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Abstract

The carpets of western and southwestern Afghanistan—particularly those produced in Herat, Farah, Nimroz,
Badghis, Ghor, and Helmand—represent some of the most distinguished expressions of Afghan folk art.
These regions, situated along the border with Iran and within the broader cultural sphere of historic
Khorasan, have long been inhabited by diverse ethnic and tribal groups such as the Baluch, Taimuri, Abdali,
and Safi, each maintaining distinctive weaving traditions. This study examines the artistic, aesthetic, and
symbolic dimensions of carpets from these provinces, seeking to uncover the visual and cultural layers
embedded in their designs. Using a descriptive—analytical approach based on field observation and archival
study, seventeen authentic carpets produced over the past seventy years were analyzed. The findings show
that these carpets can be categorized into three main types: Baluchi carpets, characterized by dense geometric
patterns and dark palettes; War carpets, integrating military motifs such as tanks, guns, and helicopters into
traditional compositions; and Pictorial carpets, which depict human figures and devotional imagery. These
categories reveal the coexistence of tradition and innovation within the weaving culture of the region,
reflecting both the endurance of nomadic symbolism and the impact of contemporary socio-political realities.
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Introduction

Carpet weaving in Afghanistan stands as one of the most enduring and expressive forms of
traditional art, deeply rooted in the cultural, economic, and spiritual life of the nation. In the western
and southwestern provinces—Herat, Farah, Nimroz, Badghis, Ghor, and Helmand—this craft
transcends mere functionality, serving as a visual record of social identity and collective memory.
Situated at the intersection of Central and South Asia, these regions have historically been a
crossroads of migration, trade, and cultural exchange. The proximity of these provinces to Iran and
their shared heritage within the cultural sphere of ancient Khorasan have profoundly influenced
local weaving aesthetics. Each ethnic group—Baluch, Taimuri, Abdali, and others—has
contributed to the region’s stylistic diversity, embedding tribal symbols and beliefs within
geometric, plant, animal, and human motifs. The combination of these forms, together with the
effects of war, displacement, and economic struggle, has produced carpets that act as both cultural
artifacts and anthropological documents. While Afghan carpets have received global attention as
commodities, scholarly research has tended to emphasize their economic value, production
techniques, or war imagery, often neglecting their formal, symbolic, and aesthetic dimensions.
Moreover, decades of political instability and limited field access have constrained the development
of systematic studies on the visual culture of Afghan textiles. This research seeks to fill that gap by
analyzing the design structures and symbolic vocabulary of carpets from western and southwestern
Afghanistan, addressing how traditional forms have adapted to modern realities.

Materials and Methods

This study employs a descriptive—analytical methodology combining qualitative fieldwork, visual
analysis, and comparative literature review. Seventeen representative carpets produced between
1950 and 2020 were selected from private collections and museum archives in Herat, Farah, and
Kabul. Data Collection was done through visual inspection, photography, and interviews with local
weavers were conducted to document technical features, motifs, and contextual information. The
motifs were classified according to their structural composition (geometric, vegetal, animal, human)
and symbolic function (ritual, decorative, documentary). Formal analysis focused on line, symmetry,
and composition, while contextual interpretation drew upon ethnographic and historical sources
(Sistani, 1991; Spooner, 2011).

The research area covers six provinces in western and southwestern Afghanistan. These include
Herat, the historical hub of artistic production; Badghis, known for mountainous pastures and
strong tribal traditions; Farah and Nimroz, where Baluchi communities dominate weaving; Ghor,
a highland region with ancient textile history; and Helmand, whose patterns often reference the
symbolism of the Helmand River and its surrounding oases.

