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Abstract

Roman Jakobson, the prominent Russian linguist, believes that all linguistic structures have communicative
purposes. He asserts that the orientation of a message toward any of the six communicative elements—
sender, channel, receiver, contact, code, or message—rteveals the message's function. According to this
theory, it can be argued that the decorative Kufic inscriptions and motifs used in the context of Buyid textiles
also serve a communicative function. The textile artists of the Buyid era, with their unique ingenuity, crafted
a dynamic media framework using symbolic language, signs, symbols, and inscriptions, thereby creating a
vibrant textile narrative. This study is significant because it examines the functional role of the Buyid style as
a medium, which has not been previously explored. It addresses the question of how the Buyid style
functioned as a promotional medium in the emerging Iranian-Islamic society. This article focuses on the
analysis of 26 pieces of textiles discovered in the tomb of Bibishehrbanu and the Nagarakhanah cemetery in
Shahr-e Rey. Data for this research were collected from library documents and credible museum websites,
with data analysis conducted both qualitatively and quantitatively. The findings indicate that the textiles of
the Buyid era served as a local medium that prioritized the distribution and transmission of political, cultural,
and religious messages. Based on Jakobson's theoretical framework, the textiles exhibit vatious
communicative functions, including aesthetic, referential, metalinguistic, emotive, conative, and, at last, phatic
functions, with the aesthetic function being of the highest priority. Furthermore, the most frequently
represented symbol is the tree of life, signifying power, growth, transcendence, and eternity, while the
elephant symbol, which represents power, is the least frequently depicted. Additionally, the promotional-
media function of this style corresponds to the fifth priority among the medium's functions, with the
foremost function being aesthetic to attract and engage the audience toward the message.
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Introduction

One of the fundamental principles of Islam is promotion, as the first official mission of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) was to spread Islam through promotion. The establishment of Islam led to the emergence of Muslim
artists and calligraphers, who introduced the Kufic script as a key cultural achievement and the primary
medium of the Islamic world.

During this petiod, textile artists created numerous luxurious pieces featuring intricate motifs and Kufic
inscriptions.

With the rise of Orientalism in the 19th century, archaeologists and researchers began exploring the nature
of these decorations. Over the past three centuries, various functions have been proposed for the decorations
of Islamic objects.

Materials and Methods

In studying the communicative function of the Buyid style, Roman Jakobson's linguistic theory provides a
framework for understanding communication structure and semantics in verbal messages, utilizing his six
roles of language. This theory effectively illuminates the depth and communicative elements of inscriptions
and visual codes in Buyid Dynasty textiles.

Data collection involved library research and documentary sources, employing both qualitative and
quantitative analysis methods employed. The visual sample included 26 textiles, some of which were dated
to the Buyid Dynasty petiod through Carbon-14 testing. The term "attributed to the Buyid Dynasty period"
was used for textiles with significant ambiguity regarding their dating.

Twenty Buyid Dynasty textiles were sourced from reputable museum websites, supplemented by six images
from previous studies. Microsoft Excel was utilized to analyze the frequency of messages and identify the
most and least frequently repeated symbols.

Figure 1. Tiraz textiles from the Buyid era, Bibi Shahrbanu Mausoleum and Naqqareh Khaneh
Cemetery, Rey
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Figure 2. Tiraz textiles from the Buyid era, Bibi Shahrbanu Mausoleum and Naqqareh Khaneh
Cemetery, Rey
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Results and Findings

The research, using Jakobson's communication theoty, reveals that the Buyid textiles and the Kufic
inscriptions exhibit three functional aspects: The emotional function, the referential, and the phatic function.
Additionally, the animal and plant motifs convey symbolic messages and establish structural relationships
that enhance communication. The key findings categorize the types of verbal communication in the
decorations of Buyid textiles into six functions: aesthetic, referential, metalinguistic, emotive, conative, and
phatic.

