Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 1:48 +0330 on Tuesday May 19th 2026

Journal of Islamic Crafts, 2024; 8 (2): 1-22

Journal of qS[Clﬂ’liC C?’letS

m“‘“’[’;;’gﬂ‘“’“f“‘)‘ d. 1 DOL: http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.8.2.356 Y

Original Paper Open Access

The Influence of Iranian-Islamic Culture on the
Symbology Analysis of the Motifs of the Tabriz
Safavid Paradise Gardenrug

Maryam Motafakkerazad! G: Shahrzad Pashamilani *2 ®
1. Assistant Professor, Carpet Faculty, Tabriz Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran
2. Bachelor of Carpet Design, Carpet Faculty, Tabriz Islamic Art University, Tabriz, Iran

Received: 2024/10/13 Accepted: 2025/02/6

Abstract

The concept of the Garden of Paradise holds a significant place in Iranian-Islamic culture, serving as a
manifestation of the universe and the divine throne. The earthly and visual manifestation of the concept of
the eternal Garden of Paradise has been depicted by Iranian Muslim artists in different periods in the form
of Islamic arts, especially rugs. In this research, the motifs and symbolic Islamic concepts of rug weaving art
have been studied by identifying one of the most valuable examples of rugs from the Safavid era. In this
context, the Safavid Garden of Paradise rug and the common concepts within its motifs, which are derived
from cultural concepts and Islamic art, have been studied. Therefore, the concept of the Garden of Paradise
in the Holy Quran and the narrations and its visual representation in the motifs of this rug has been studied.
The purpose of studying this rug is to investigate the concept of the Gardens of Paradise in Iranian carpets
and the impact that Islamic culture has had on the framework of the culture and art of carpet weaving during
the Safavid era. This research addresses the fundamental question: what is the relationship between Iranian-
Islamic concepts and the subjects of the Safavid Garden of Paradise rugs? It explores the relationship between
Iranian-Islamic culture and art and the garden rugs of the Safavid period. Accordingly, the motifs of the
Safavid Garden of Paradise carpet of Tabriz have been studied using a symbological approach and with an
applied purpose, “employing historical-analytical and library manner. The research findings indicate that the
common motifs in the Safavid Garden of Paradise rug, like those in other similar examples of Safavid garden
rugs, are inspired by the gardens and landscapes of the Islamic era. The elements used in this rug serve as an
allegory of paradise and the gardens of paradise mentioned in the Holy Quran (as the main source of Islamic
culture and art) as well as Islamic narrations. The concept of the Garden of Eden in garden rugs “symbolizes
an expression of the immortality and immortality of the eternal world, reminiscent of the everlasting memory
of Eden.
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Introduction

Islamic arts, as one of the most magnificent forms of art in the world, with its semantic and philosophical
underpinnings, have always resonated with the spirit of Muslim artists in Islamic lands.The influence of
Islamic culture and art on Iranian rug motifs in a symbolic form is of great importance.This research examines
the Tabriz Paradise Garden rug focusing on its aesthetic components and symbolic concepts. The purpose
of this study is to analyze a sample of Iranian rug masterpieces from the Safavid period highlighting their
impact on Iranian and Islamic culture and art. The common concepts found in Iranian rugs, especially the
Safavid Paradise Garden rug, are derived from Iranian-Islamic sources and are reflected in both abstract and
natural motifs. The concept of paradise gardens in Iranian rugs is manifested through studying the example
of the Safavid Paradise Garden rug of Tabriz and its influence on Islamic culture and art. The earthly
representation of paradise gardens can be observed in Iranian rugs. The aesthetic structure and motifs of the
Safavid paradise Garden rug are very important from both aesthetic and conceptual perspectives.

Materials and Methods

This research adopts a semiotic in approach. It employs a historical-analytical method, with an applied aim
and information collection in a library and documentary way. In this regard, library resources have been used,
and documents available at the Azerbaijan Museum, in the field of Safavid Garden Rug of Tabriz have been
prepared.

Results and Findings

Rugs, as part of Iranian-Islamic arts, have derived their concepts from the holy text of the Holy Quran and
narrations. Garden rugs encompass all rugs that, with abstract and natural garden elements and motifs, display
the theme of the garden and the eternal garden of paradise in Islamic arts.The conceptual and semantic
descriptions of the garden and the eternal garden of paradise, as well as the aesthetic structure of these
concepts found in the Holy Quran, have been integrated into the structure of Islamic arts, especially Iranian
carpets, across various designs. Almost all Iranian rugs express the concept of the garden in diverse ways and
through different methods in the structure and motifs. From the point of view of Iranian Muslim artists, the
garden is a manifestation of the eternal paradise and the garden of Ferdows, often referred to as the Minoan
Golestan. In rugs, the description of celestial paradises laid the groundwork for the description of earthly
paradises, and rug designers recreated the spiritual world and the gardens of paradise in a two-dimensional
way. Garden design's have been very popular in Safavid rugs, which is expressed with various aesthetic
structures based on the garden and eternal paradise garden, such as the use of a geometric garden
combination or the use of natural elements as a landscape garden or a combination of both.

