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Abstract

In post-revolutionary Iran, after the three discourses of revolution, war, and construction, with the central
signifiers of collective action, the issuance of revolution, and legitimacy, a new discourse emerged in mural
painting that was influenced by religious values on the one hand and dependent on freedom-seeking values
on the other. The growth of individual freedoms, pluralism, and attention to the concept of Iranian
civilization led to the expansion of the formal tools and content of mural painting in style, materials, and
themes. In this way, broader concepts of the components and dimensions of national identity emerged in
mural painting, which can be examined and analyzed in the form of a discourse of national identity. The main
question of the present study is what are the grounds for the formation of the discourse of national identity
in contemporary mural paintings in Tehran? The present study is a descriptive-analytical one that was
conducted using the discourse analysis method of Laclau and Mouffe. The statistical population of the
present study is all the murals in Tehran since 1997, totaling four thousand works, of which 200 works were
selected non-randomly and purposefully. The findings of the study show that the floating signifiers of
"people", "ideology", "painting", "calligraphy", "symbols and signs", "national heroes" and "national
elements" in the semantic system of this discourse, after othering, were highlighted with new significations,
and their significations in the three previous discourses were marginalized in the field of discourse, and the
equivalence chains of competing discourses were broken apart. Then, the highlighted signifiers with the newly
emerging floating signifiers of "epic themes", "Iranian customs", "unusual materials", "abstraction" were
articulated around the central signifier of "national identity" and formed an equivalence chain. As these
signifiers became hegemonic, the discourse of national identity in Tehran's murals also became hegemonic.
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Introduction

Due to its widespread presence in urban environments, murals, as external objects with specific
dimensions, produce a “symbolic and semantic space” that connects the scattered feelings of
individuals in society and connects individuals scattered in different cultural sectors. In murals as
public art, visual symbols of identity are represented and emerge in the collective mind, and the
repetition of observations affects the permanence and stability of civilization (Ameli, 2011). With
the fall of the Pahlavi regime and the growth of revolutionary intellectual movements, in protest
against the institution of the Pahlavi government, realism, and the people’s deeply rooted religious
beliefs, murals changed both in their form and content. This aspect of protest had previously been
experienced in countries such as Mexico. After the revolution and the beginning of the Iran-Iraq
wat, the themes of painting in the 1960s included recording influential events and the public defense
of the territorial integrity and Islamic Revolution of Iran (Jamei Mosque, 15:2013; Asadi et al.,
11:2013). Before the reform era, three political discourses of revolution: (1359-1367), war discourse:
(1359-1367), and construction discourse: (1359-1376) influenced mural painting (Mobasherzadegan
et al., 1400). In the discourse of national identity in the Takht mural, the political discourse of
reform with its combined liberal and Islamic achievements such as pluralism, religious democracy,
individual freedoms, Iranian civilization and nationality, and a multitude of signifiers that had been
marginalized in the previous three discourses, provided an opportunity to attract symbolic capital
and resolve the crisis of identity and civilization. Therefore, the floating signifiers in previous
discourses found new meanings in the new semantic system, which reflected the concerns of
identity in the age of technology and communications. Thus, in the shadow of the political
discourse of reforms, the change in the official approach to mural painting during this period
brought marginalized voices to the stage and formed a new discourse in this field. The main
question of the present study is what are the grounds for the formation of the discourse of national
identity in the mural paintings of Tehran? And the secondary question is what are the elements,
characteristics, and indicators of national identity in the contemporary mural paintings of Tehran?

Materials and Methods

The present research is qualitative and was conducted using library and internet resources, as well
as government archives such as the Tehran City Beautification Organization, as well as private
archives and photography. In a way, out of four thousand murals in Tehran, 200 works were
selected non-randomly and purposefully. The selections were made based on indicators such as the
painter's artistic reputation, dimensions and quality of the wotks, as well as on the presence of
elements that indicated the dimensions and components of national identity. The measurement of
dimensions and components is also based on the approach of Abolhasani (2008).

Results

In the first development, murals, spontaneously and without the supervision of a specific
organization, represented images of political figures of the revolution (Chehabi & Christia, 2008.2;
Zangi, 122:1395) and the issue of commitment surpassed expertise (Muridi, 196:1397). Sacrifice
and martyrdom were the most common themes and images of Mecca, Jerusalem, the shrine of
Imam Hussein along with Islamic decorative designs, bloody hands, and tulips were the most
common visual elements in murals during the war. The institutions that supervised and supported
murals during this period were the Islamic Advertisement Organization, local mobilizations, the
cultural department of the Islamic Revolutionary Committee, and the Revolutionary Guard Corps.
The third development in murals during the so-called Age of Construction was influenced by the
establishment of new institutions, and during this period, visual elements of industry and
construction jihad found their way into murals. After a long journey, reformists finally gained a
majority of votes, highlighting marginalized voices, and concepts such as religious democracy
provided an opportunity for the lower class to show their mettle.

