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Abstract

Roman Jakobson, the prominent Russian linguist, believes that all linguistic structures have communicative
purposes. He asserts that the orientation of a message toward any of the six communicative elements—
sender, channel, receiver, contact, code, or message—rteveals the message's function. According to this
theory, it can be argued that the decorative Kufic inscriptions and motifs used in the context of Buyid textiles
also serve a communicative function. The textile artists of the Buyid era, with their unique ingenuity, crafted
a dynamic media framework using symbolic language, signs, symbols, and inscriptions, thereby creating a
vibrant textile narrative. This study is significant because it examines the functional role of the Buyid style as
a medium, which has not been previously explored. It addresses the question of how the Buyid style
functioned as a promotional medium in the emerging Iranian-Islamic society. This article focuses on the
analysis of 26 pieces of textiles discovered in the tomb of Bibishehrbanu and the Nagarakhanah cemetery in
Shahr-e Rey. Data for this research were collected from library documents and credible museum websites,
with data analysis conducted both qualitatively and quantitatively. The findings indicate that the textiles of
the Buyid era served as a local medium that prioritized the distribution and transmission of political, cultural,
and religious messages. Based on Jakobson's theoretical framework, the textiles exhibit various
communicative functions, including aesthetic, referential, metalinguistic, emotive, conative, and, at last, phatic
functions, with the aesthetic function being of the highest priority. Furthermore, the most frequently
represented symbol is the tree of life, signifying power, growth, transcendence, and eternity, while the
elephant symbol, which represents power, is the least frequently depicted. Additionally, the promotional-
media function of this style corresponds to the fifth ptiority among the medium's functions, with the
foremost function being aesthetic to attract and engage the audience toward the message.
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Introduction

One of the fundamental principles of Islam is promotion, as the first official mission of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) was to spread Islam through promotion. The establishment of Islam led to the emergence of Muslim
artists and calligraphers, who introduced the Kufic script as a key cultural achievement and the primary
medium of the Islamic world.

During this petiod, textile artists created numerous luxurious pieces featuring intricate motifs and Kufic
inscriptions.

With the rise of Orientalism in the 19th century, archaeologists and researchers began exploring the nature
of these decorations. Over the past three centuries, various functions have been proposed for the decorations
of Islamic objects.

Materials and Methods

In studying the communicative function of the Buyid style, Roman Jakobson's linguistic theory provides a
framework for understanding communication structure and semantics in verbal messages, utilizing his six
roles of language. This theory effectively illuminates the depth and communicative elements of inscriptions
and visual codes in Buyid Dynasty textiles.

Data collection involved library research and documentary sources, employing both qualitative and
quantitative analysis methods employed. The visual sample included 26 textiles, some of which were dated
to the Buyid Dynasty period through Carbon-14 testing. The term "attributed to the Buyid Dynasty period"
was used for textiles with significant ambiguity regarding their dating.

Twenty Buyid Dynasty textiles were sourced from reputable museum websites, supplemented by six images
from previous studies. Microsoft Excel was utilized to analyze the frequency of messages and identify the
most and least frequently repeated symbols.

Figure 1. Tiraz textiles from the Buyid era, Bibi Shahrbanu Mausoleum and Naqqareh Khaneh
Cemetery, Rey
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Figure 2. Tiraz textiles from the Buyid era, Bibi Shahrbanu Mausoleum and Naqgqareh Khaneh
Cemetery, Rey
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Results and Findings

The research, using Jakobson's communication theory, reveals that the Buyid textiles and the Kufic
inscriptions exhibit three functional aspects: The emotional function, the referential, and the phatic function.
Additionally, the animal and plant motifs convey symbolic messages and establish structural relationships
that enhance communication. The key findings categorize the types of verbal communication in the
decorations of Buyid textiles into six functions: aesthetic, referential, metalinguistic, emotive, conative, and
phatic.