Results

Classification of Carpet Types

Table 1. The visual and structural analysis identified three dominant categories of carpets in the study area:

Type Visual Characteristics Dominant Motifs Symbolic Associations
Baluchi Dense geomettric layout; predominantly dark ~ Hooked lozenges, stepped Nomadic resilience,
Carpets brown, indigo, and crimson tones; small- medallions, stylized trees protection, fertility

scale repetition

War Incorporation of weapons and military Tanks, rifles, helicopters Response to war;
Carpets vehicles within traditional layouts combined with flowers or  coexistence of trauma and

animals tradition
Pictorial Figural representations and narrative scenes; ~ Human portraits, shrines, Devotion, memory,
Carpets naturalistic color use calligraphic panels personal and tribal identity
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Common Motifs and Structural Patterns
Several recurring motifs appear across all categories:

e “PaMorghi” (Star or Foot-of-Bird): Repeated cross-shaped form used along borders, creating
rhythmic continuity.

e “Parwana” (Butterfly): Two conjoined triangles symbolizing beauty and transformation.

e “Morgh-e-Joft” (Paired Birds): Symmetrical birds sharing a central axis, signifying harmony
and marital unity.

e “Abroye Arosi” (Bridal Eyebrow): Wave-like lines placed in rhythmic succession, denoting
femininity and aesthetic grace.

e “Kheshtah” (Panel or Tile): Square or lozenge shapes filled with floral units, reinforcing spatial
order.

These motifs demonstrate both formal discipline—through symmetry and repetition—and symbolic
depth, reflecting concepts of life, continuity, and divine protection.

Discussion

The carpets of western and southwestern Afghanistan represent a complex synthesis of tradition,
cultural memory, and historical experience. Far from functioning merely as utilitarian or decorative
objects, these textiles operate as visual texts through which communities articulate identity, belief
systems, and responses to social change. The analysis of patterns and motifs demonstrates that carpet
weaving in this region is deeply embedded in collective memory and symbolic thought.

A defining characteristic of these carpets is their commitment to continuity and ancestral symbolism.
The geometric order, symmetry, and rhythmic repetition found particularly in Baluchi and tribal
weavings reflect a worldview grounded in balance, stability, and cosmological order. Dark chromatic
palettes—dominated by indigo, brown, and deep red—resonate with the arid landscape and nomadic
heritage of the region while conveying endurance and restraint. Motifs such as stars, paired birds, and
the “bridal eyebrow” function not merely as decorative elements but as mnemonic devices that
transmit cultural meanings across generations, preserving visual languages that predate modern political
boundaries.

At the same time, Afghan carpet art demonstrates a remarkable capacity for adaptation. The emergence
of war carpets from the late twentieth century marks a critical transformation in which traditional
design systems absorb contemporary realities. In carpets produced in areas such as Herat and Farah,
images of tanks, helicopters, and firearms are integrated into established geometric frameworks of
medallions and borders. This juxtaposition does not celebrate violence; rather, it translates collective
trauma into patterned form. Through this process, the carpet becomes a medium for negotiating
memory, allowing weavers to domesticate disruptive expetiences within familiar visual structures.
Pictorial carpets from regions such as Adreskand and Eradat representa further stage in this evolution.
By incorporating human figures, faces, and sacred architectural elements, these works move beyond
abstract symbolism toward narrative and representational imagery. This shift reflects an increasing
personalization of artistic expression and suggests changing social conditions, including greater
exposure to urban environments, religious devotion, and diasporic influences. While still grounded in
tradition, these carpets signal an expanded visual vocabulary and a more individualized mode of
storytelling,

Symbolism remains central across all categories. Birds evoke freedom and spiritual transcendence; trees
signify continuity and regeneration; stars embody divine order and protection. Even modern motifs
associated with warfare acquire symbolic resonance when woven into traditional compositional
systems. The persistence of geometric discipline within these hybrid designs reflects a belief in the
stabilizing and restorative power of structure—an aesthetic response to instability that grants Afghan
carpets both visual coherence and spiritual depth.

The act of weaving itself holds anthropological significance. Primarily undertaken by women, carpet
production is a communal and gendered practice through which oral traditions, rituals, and emotional
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experiences are materialized. Each carpet encodes a dialogue between individual expression and
collective norms, transforming personal memory into shared cultural form. Through choices of motif,
color, and rhythm, weavers embed lived experience within inherited visual systems.

