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Abstract

Baba Heydar, a village of yesterday and a city of today located in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province, has
been one of the poles of various carpet weaving and rugs in the past that Today, for various reasons and
diverse components, the local art and craft of carpet weaving and the production of authentic carpets has
lost its prosperity and dynamism, and custom-made carpets are woven in a very limited manner and far
from the original designs of the past. the present study, which is less theoretical, aims to identify and
introduce, based on a collection of authentic examples from the brilliant era of Baba Haydar carpet weaving,
which were woven in the past and are now kept in the prestigious collection of Nain Trading. on this basis,
20 boards of various designs from this weaving center are introduced, studied and analyzed. therefore, the
question posed is: what are the types of Baba heydar carpet designs, their technical and aesthetic
dimensions? findings from the study of the samples include the following: the nature of the Baba Heydar
carpet designs is broken and semi-broken and the row count is 20 to 30 rows with symmetrical knots
(Turkish) and two wefts. this carpet includes designs of kheshti, bide majnun, mehrabi tree, two and three
ponds (bergamot), bergamot in bergamot, simple floor with bergamot, afshan, nomadic, lakh and bergamot
tree and designs adapted from Armenian rugs (Because of proximity and neighborhood). also, symbolic
motifs of the tree of life (cypress and pine, wild rose), marigold (Persian rose), pomegranate, bergamot,
cruciferous bergamot, altar, peacock, inverted flowers adapted from Armenian and exotic and
unconventional Islamic designs. the colors used in these examples generally include a combination of warm
and cool colors and the middle range of these two parts.
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Introduction

Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari Province is one of the prominent centers of carpet weaving and one
of the important schools of “rural and nomadic” style carpets in Iran, which is famous for its
diverse carpets and rugs with rich wool and rich and brilliant colors. The carpets of this region,
especially since the late 19th century and during the Pahlavi era, have become famous in the
national and international spheres in terms of design, pattern and color, including the famous and
high-quality “Bibi Baf” carpets and the prominent “Khashti” design. This school has important
sub-categories, including the weaving centers of Shahrekord, Chaleshtar, Saman, Qahfarkh
(Farrokhshahr), and the important centers of Babaheydar, which are important centers for the
production of rugs and sometimes six-meter rugs with a geometric-rural nature, wool and full-
bodied, half and full-loom, which are in the category of the semi-classical and rural school of
Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari, with broken and half-broken designs and patterns and cheerful
colors, mostly warm and semi-warm, rich and brilliant, which was active and enjoyed considerable
prosperity in the past, but today has declined due to various factors that have also overshadowed
other carpet weaving regions of Iran. Nine Trading Collection is one of the Iranian carpet and
rug store collections that also contains and preserves old examples of Baba Haydat's production.
These examples are 20 boards that are studied, analyzed, and introduced in this research. The
main question of the research is: What are the types of Baba Haydar carpet designs, their technical
and aesthetic dimensions?

Materials and Methods

This present study as a qualitative and developmental research was conducted through a
analytical-descriptive approach. The majority of data was collected field-based. Due to the lack of
resources and the lack of production of Baba Haydar carpets, the writing strategy and process
included searching the market and reliable databases, then identifying and selecting samples of
carpets from this region based on diversity and difference, and discarding common samples in
design and pattern, classifying the samples, and finally examining and analyzing their visual and
technological dimensions.

Results

The findings indicate that the colors of Baba Haydar carpets are also more than in the past, which
were limited and did not exceed five to six colors, and include red, dark red (roan red), rich blue
(azure) and light blue, turquoise and mache green, navy blue, pink, white, black, onion skin
(copper), golden yellow and rich (mustard), purple, burgundy, gray (blond), rich brown, turquoise
blue, cream (khaki). In the field of patterning, the style of design and creation of motifs is both
geometric and abstract in nature and broken branches (half-curved and half-broken). The
dimensions of Baba Haydar carpets are mainly small, one and a half, two branches, and finally do
not exceed a curtain. Without exception, Baba Haydat's carpet designs are free of any animal
(animal and bird) or human motifs and include various abstract plant and vegetable motifs and
geometric shapes.

Discussion

Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province, famous as the roof of Iran and the neighbor of Aseman, is
located in the southwest of Iran, in the central part of the Zagros mountain range and is
neighboring with Isfahan provinces from the north and northeast, KKhuzestan and Lorestan
provinces from the west and northwest, and Kohkaluiyeh and Boyer Ahmad provinces from the
south. This province has long been one of the most important rural and nomadic carpet weaving
schools of Iran in the geography of the southwest, which has countless centers in this art-industry,
which from about the late 13th century onwards, has been able to make a valuable contribution
to the production and supply of this indigenous and national art, along with other Iranian carpet
weaving schools. The geography of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari carpets has both a rural character
and dual nature in the Chaharmahal region and a rural-nomadic one in the Bakhtiari territory. It
is important to note that the geography of carpets is broader and different from political
geography. Therefore, usually a region and carpet weaving center in a province that is adjacent to
a region in another province is influenced by each other and similar to each other in terms of
style, weaving method and patterning than to other centers within the province.

