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Abstract

Among the important findings of excavations and
archaeological research in Seymareh, the discovery of its
mosque and its stucco decorations is highlighted.
Regarding the Sasanian background of Seymareh and the
direct effect of Sassanid stucco art on its mosque, the
main objectives of this study are, first, the typology of
herbal designs and then, identification of the mythological
and sacred herbal patterns of this mosque. Accordingly,
the main questions of the research are: 1) what are the
mythological plant designs used in the mosque? 2: How
explainable is the use of these motifs in decorations of the
mosque, besides its religious and Islamic atmosphere?
According to the studies, the sacred herbal patterns of this
mosque include: pomegranate, vine, acanthus, palm,
lotus, pine and oak fruit. Findings show that among the
cultures of different nations in pre-Islamic period,
pomegranate, vine, palm, and pine were symbols of
fertility, immortality and blessing. Also, lotus, oak and
acanthus were symbols of life, security, fertility, victory
and success. Moreover, due to the establishment of
Sassanid government in region, the moldings used in this
mosque are derived from the Sassanid stucco art, lack of
pre-Islamic mythological and symbolic views. Therefore,
the plant designs of the mosque stucco decoration are
derived from Sassanid era in terms of shape and form;
also, regarding conceptual and content themes, these
patterns are based on Islamic teachings, empty of
mythological themes of Sassanid period. According to
sources, plant motifs used in the decoration of religious
buildings of the Islamic period were used in two ways:
The first form was a complete imitation of plant motifs of
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the Sassanid period in terms of form and shape, and the
second form was imitation along with creating innovation
in the shape and form of such motifs. On the other hand,
although there are significant similarities between the A
and B styles of Samarra with the floral motifs of Seymareh
Mosque, it seems that due to the greater similarity of the
stucco decorations mentioned in this study with the
Sassanid samples, they are prior to the Samarra samples
and are a prelude to them. But it seems to be due to the
greater similarity of the stucco decorations mentioned in
this study with the Sassanid examples, they are prior to
the Samarra examples and are a prelude to them. On the
other hand, the stucco decorations of Seymareh Mosque
are not abstract and are more naturalistic and have been
done with various designs in the field of flowers.Both
from this point of view and from the point of view that
the mentioned patterns are separated by narrow and deep
lines and are enclosed in circular or square geometric
frames with pearl beads and executed in a symmetrical
and amplified repetition, they reveal their formal
similarities with Sassanid examples. However, the themes
used in the motifs of these stucco decorations that have
been discussed, due to the change in ideology and the
atmosphere of Islamic society, are removed from the
mythological aspect and gradually give rise to prolific
arabesque in Islamic art. This study has been done by the
descriptive and analyzing methodology, based on field
and library studies.
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Fig. 1: A: Seymareh mosque plan, B: South view of Seymareh mosque, C: A view of the inner surfaces of the walls of the
Mosque of Seymareh and its stucco decorations
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Fig. 2: Examples of plant motifs of the stucco decoration of the Seymareh mosque
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Fig. 3: Design and image of pomegranate fruit ornament in the stucco decorating of the seymareh mosque
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Fig. 4: Picture and design of palm leaf ornament in stucco decorating of the Seymareh mosque
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Fig. 7: Design and image of Lilies ornament in the stucco
decorating of the seymareh mosque
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