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Abstract

Test Sultan Mohammad Naqqash, an outstanding artist of the Safavid period, has left a deep impact on
Iranian art by creating beautiful and imaginative works. Gaston Bachelard, a French theorist, emphasizes the
connection between artistic imagination and the fundamental elements of nature (water, fire, earth, and wind)
and introduces imaginative criticism as a tool for analyzing the hidden layers of imagination in art. This
research focuses on the study of four famous paintings of Sultan Mohammad Naqqash, including "The
Ascension of the Prophet", "Court of Kiyomarth", "Death of Zahhak", and "Century Celebration" from the
perspective of Gaston Bachelard's theory. Therefore, the study seeks to analyze the role of the four elements
in selected works of Sultan Mohammad the Painter and identify the dominant element in these works. The
emergence of matetial imagination in Sultan Mohammad's creativity can be attributed to his consideration of
the subjects of his paintings, which often reference religious and mythological themes. He has strived to
choose the dominant element in his artworks accordingly. These findings interaction between imagination
and natural elements is not only a tool for creating art but also a driving force in shaping human and cultural
experiences.The soil element is present as the most dominant element in the works of Sultan Mohammad
Naqgqash and reflects the inner world of the artist and his time.In this way, his works serve not only as visual
representations but also as portals to a deeper understanding of life, the universe, and the intricate
connections that bind humanity to the natural world.
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Introduction

Sultan Mohammad, a prominent artist of the Safavid period, is recognized as one of the leading figures in
Iranian painting, whose works epitomize the peak of artistic imagination during this time. His art, reflecting
the human psyche, existential dilemmas, and cultural narratives, enriches the artistic landscape of the Safavid
era. Notable works such as the paintings "The Ascension of the Prophet," "Court of Kiyomarth," "Death of
Zahhak," and "Century Celebration" provides a solid foundation for studying imaginative criticism based on
Gaston Bachelard's theory, which pertains to the four fundamental elements. Bachelard, a French
philosopher and theorist, argues that artistic and literary imagination is deeply connected to the elemental
forces of nature (water, fire, earth, and air) in shaping human mental and subconscious images. Imaginative
criticism, considered a branch of literary analysis, aids in the creative exploration of imaginative worlds as
well as literary and artistic themes. The study of imaginative criticism through the selected works of Sultan
Mohammad , in light of Bachelard's theory, leads to a deeper understanding of these artworks

Methodology

The present study has been conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach, relying on library sources and
grounded in Gaston Bachelard's phenomenological framework. The statistical population consists of ten
selected paintings by Sultan Mohammad Naqqash, among which four works" The Ascension of the Prophet,”
"Court of Kiyomarth," "Death of Zahhak," and "Century Celebration" have been chosen due to their
thematic range and the presence of the four elements, aligning with Bachelard's theoretical framework for
this research. Using this approach, the selected samples have been analyzed according to the aforementioned
theory.

Results

The results of this study indicate that the interaction between imagination and natural elements serves not
only as a tool for artistic creation but also as a driving force in shaping human and cultural experiences. This
interaction is particularly evident in the works of Sultan Mohammad, where he uses natural elements to
depict his imaginative world and the context of his time. The element of earth emerges as the most dominant
element in Sultan Mohammad's works, symbolizing stability, permanence, and the deep connection between
humans and nature. This element provides the viewer with a profound sense of connection with the ground
and their ancestors.

Discussion

In the selected works of Sultan Mohammad , including the paintings "Century Celebration," "Death of
Zahhak," and "Court of Kiyomarth," the element of water prominently tepresents life and movement. This
element acts not only as a natural force but also as a symbol of the flow of life and dynamism in the artwork.
Particulatly in "The Court of Kiyomarth, "water occupies the center of the image, enhancing the visual beauty
of the piece while also conveying a sense of tranquility and stillness. These characteristics reflect the profound
connection between humans and nature, as well as the desire to seek peace in a challenging world. Warm
colors such as red and orange are also employed in these works as symbols of fire. These colors evoke feelings
of warmth, energy, and joy, especially evident in "The Ascension of the Prophet" and "Century Celebration."
In "The Ascension of the Prophet," fire symbolizes light and brightness, representing the ascent to the
heavens, while in "Century Celebration," these colors conveys joy and vitality, reflecting the celebration and
merriment inherent in Iranian culture. Moreover, the element of earth emerges as the most significant in the
selected artworks, contributing to the deep connection between humanity and nature, as well as enhancing
the storytelling aspect. Earth symbolizes stability and permanence, serving as the foundation for myths and
legendary tales. The intricate compositions created by Sultan Mohammad showcase his profound
imagination, demonstrating his ability to depict human emotions and experiences through natural elements.
Finally, the element of air, represented by swirling and dynamic clouds, conveys feelings of freedom and
liberation. Air symbolizes change and movement, providing the viewer with the sensation that the depicted
world is evolving and expanding. This sense of freedom, particularly when combined with other elements
like water and earth, creates a more profound impression on the observer. Overall, the four elements in
Sultan Mohammad's works, especially with an emphasis on earth, simultaneously illustrate themes of life and
death.