Ultimately, the carpets of western and southwestern Afghanistan function as woven archives of
resilience. Their evolving iconography reflects both the endurance of traditional knowledge and the
ability of artisans to respond creatively to historical upheaval. By integrating contemporatry realities into
enduring visual frameworks, these carpets continuously renew cultural heritage rather than merely
preserving it.

Conclusion

The carpets of western and southwestern Afghanistan embody the resilience and adaptability of
Afghan cultural expression. Through intricate relationships between geometry, color, and symbolism,
they document the interplay of tradition, modernity, and conflict. This study demonstrates that such
carpets function as visual archives that record collective memory and social transformation.

Baluchi carpets sustain ancestral formal systems; war carpets translate experiences of violence and
displacement into patterned narratives; pictorial carpets articulate more personal and devotional
dimensions of identity. Together, these categories reveal weaving as a mode of cultural storytelling and
symbolic resistance. Given ongoing social and political change, the documentation and scholarly
analysis of these textiles are essential for understanding Afghanistan’s living heritage. Future
interdisciplinary research combining ethnography, visual semiotics, and digital archiving can further
lluminate how Afghan weavers continue to negotiate identity, memory, and creativity through the
loom.
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2 D9 9 0pE 1 S 0 el g GLuilad] 0 (S JB bl -0
292 98 cpl el g Simh )3 Gros (o) (ludlidl uod liao (i 9 2RSS e BB
sl 081y ) 5 o g dlgo (S i | g BB £55 b e (bl sl

oo ool o iz 8¢ ] g i i e 0] b JB Lo o o g
S 5 Wb 5055 JB s ol Sy o5 355 a5 Jns (1 i 5o sl Sy S 0 5 55
355 5 ol e (loed 5 (S 098 0,5 SlaSy i 5 JS & g yno 0kig S5 i slag o 3l odlizl a5l
SLJB yiou cpl 3 &S (oo ylia) 35750 (Y «(Parsons, 1983, p. 28)aiS oo Wyl b JB -l aJes 1) ool i Siali 5 S5
9 oelS 5 o JB S )3 g ey s g Sl Bsos g o 05 o plodl > €l Copgo 4y 5 (B S5 ) B b st
B 5 cplte b ol JB gy B ol 5 ol bl licos o )b (Yol Vb sy 6 oMk
kel Q] Ol g Cmino 59 pYel Billao &' (08 (2l (¥ g (Ibid, p32) 45 0 M gt () slocaS 5
JSA5) (Afghanistan's national export strategy development biography, 2014: 7) &bl oo tiuslad] 3 Gl JB g5 3570
(Y

9295 3 e whd Sl Sb¥y Jold (il 0pf g g o) (G0351S o3gae oy (xl IS yed
(Y JSS) i oy oV Cuenl 5 Y & bl (pl .l tiala

5535 e 1w s 5 (Sin Al Ko s 5 6 Sl iy 0l ol 5 s o5

Skl o5 Mg )3 (ogid plS 5 &l (g0350 S g plsfl oKl g s05 (il o sl b 9 L £
For o3 ) b Slagyb Mo > SLL Glagsb 5l by el «b¥y cpl 3 3505 () Joi) S5 i
gl el soly oLl

& e i 9 Glld (sailaio og4) lpl b (2 g g 05%) i ol Slsren 1 Simd Jlie il
S gyl s g dumlio ISl dlate () g2 ol 005 Cly SlacSiS5 g (5,55 dagbo )3 Mo (53 5
S (o wal3 ) gbma

Yoo |\\:.\c 9 D)Lo.w ‘W Jl.w c‘_;onI &L.»o le.b).:.b


https://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-409-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.2.409

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.2.409 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 16:25 +0330 on Wednesday June 10th 2026

o useal
b v~ BhoGHE
{ Qalah-ye Now
e Herat - Cfng\';l:hqrﬁr. §
e V- : —— ”
HERAT i
/ & J (‘;\
ol .
ll"\ Fardfie FARAH |
Js ).c.u_l Lashkarg L m_
| - GBh »
JJ-Earari o L
/1 | NIMROZ _
I
HELMAND
Sl