Discussion

This research analyzes the communicative functions of motifs on Buyid textiles through Jakobson's
communication theory, categorizing messages into six distinct functions. Jakobson's model illustrates how
the orientation of the "message" relates to its components, enhancing our understanding of textile designs as
complex communicative tools. This study enriches the discourse on textiles as both artistic expressions and
significant media in historical contexts.
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Figure 3. Types of Functions According to Jakobson (Mahdizadeh, 2015:53).
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Jakobson's Six Communicative Functions of Language:

1. Referential Function: message orientation towards the text or context,

2. Emotive Function: message orientation towards the sender,

3. Conative Function: message orientation towards the audience or receiver,

4. Phatic Function: message orientation towards the physical communication channel,
5. Artistic Function: message orientation towards the message itself,

6. Metalinguistic Function: message orientation towards the code
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Figure 4. Referential function diagram of the Buyid era style

Conclusion

Based on the study of Jakobson's theory of linguistic model communication applied toapproximately twenty-
six pieces of textiles from the tomb of Bibi Shahrbanu and the cemetery of NagarKhaneh Shahr-e Ray, it can
be concluded that textiles had diverse media functions. The prioritization of these functions based on their
frequency in the textiles of the Buyid era is as follows:

1.

A

Artistic Function: 100%
Referential Function: 100%
Metalinguistic Function: 100%
Emotive Function: 46%
Conative Function: 30%
Phatic Function: Less than 3%

50
407 uthe Emotion Functions
30 | = the Reflection Functions
20 = \Withoutinscription
10 | ® The phatic functions

0

Figure 5.Percentage Frequency of the Conative, Emotive, and Phatic Functions in the Kufic Inscriptions on Tiraz
Fabrics from the Buyid Era in the Tomb of Bibi Shahrbanu and the Naqqarehkhaneh Cemetery of Rey
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Figure 6.Percentage Frequency of the Metalingual Function of Decorative Motifs on Tiraz Fabrics from the Buyid Era
in the Tomb of Bibi Shahrbanu and the Naqqarehkhaneh Cemetery of Rey
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Figure 2. Tiraz textiles from the Buyid era, Bibi Shahrbanu Mausoleum and Naqqareh Khaneh
Cemetery, Rey
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Figure 4. Diagram of the Referential Function of Tiraz in the Buyid Era

SOl e s s gl guas b gla 55,5 V€Y
a3 elain) g s o Sim b o So i clatine; 4 ol Lt o (o0l Bianj s gl ¢l o Al olS5
olail gl Lol ] el da iSadiS” Y I (S bl pas 305 oMl 890 3 do )l oyl ope oKl
by ol 2 3092 90 oy 9 92 gl oo & e oo Wl 352 393 1518 J ool pgse 3 2390 13 BlLs 9
5 byl Canino 4y lodune i dlawly 4y 36 (oMl 593 3 (FA .o VYA 5 500 0Dg143) €531y edially Lyl oS
2o B b (98 5 5 ol g Sl i ey o 4 3y ool g (Sim b e Aadls o b ol (Sl
o ol din g e (e (gt | (Sb)ly SV gaze y oMe (M )5k Bl drng el lajlil >
by )8 ¢ glas sl Y guammo < log g Mg Wb o adye b B a |y pMl e sl pid plo g olpl b (sladlS S
agl sl o sl (lslds y (VI a4 (V.o OYAD (So)€ogs oS el o (gldalaio g (635 0 dlaidl 5
caby Slig g e Cygon ) 05 Sllle widg: s pe dx )l il (el S colo o Lol (S o
2 0)lgen g Lad oo Cguire il o (£ (G5 syl g WD & 39l Ll (oolaBl glad S K i S e

(V0 .o clen) «aily )8 badol Cuusg g GV dadal 3815y jup> o

Syl plsl (> gele Syl ot o (sl 1) 4805 s Sl b o Mo U Jl oolid eyl 2 05Mle
Do 55 o e 332 Sy o o3 55 B e o o (sl st cail 5 > e Lk 1y
)k ) Brae Do cplpl g L 1) e e3)lez I e & (6)lpd Dl S S 3 939 Mo Jlod dally (K> (5
Ao P fin g S ol ygale bowogs 2l | g

M 9 owlow Eloial Bo & gl pas Sb gl yf 5,515 Y-£-Y
Sl J (S5 il g ok (g pgolgel (o 5 45T 09 ¢ B g5 9 S LS (i)l s b 2
o o8 (glals. (s diges ooty 28,5 )8 WS g 390 5 dygy I oMl pl555 dnole 13 A o ogumo OV
Olegy 9 Ololl b &S (sgal (Slals Ll €8 g el (Sobo b cpaily Sl &7 12 092 (5ol lgpe 0 Shollased 57 (5
o (Vo5 o MY (o lyj)os: S o (S dlox o] 14870008 a5 31 ()0 pgmsy 3l 6oy 222D Sl
sseloiel laie Jl o odlitl by cpl Sl ISty g ol lgiedr pimen 5 Glalls (bl Al gl sl

