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Abstract

Women have always played a key role in the design and
production of handicrafts (an art-industry), and the
majority of activists of this field are women. In addition to
practical value, handicrafts establish the national and
cultural identity of nations and can significantly
contribute to economic development, which is the
infrastructure for cultural and social developments, owing
to their special features such as high value-added and low
dependence on foreign sources. Increased population and
expansion of urbanism from one hand and emergence of
virtual communication tools from the other hand have
transformed the markets for production and supply of
handicrafts. These changes have enabled artists-craftsmen
to expand their range of activities from indigenous to
global markets. The discipline of handicrafts has been
taught in universities of Iran for many years, and the
majority of graduates in this field are women. This study
aimed to determine the strategies used to empower
graduates in management of design, production, and
supply of products based on changes in the market and
lifestyle of people and expanding the field of domestic and
foreign competition. With regard to the small or medium
size of businesses created in this field by handicrafts
graduates, learning new managerial skills and knowledge
along with specialized art educations significantly affects
the increased ability of these individuals to complete with
other competitors and be actively involved in three areas
of design, production, and supply of handicrafts products.
The participation of women in handicrafts region from
the past to the present has led to dealing with few
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problems when entering the economic development cycle.
Nevertheless, a question is raised on whether only
participation and physical presence can guarantee success
in the professional market of handicrafts or not. In
addition, we must determine the skills required by
graduated women in addition to their art knowledge due
to changes in the lifestyle of the people in the community,
emergence of virtual media, and easier access to global
markets. A review of the background of the present
research indicated that studies in the field of handicrafts
often focus on entrepreneurship and production in the
traditional sector, especially by rural women, with a home
production approach. This highlights the necessity of
applicable studies on academic handicrafts with a
managerial approach in the field of design, production,
and supply of products. In this article, we aimed to
descriptively and analytically assess the determinants of
empowerment and success of women graduated in the
field of handicrafts in management of design, production,
and supply to achieve sustainable economic development.
In addition to library resources to collect data, use of the
twenty years of experience of the author in the design,
production, and supply of handicraft products and direct
observation and assessment of workshops establishment
by academic graduates of the field in the past two decades
plays a considerable role.

of women,
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