Conclusion

In this study, a selection of works by Sultan Mohammad is examined in the context of the interaction between
imagination and its relationship with the four fundamental elements.Gaston Bachelard's phenomenological
approach, as one of the methods of imaginative criticism, divides imagination into two types: material and
formal. This classification helps us better understand how natural elements are employed in Sultan
Mohammad 's attworks and what impact they have on his artistic narratives. The presence of the four
elements in the examined paintings indicates that Sultan Mohammad predominantly relied on material
imagination. This material imagination stems from his imaginative perspective on the Safavid period and his
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inspiration drawn from nature in creating his works. This is particulatly evident visually throughout all aspects
of his images. The colors, shapes, and compositions in his works effectively contribute to presenting a sensory
and imaginative space that immerses the viewer in a unique world. The emergence of material imagination in
Sultan Mohammad's works can be traced back to his focus on the subjects of the paintings. These subjects
primarily address religious and mythical themes, and he has catrefully chosen the dominant elements in his
artworks. In the mythological paintings, the element of earth stands out as the most significant visual element,
symbolizing the connection between humans and their ancestors. This connection is particularly evident in
the historical and cultural contexts of his works, leaving a profound impact on the audience. Conversely, the
element of air in the religious painting "The Ascension of the Prophet" symbolizes a sense of liberation and
ascension to the heavens. Through the use of clouds in this artwork, Sultan Mohammad depicts movement
and freedom, conveying the idea that humans can transcend worldly constraints and ascend to the skies. This
representation fosters a deeper insight into themes of life and death in his works, allowing the viewer to
reflect on human existence and its meanings. The natural landscapes in Sultan Mohammad 's paintings are
designed to evoke tranquility, wonder, and even unrest in the viewer. These works not only showcase visual
beauty but also serve as a medium for a deeper understanding of human existence and the surrounding world.
The study of imaginative criticism in Sultan Mohammad 's works, centered around Bachelard's theory,
illustrates the profound impact of imagination on the artistic creation process and how this is reflected in the
artist's oeuvre. This impact is particularly evident through his use of natural elements and his deep imagination
in portraying human emotions and experiences. Ultimately, this study helps us understand how art can assist
us in gaining a deeper understanding of ourselves and the world around us.
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Figure 1. The Ascension of the Prophet, Khamsa by Nizamf, British Museum(Azhand, 2006, p. 169).
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Table 1. The use of the four elements in the painting ""The Ascension of the Prophet"
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Figure 2. Century Celebration, Shahnameh of Tahmaspi, Metropolitan Museum (Canby, 2011, p. 29).
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Table 2. The use of the four elements in the painting "The Century Celebration"
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Table 3. The use of the four elements in the painting "The Death of Zahhak"
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Figure 3. Death of Zahhak, Shahnameh of Tahmaspi, Metropolitan Museum (Canby, 2011, p.
38).
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Figure 3. Court of Kiyomarth, Shahnameh of Tahmaspi, British Museum (Canby, 2011, p. 27).
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Table 4. The use of the four elements in the painting "The Court of Kiyomarth "
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Table 5. The use of the element of water in a selection of works by the painter Sultan Mohammad
Naghash.
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Table 6. The use of the element of fire in a selection of works by the painter Sultan Mohammad
Naghash.
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Table 7. The use of the element of soil in a selection of works by the painter Sultan Mohammad

Naghash.
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Table 8. The use of the element of wind in a selection of works by the painter Sultan Mohammad

Naghash.
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