VAP VY (o9 oles cpiiin Jlw ¢ oMl elio (cla i


http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.8.2.359
https://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-359-en.html

[ Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir on 2025-10-17 ]

[ DOI: 10.61882jic.8.2.359 ]

b oM bl 4y g b o)lal (M (slea! (g5 2 5 dingy koo 5 (slotel (gl (gl Sl iz ) audl Bty
b g ol a5 33160 i g o bl 3o ) 3 o e (sl B oy ) 5,08
oy} o pb Gls s A eloailts | Sy a5 Ll b il By w5 ol 4y s s b aSs oy ke ivonl
530,851y sl 4 a8l ¢yl i ol oMl by il oD 39 aS oyl A pb Bl sile )L
93 o) €ailes 2y o g (6o, p g ol 5 )18 Sibles 45 Z0d (sl e ol yordy |y iags pb L0l g

(YE5-YSY o YYD

b clada b (gl 35,5 o 030t doldll 5o o583 o 4Bl b (glada b} 5 Lawsio 5 Jgoie cloinl Gl

olSwd b ol oSl el (6,55 g Aol Sk b 4y 39y Ko (gl (S 4 A5 o o) 3 6l8 S WigS 43 b L 4y )]
g LS8 oo pdye pyes & |y 355 (YIS 4 30y (1))3) U5k (el Cans o5 A o ool Kbl Lo &S cEME
syl g Cals M IS (gl (gls )b 58l 4 g ddls FIST 0 oS pgd oS g WS o o Kb (slayeiS 4 L

oz (gl O pre Cunlgd 1 g L5 ded ol odes jobody 368" bad b (glaniS (cladidigr ygeuie 30 (o0 gl disoj
5 4 o (lauatid o ()5 Bya 3 g 3igs 4 i g il ] laailis Jgieas UE agS cpl sl oy
S oS o S8 hdgio pb 5 2k gy 4 kS & LSS g9 cpl Jsare sl 4 iul 03 o3lital 3)90 0y iS'9)
A=Y JS8) 35 o Cagl dnals 3y (de (Slacaased 4 )l g plysl o g AS o Jie Chlbre &) (gt (23 5
{oo

S8 9 (o)l Hsej & gl pac jhb gla )l 3,515 F-€-Y
o o S (S5 5 8 o ) cdobin i | s o cslatly Sinh 5 Sl o) 355
s 9 g0 031> glojl (oMl yolo 5 dnoler (K B Cagn 4y ( B b (slaaniS jpl dauly g (Fu b diej 4 Jb
s ol 238 o inles 1y (oDl ) e g O sl o ol | (Ko sl i 5 B8 b (glnansS
Ol P g 098 Wloa S7 (A ¢ Sloler (g)gbolywal 09 4 Ml Sl G ()93 e 9 (P (9B 2 4SS L0y (4l
Mo it cpioman gl o Cgume Gl ol sodled (5SS g2 9 (o et OB 13 IS g g puStiesl (S35
ok yga> s g Olis 10,5 13 W lgye i 3 dles j Wles s IS 4y 368 BT )31, (6,50 058ty glasles plos il b |
2356 n gl 5 ] o olyo 4 26 S g 4y 9 (S5 0 S sln bl (35 190 4 (23] 5 )
i lod & (b gty cbinls Gl s & (Sl gl pre Sloailis ) 55 (0B) lapigdlae 325l 5 (2e8 5

A Sros u°L’ 0‘9“"‘% ‘) c_f")'t*’l _L?‘)i' cugR bl °°)§ o3l ‘_S*“’)B 9 L?‘i)b dasll 9 “"*5)’ 5‘ PL’ C)i‘ '(\JSJ?)
892 ol 2 b bl (Kin B Cugn Cuow 4 ()0 bl loanS (B )5 (ape (b eslil ST e bl

(Y1) 2 3 3290 ey S cslasn b 3] e i~ S el 35050 Jgan
Table 1. Historical-cultural referential function of selected Buyid-era tiraz textiles shown in Figures (1—
2)
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Figure 6. (a) Diagram of Double-Faced Weave with One Warp System and Two Weft Systems (Nouri et al., 2023). (b)
Example of a Traditional Warp Setup Device for Weaving
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