Discussion

As mentioned, the three discourses of revolution, war, and construction, with the floating signifiers
of the leader, Shiite values, and authority, were articulated around the central signifiers of collective
action, the export of the revolution, and the legitimacy of the system. However, with the
introduction of reforms into the country's political arena, a new discourse emerged in the mural,
which is analyzed in the following using the method of Laclau and Mouffe.
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Conclusion

The major political developments that began with the revolution affected all areas of art, including
mural painting. As before the beginning of the reform period, three major developments in mural
painting during the revolution, war, and construction can be distinguished from each other. The
search for identity in the field of art was discussed at the end of the construction period to discover
new forms of independent national-Islamic art, but its results were borne out in the reform period.
The present study, using the discourse analysis method, achieved results in response to the research
questions. As factors such as the revision of the rules of the Beautification Organization as the
custodian of urban landscape design and implementation, distance from formal restrictions and
pluralism in form, style, and content due to the proximity of the reforms to liberal thinking, and
semantic changes in signifiers under the political outcome of the reforms such as religious
democracy, pluralism, Iranian civilization, and flexibility, alienated previous discourses and created
an atmosphere of hostility. Some of the signifiers with marginalized meanings, such as "image and
role of the people"”, "ideology", "industry", "calligraphy”, "symbols and signs", "national heroes",
"national elements", "painting”, as well as new signifiers such as "epic themes", "Iranian customs",
"unusual materials" and "abstract forms" in mural painting, were removed from the discoutse area
by the new semantic system and then highlighted and articulated in the form of time, around the
central signifier of "national identity" which was organized around the two concepts of Iranianness
and Islamism. Also, semantic signifiers opposed to the new semantic system, as well as the specific
signifiers of previous discourses such as war, Palestine and Islamic countries and revolutionary
values, were brought to a standstill in the discourse area by means of marginalization. Then, the
empty signifier of "Iranian-Islamic national identity" by conflating nationality and Islam brought a
large number of marginalized voices onto the stage and freed them from the myth-making
discourse. The qualitative and quantitative growth of Tehran's mural painting, the acceptance of
the foundations of Western art not as a threat and identity crisis but as a tool for beautifying the
environment in a scientific way, the growth of creativity in style, content, and materials due to
increased individual freedoms and reduced official restrictions, and the entry of specialists,
especially academics, into the field of mural painting are among the outcomes of this discourse.
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Figure 2. Murals in Tehran in the discourse of war: A) ) Mural painting from the war petiod. By Asghar Kafshchian
Moghadam. Gorgan 1983. December 1998. ( Kafshchian Moghadam. 2006. B) Mural painting from the war petiod. The
theme is helping the front. The wotk of Hani Bal-e-Khas. (Javidan Sacipour. 2013. C) Wat-era mural. Modates
Highway. Ghadhbanpour 2010. D) War-era mural. (' Tehran Beautification Organization Archives. E) ) War-era mural.
Part of the work. By Niloufar Ghaderinejad. 1970. F) War-era mural. Yazgarah Modares. ( Ghadhbanpour 1990
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Table 2. Discoutse construction in the discourse of construction murals (Mobasherzadegan et al., 1400: 13-16
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Murals before 1997, Sheikh Fadlallah Highway, Haft Tir Square, Khaled Islambouli's Face (' Tehran Beautification
Organization Archives)
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Figure 4. Significant difference in the floating signifier of ideology in the two semantic systems of the

discourse of national identity in murals and competing discourses
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Figure 5. Significant difference in the floating signifier of industry in the two semantic systems of the
discourse of national identity in murals and competing discourses
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Murals after 1997, Mohammad Fadaei, Jalil Rasouli, Abbas Nasel Shamloo.
(Tehran Beautification Organization Archives)

e» d.

(6 il olosts 963)) (QLobtel 3t St cropbe o531 fisioho St 5o s Obsi) WYF Jlo 51 8 ()l (slo o3l
Murals before 1997 (Basij Highway. Face of Martyr Momeni, Modares Highway. Face of Martyr Abshenasan) (
(Tehran Beautification Organization Archives

SloleisS g (o)led ol > o cogn latiS olime pllss 93 )3 mgidsd Holis 1> (o)boline cigles S JSWG
)

Figure 6. Significant difference of the floating signifier of calligraphy in the two semantic systems of the
discourse of national identity in murals and competing discourses
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Murals after 1997, Rezvan Sadeghzadeh, .Niyaesh Highway.
(Tehran Beautification Organization Archives)
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Figure 7. Significant difference of floating signifiers of symbols and signs in two semantic systems of
national identity discourse in murals and competing discourses
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Figure 8. Significant difference in the floating signifier of national heroes in the two semantic systems of the
discourse of national identity in murals and competing discourses
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Figure 9. Significant difference in the floating signifier of national heroes in the two semantic systems of the
discourse of national identity in murals and competing discourses
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Figurel0. Significant difference in the floating signifier of painting in the two semantic systems of the
discourse of national identity in murals and competing discourses
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Figure 11. Significant difference of floating signifiers of epic themes, Iranian customs, unusual materials,
abstraction in two semantic systems of national identity discourse in murals and competing discourses: A)
Murals before 1997 (Tehran Beautification Organization Archives). B)

Murals after 1997, Imam Ali Highway, Mahallati Highway. Mohsen Damandan. ( Tehran Beautification

Organization Archives)
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Table3. Floating signifiers of the discourse of national identity in Tehran murals and their implications in

previous discourses
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Figure 12. Two examples of murals from the last decade that demonstrate the official position of the
government using the discourse of national identity in the mural. (Myths of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh; The
factor of the enemy's defeat in cognitive warfare: 1404)
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Figurel3. General diagram of the discourse of national identity in murals based on Table 20
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