revealed religion of Islam is exemplary in
Golpayegan. And this general belief encourages the carver to use verses from the Holy Quran and
the names of Allah in decorating his carvings. Given that the art of carpentry and woodcarving has
flourished as a profession in the Golpayegan region since ancient times, the artist has been
encouraged to exhibit his works in major cities to provide for his family's economic needs. This
migration or short-term travel has led to the spread of this art in the Great Valley and its
introduction to religious and court places. The carvings are a source of Golpayegan culture, and
the appearance of the carvings, in addition to the region, reflects the beliefs of the people of this
region and the ancient land of Iran. (Table 1)
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Table 1. Various types of Golpayegan carvings.

Discription Type of Images Motifs
motifs
Round flowers Plant
(multipetal)
Motif inspired by the
natutre and climate of
the region.
Flowers and chickens Animal
types of birds

All kinds of animals

The war between the legendary
lion and the dragon

A pattern derived from
the beliefs and culture

Poems written of the people.

Verses and
supplications

Names of Allah
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Description

Types pf Images
Motifs

Traditional paintings

Folk tales

scientific

miniature

Famous
faces
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Figure 1. Examples of Golpayegan carvings

in the carving of the Imamzadeh Imran in the of city of Gogad, an old carved door in Golpayegan . an old
carved pulpit,. The historical pulpit of Goharshad Mosque known as Sahib Al Zaman restored by Master
Heydar Niknam, E. a carved painting of Lily riding a camel by Master Heydar Niknam, F. carved painting by
Master Qadiri.
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Figure 2. woodcarving masters from the Qajar period to the present.
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Figure 4. Examples of motifs used in Golpayegan carvings: Plant motifs, The war
between lion and dragon, Flowers and chicken, Khataei and eslimi motifs.
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Figure 7. The appearance of the lion and dragon motif in vatious works: The appearance of the lion and dragon
motif in the Moghadam Museum, the tilework of the Golestan Palace , the relief of the Golestan Palace, the inlaid
box , the inlaid lion and dragon motif at the Bast-e Bahaee to the Imam Reza shrine.
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Figure 8. A sample of famous faces of verses, poems, divine names, and the pure Imams in

the form of a painting.
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Figure 9. High production of mirror frames in Golpayegan carving workshops.(Maheri, 1394)
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