Discussion

This research analyzes the communicative functions of motifs on Buyid textiles through Jakobson's
communication theoty, categorizing messages into six distinct functions. Jakobson's model illustrates how
the otientation of the "message" relates to its components, enhancing our understanding of textile designs as
complex communicative tools. This study enriches the discourse on textiles as both artistic expressions and
significant media in historical contexts.
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Figure 3. Types of Functions According to Jakobson (Mahdizadeh, 2015:53).
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Jakobson's Six Communicative Functions of Language:

1. Referential Function: message orientation towards the text or context,

2. Emotive Function: message orientation towards the sender,

3. Conative Function: message orientation towards the audience or receiver,

4. Phatic Function: message orientation towards the physical communication channel,
5. Artistic Function: message orientation towards the message itself,

6. Metalinguistic Function: message orientation towards the code
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Figure 4. Referential function diagram of the Buyid era style

Conclusion

Based on the study of Jakobson's theory of linguistic model communication applied toapproximately twenty-
six pieces of textiles from the tomb of Bibi Shahrbanu and the cemetery of NagarKhaneh Shahr-e Ray, it can
be concluded that textiles had diverse media functions. The prioritization of these functions based on their
frequency in the textiles of the Buyid era is as follows:
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Figure 5.Percentage Frequency of the Conative, Emotive, and Phatic Functions in the Kufic Inscriptions on Tiraz

Fabrics from the Buyid Era in the Tomb of Bibi Shahrbanu and the Naqqarehkhaneh Cemetery of Rey
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Figure 6.Percentage Frequency of the Metalingual Function of Decorative Motifs on Tiraz Fabrics from the Buyid Era
in the Tomb of Bibi Shahrbanu and the Naqqarehkhaneh Cemetery of Rey
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Figure 2. Tiraz textiles from the Buyid era, Bibi Shahrbanu Mausoleum and Naqqareh Khaneh
Cemetery, Rey

Sl el # )y A el

b.
d ) Cw dc go fd)l-‘-&g oo (;.; 0jge :LS)I'M’SJ Joeo ("6” a
gelS 0590 WgilS 0590 105065 e (& . sls
d. Location: c. Location: Cleveland b L ion: Pri a. Location:
Cleveland Museum of Art ’ o(c:a;llont.i rivate Cleveland Museum
Museum of Art ofiection of Art
A = f 5 €«
. ¢ g« ' fe B ‘
()& Jora (¢ D 0590 (5SS o (&
gelS 0590 WglS 0590 105055 e (& WglS 0590 105055 e (2 sls
h. Location: g. Location: Cleveland f. Location: Cleveland e. Location:
Cleveland Museum of Art Museum of Art Cleveland Museum
Museum of Art ] of Art
R
ey 1, ko e i
9o 2RSS ci <. : c. -. )
e MEFD e o L)giSag 0390 s e (5 g0 IS Jove (¢
- e @l LS
LCII:CSZZ;L k. Location: Abg Ashton j. Location: Victoria and i. Location: Cleveland
v Museum Albert Museum Museum of Art

Museum of Art



https://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-359-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.8.2.359

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.8.2.359 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 1:13 +0330 on Tuesday May 19th 2026

0« ne m;

0j90 15 IS5 Joxe (5

IS e (0 £osle o LS .
< 8l 0505 4SS Yoo ‘
LeolS" 0590 g8 090 106 0SS Joma (0 5 o3 S sdS
p. Location: O. Location: Cleveland S m. Location:
.Colurnbia ' Museum of Art n. Location: Washington Cleveland Museum
Museum D.C. Museum of Art

tb ‘ S b ) -

6l b . _. . ] e _
‘s’ﬁ“}m ( Oly 0jgei 5 )l Ja (b 4o gooxa 15 0SS Joma (U2 0390 15, oo (Lo
Jgel 0jg90 s .
t. Location: . i ) ‘—fw ‘ LeelS ‘
Cleveland s. Location: Washington r. Location: Private q. Location:
D.C. Museum Collection Columbia Museum

Museum of Art

65 e BBl ol S g gled (s oKl ]l pae b slae ) FUSS
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Figure 4. Diagram of the Referential Function of Tiraz in the Buyid Era
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Table 1. Historical-cultural referential function of selected Buyid-era tiraz textiles shown in Figures (1—
2)
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Figure 6. (a) Diagram of Double-Faced Weave with One Warp System and Two Weft Systems (Nouri et al., 2023). (b)
Example of a Traditional Warp Setup Device for Weaving
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