For example, the Faridan carpet weaving center in Isfahan province is influenced and subordinate
to the Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari carpet weaving school, or the Golpayegan and Khansar centers
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in Isfahan province and the southern centers of Hamedan are influenced by the Arak and Kashan
carpet weaving schools. “In the not-so-distant past, a vast area with excellent and unique
handwoven carpets was located in the political-cultural sphere of this region, which was called
Faridan, and any reference to the past carpets of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari without even a slight
reference to the villages and carpet weaving areas of Faridan and its beautiful carpets is far from
fair” (Sour Israfil, 2010: 29). It is also important to note that any study and investigation of the
carpets of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari province, and especially Babaheydar, will be incomplete
without mentioning the effects that the weaving style and designs of the Armenian carpets of the
province, as one of the most important weaving centers of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari in the past,
have had on the carpets of this region. During the process of migration to Iran, some Armenians
settled in the areas of the province including Shahrekord, Borujen, and the villages of Sirak and
Maamoureh from the Hafeshjan provinces, but today, monuments of them, including the
Mazaristan of Sirak and Maamoureh and some tombstones with their designs, have remained
(Images 1 and 2). After all, some of the designs of the tombstones can also be seen in the carpets.

Conclusion

Baba Heydar region is one of the important centers of carpet production in Chaharmahal and
Bakhtiari province. The carpets are influenced by the Chaharmahal and Shahrekord carpets in
terms of weaving style and technology (double weft, symmetrical knots, and row count between
20 and 30), as well as weaving materials, looms, and tools, and dyeing. However, in the aesthetic
part, which includes design, pattern, and color, they have their own unique identity. As a type of
Bakhtiari carpet, the Baba Heydar carpet is in the category of classic rural style carpets that, in
addition to its own designs, have also been influenced by the Armenian compatriots who settled
in the Feridan region and part of Bakhtiari in the past in terms of design, pattern, and color. The
process and style of weaving Baba Heydar carpets in the past was a weaver's mind and based on
instructions (inheritance and pattern). But over time, in addition to weaving by hand and by order,
weaving from a map (reading a map) also became popular.
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Figure 1. Armenian box tombstone of Sirk Hafeshjan with sun and cypress tree motifs (alef, n.d)
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Figure 2. Various motifs and images from Mazar-e-Sirak along with the image of an Armenian woman (alef,
n.d)
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Figure 3. Baba Heydar carpet with Armenian design, symmetrical vase and Shah Abbasid and dome-like
flowers taken from Lilian designs (wikipedia, n.d.)
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Figure 4. Examples of Lilian carpets with symmetrical vase designs and domed flower bouquets (tabrizi,

n.d).
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Figure 5. a) Farahan and b) Faridan woven brick pattern carpet influenced by ¢) Chaharmahal (Chaleshtor)
brick pattern (Researcher's personal archive)
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(cpetsia.com,n.d./claremontrug.com,n.d./rippon-boswell-wiesbaden.de,n.d./ claremontrug.com,n.d.) a)
Sabzevar (Khorasan), b) Baba Heydar (Chahar Mahal and Bakhtiari), c) Bakhshayesh (West Azerbaijan), d)
Bijar (Kordestan
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Figure 5. a) View of Baba heydar city and b) its location in Chaharmahal and Bakhtiati province (2021/7/13).
(fa.wikipedi, n.d)
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Table 1. Types of patterns and designs on Baba Heydar carpets
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Table 2. Types of pictorial motifs of the studied carpets
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Figure 8. Two and three-strand designs in Baba Heydar carpets(naintrading.co.uk, n.d)
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Figure 9. Symbolic concepts of peacock, chicken, and tree of life in Baba Heydar carpet
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Figure 10. A pattern created from the imagination of the weaver Baba Heydari
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Figure 11. The role of the samovar in the carpets studied by Baba Heydar
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Figure 12. Examples of Iranian carpets (Mashhad, Baluch, Bakhtiari and Ardabil) in the Nine Trading

collection (naintrading.co.uk, n.d)
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Table 5. Baba Heydar catpets studied (naintrading.co.uk, n.d)
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Table 6. Vector designs of the carpets studied by Baba Heydar
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Table 7. Technological coordinates of the studied samples of Baba Heydar carpet
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Table 8. Explanations about the study samples
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Table 9. Colors used in the studied samples of Baba Heydar carpets
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Table 10. A cross-section of the margins of the studied samples
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Table 11. Prominent motifs in each sample
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