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Abstract

The diversity of pottery and tile production occasionally includes new and unconventional applications. The
use of large tile pieces as tabletop surfaces can be considered one such example. An octagonal tabletop tile
preserved in the Kashan National Museum, attributed to the Qajar era, is the focus of this study. This research
seeks to provide a more comprehensive understanding of this tile by examining its visual features, historical
data on similar Qajar-era examples, and pottery production from the last century, supported by evidence and
documentation. This study, conducted using a historical-analytical method, employed both library and field
studies for data collection. The repeated inscription of the phrase “Sanaye Ghadimeh” (Ancient Crafts) in
the corner medallions used in the decoration of this tile serves as the key to determining its period and place
of production. By examining this inscription in other tile productions, we identified examples from the
Pahlavi era, all of which were products of the Sanaye Ghadimeh Tile Workshop. Some tiles from this
workshop were custom-made for the royal court and government offices. The results of the study indicate
that this tabletop tile is among the ceramic productions of the Pahlavi era from the Sanaye Ghadimeh Tile
Workshop, which has been misattributed to the Qajar era due to its visual similarity to some underglaze
ceramic productions of that period.
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Introduction

This study aims to examine and identify a small segment of ceramic production in Iran by focusing on a case
study of a tile attributed to the Qajar era, preserved in the National Museum of Kashan. The study endeavors
to enhance knowledge about this artifact by presenting supporting evidence and documentation.

Materials and Methods

This research employs a historical-analytical method, utilizing library studies (reviewing written sources,
online databases, and National Archive documents) and field methods (interviews, observations, and
photography) for data collection.

Results and Discussion

The Tabletop Tile of National Museum of Kashan

The octagonal tabletop tile, registered under number 1580, is presented as a Qajar-era artifact based on the
National Museum of Kashan's records. Made of stone-paste and executed using the underglaze technique, it
features white, green, yellow, cobalt blue, and brown decorations. In the adjacent corner medallions along
the border, the phrase "Sanaye Ghadimeh" is symmetrically repeated, filling the space. In the design formed
by the connection of these inscriptions, a four-petal flower is depicted (Figures 1-3).

N b

Figure 1. Tabletop tile, Diameter: 59, Figure 2. Linear design of ~ Figure 3. Details of the octagonal tile of
Thickness: 2.7 cm, Accession Number:  one-quarter of the tile pattern  the National Museum of Kashan with the
1580, National Museum of Kashan in Figure (1) repetition of the phrase
(Abbas Akbari, 2024) "Sanaye Ghadimeh"

The Inscription “SanayeGhadimeh”

The phrase "Sanaye Ghadimeh" appears on a reverse-painted glass painting by Hossein Taherzadeh Behzad,
preserved in the National Museum of Arts, located above the entrance to the current National Museum of
Arts, and on the mortar backing tiles near the museum's entrance. Several tiles embossed with the mark
"Sanaye Ghadimeh" on their reverse have been recovered from the Masoudiya Mansion. Additionally, the
phrase "Sanaye Ghadimeh 1314" is inscribed on the outer facade of the Civil Registry Organization building
in Tehran's Mashq Square (Meidan-e Mashgh) (MirzaeiMehr, 2022, p. 134). This phrase, found on the tiles
under discussion, refers to a school-turned-workshop complex from the Pahlavi era that was involved in tile-
making.

Sanaye Ghadimeh Tile Workshop

The tile-making workshop of this school, which began operating around 1310-1312 SH (1931-1933), ceased
its activities in 1324 SH (1945) but it resumed after several yeats. The primary products of the workshop
included monochrome and seven-color tiles.

Conclusion

Based on available evidence, high-quality workshop productions and exemplary works of the Sanaye
Ghadimeh Art School students were transferred to the National Museum of Arts. The National Museum of
Kashan, being a later-established museum, likely acquired some of its holdings, including the discussed
tabletop tile, from the National Museum of Arts. In response to the research question, it is concluded that
this tabletop tile, associated with "Sanaye Ghadimeh", is among the ceramic productions of the Pahlavi era
from the Sanaye Ghadimeh Tile Workshop in Tehran. Due to its visual resemblance to Qajar ceramic
productions, it has been mistakenly attributed to an incorrect time period.
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Figure 4. (a) Monochromatic table, Middle centuries, Found in Bojnourd, North Khorasan, Height: 33.7
cm, Preserved in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, Accession number: 69.225 (Low Table or Stand,
n.d.). (b) Taboutet, Lustre pottety, Early 7th century AH/13th century, Height: 30.5 cm, Iran, Preserved
in the Philadelphia Museum of Art, Number: 1943-41-1 (Tabouret, n.d.)
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Figure 5. (a) Qajar tabletop, The story of Shaikh San’an and Christian girl, Preserved in the Islamic Art
Museum of Malaysia (Qajar Underglaze-Painted Table Top, 2019). (b) Qajar tabletop, Portrait of
Stepanos Aghanoor in the center of the work, Preserved in the Vank Church Museum. (c) Tabletop with
Slimi motif, Diameter: 58 cm, Preserved in the Ivory Hall of Golestan Palace (Makkinejad, 2022, p. 184)
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Figure 6. (a) Iznik tabletop tile, Underglaze painting, Diameter: Ca. 55.5, Thickness: 2.5 to 2.8 cm
(Watson, 2010, p. 5). (b) Side view of Ottoman table with tile top, Height: 48, Diameter: 63 cm, Victoria
and Albert Museum, Accession number: C.19-1987 (Table, n. d). (c) Octagonal tabletop tile, Underglaze
painting, Diameter: 39.69 cm, Ottoman period, Preserved in the Harvard Art Museum, Number: 1960.24
(Octagonal tile panel, n. d)
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Figure 7. Table with painting behind glass with the logo of Sanaye Ghadimeh, part of the details of the
work and registration of the title of Sanaye Ghadimeh, by Hossein Taherzadeh Behzad, 1309-1310 SH
(Abolfazl ArabBeigi, 2024)
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Figure 10. The back view of one of the
monochrome tiles discovered in the
Masoudieh Mansion (Farshad Moazzeni)

Figure 11. Details of the facade tiles of the historical
monument of the Civil Registration of Iran (MirzaeiMehr,
2022, p. 136)
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Figure 13. A number of artists and professors of the (\W e AYAY

National Arts Department during the administration of  Figure 12. A picture of the professors and students of

Ali Katimi (middle petson in the front row), 1324 SH Sanaye Ghadimeh School during the administration of

(RezaeiNabard, 2015, p. 112) Hossein Taherzadeh Behzad (seated on the right), Ali
Karimi (standing on the left), 1318 SH (RezaeiNabard,
2015, p. 112)
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