Discussion

Among the exquisite masterpieces of Safavid rug weaving, which manifest the aesthetic and conceptual
dimensions of Islamic arts during the Safavid era, is the "Tabriz Safavid paradise garden rug". This rug,
featuring a central Medallion structure along with the text and headof Medallion and borders, closely
resembles nature and has been preserved. It is aesthetically designed with inspiration from the gardens of
paradise, which is embroidered using abstract and natural motifs. The motifs used in the Safavid Garden of
Paradise rug include abstract motifs such as Medallion, Eslimi frame, Khatai designs, etc., and natural motifs
such as trees, water, deer, stag, lion, bird, etc., and mythological motifs such as Simorgh (Tab 1).

Tab 1. The aesthetic structure of the Paradise Garden rug

The aesthetic structure of the Safavid paradise garden rug

the text of the rug the border of the rug the medallion of the rug  haed of the medallion of
the rug

Conclusion

The Safavid Garden of Paradise rug of Tabriz is recognized as one of the masterpieces of rug weaving of the
Safavid era due to its aesthetic dimensions and symbolic concept; because during this period, the motifs of
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the rug were closely linked to the themes and concepts derived from Islamic and Iranian culture. The concept
of gardens of paradise in Iranian rugs has a spiritual and extraterrestrial concept that is a manifestation of
paradise and eternal paradise in Islamic arts. This rug can be considered an exquisite collection of the aesthetic
combination of abstract and natural motifs with symbolic themes related to Islamic religion and culture.The
use of a garden text alongside natural motifs as well as animal and plant elements serves as an earthly
manifestation of this Eternal and everlasting paradise.In this rug, the presence of three types of abstract,
natural and mythological motifs is evident, and the appropriate combination of abstract motifs such as
Medallion and Eslimi motifs in the Medallion and the head of the Medallion and the Khatai elements in the
Medallion text and the borders in combination with animals such as birds as a manifestation of the
transcendent spirit in a paradise-like atmosphere adds to the symbolic and semantic concept of this rug.
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Figure 2. garden rug available in Iran Carpet Museum, Figurel. A rug with a garden pattern, visually similar

(Mahmoudi Nejad et al,, 2007, p.115) (baharestanbook.com, 2006)to a Baharestan rug,
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Figure 4. Half of the Safavid Paradise Garden Rug
(Day, 1996, p.127)

Figure 3. Safavid Paradise Garden Rug
(egt.ir, 20106)
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Figure 5. Medallion of the Safavid paradise garden rug
(Day, 1996, p.127)
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Table 1. The aesthetic structure of the Paradise Garden rug
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Figure 6. The symbolic aesthetic structure of the Safavid Garden of Paradise Rug
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medallions medallion of the Safavid paradise garden rug
(Day, 1996, p.127) (Day, 1996, p.127)
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Table 2. Khataei elements used on the Safavid paradise garden rug
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(Day, 1996, p.127) Ssio
B. Khataei elements used on the medallion of the (Day, 1996, p.127)

Safavid paradise garden rug.

(Day, 1996, p.127) A. Khataei elements used on the border of the

Safavid paradise garden rug.
(Day,1996, p.127)
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Figure 9. Cedar trees are a symbol of immortality and eternal life
(Day,1996, p.127)
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Figure 10. The fountain always boiling at the Safavid paradise garden rug. (Day,1996,p.127)
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Table 3. The motif of the deer and The motif of gazelle in the Safavid paradise
Garden rug

oo g b JB Lodls 1 gal il v sho Cugg b JB ot 5 035 Dl A
A. The motif of the deer in the text of the Safavid paradise
garden rug

B. The motif of gazelle in the border of Safavid paradise

garden rug
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Figure 11. The motif of the lion in the Safavid paradise garden rug.
(Day, 1996, p.127)
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Table 4. The motif of a bird in the Safavid paradise garden rug
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Figure 12. Simorgh motif in the Safavid paradise garden rug.
(Day, 1996, p.127)
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Table 5. motifs available in the Safavid paradise garden rug
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