Olilidl o8l Lol slaojes Y IS

- . 29 Jled oasl (g ol S5, [ By goridl By ey )
Ol C 2 Csix 5 ot Y Y U8

Napprondy 19295 55550 o3l o1y e 51 35 Jlad
Figure 3. Western and southwestern b godly
provinces of Afghanistan (Mappr. n.d) Figure 2. Main Weaving Regions of Afghanistan Red:

East / Blue: North and Northeast / Green: Center /
Yellow: Western Regions

Olulad! 4> AL JB o Y0
legits > ol 3> 2l Loodlails 5yt 5o Loy g 99 o iy  Solgils 9 odp0 (s gy udlidl > 3L JB
AYAY Laclg) ol 0 Jatio o0 Jus 4y s 1 oS 2945 0 Coguimo (it lyuo I i oSl )b (oolaidl (gais

b JB Camiao gy ol yod lold (sl wis 5 38 b lisilad] g )l oS 4568 lads il il ol 5 Bros (gNgn oy oy
S S i a8 () 4 iyt dod (gla JB &S Sl )5 s o (gl i8] it (gl JB 5 e (5, S
Slapdy | 50> godes (i 9 8)S (0 Oygo (AL Sy sl g Glomes Sldg Ao Ve 390 (655 ) ]
g Ll (B JSKB) Cuol 0 guly 30 (990 (sl jl odlinl 43 (gl L o (¥ JS5) Wi o il 381 gl l> yy i
S5 i b (ol ot (B (SAa S § (S o B o 4y g il o | il cla JB 5t o o
i el ol laslid] e gt g ot g 59 03l Y g 5 Lol 45l S5 Sl (SR o VAT d )

i Jel


https://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-409-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.2.409

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.2.409 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 16:25 +0330 on Wednesday June 10th 2026

iitits

I eabas b o Sliaslsdl gonisl b5 & JSwo
(Shafaqna Afghanistan, 2024) a8l

8508 )1 (59y p cdl S o Sliuilidl 45 .0 JSwJ
(Deutsche Welle.. n.d)

Figure 5. Afghan women weaving on a vertical loom Figure 4. Afghan women weavers adjusting a
(Deutsche Welle.. n.d) horizontal carpet loom (Shafagna Afghanistan,
2024)

b JB g5 JSWS p limlid] gla ool )16 Wil -0

A cos]) s o) (ool age 1S oo (sl el g laSizr o8 a3 o s il (S JB Y5 2ig, oy
OBBL jlad 45 (ol (S (gl )3 el (Jb JB (1S a1 (g (g bj (55 SIS & aSL winls )8
(Parsons, 1983, p. 5,8 sbx! - luwlsd] (gla JB& Cli)gi 1 wguoro Cdl S S 5 oty Ao gl dlgo ) wyiawd 13 (g0 o
g o 4Bl (S clo JB Jyie b oS o JB Jlofb (ghisS el 5 sl (gl 0 (s ol o Sl (2l 1169)
25 st 0 3 ol (Sladiged (s Cud Ktz S4B 51 e polie b St (268 oS dn JB ol Lol (S
doaibians cpl > cuils 363 31y S8y s (lacudly 9 Cmw il 5 olaailis 1l lon 5l g dal s zob bld o
59 9 5 oo oy 9 SIS 35Sl S Sl 6 gl b i (ol b dizaiy (ypred SpudlS sladlo i
U5 9 Qdlidl Bb JB yio (6 pyBlan] (gorind i @Bly 3 ¢ 59555 pl (Ibid, p.169) €8S JSb (pgi (s g Caly)
OB (gl bl Sl GBS 5 Sy (slngy 29y L e (S8 St (g0 28 s 3L 0
oyt b 363 o cadd] gy olad g a5 asloile Fd b Sb B & b was e oSuinly (claoe) &
&y Jaie 5 (Mascelloni, 2009, p4) 43S iy glsy (65503 S g0 4 g 00 Siss Bdos b JB )b A5 s b o
& JB cpsled 5 G 0SS ] o8 (el tcandls (8 JB i ol o i iy ST i ]y 2 o)
BBl &S Sloj 9,5 o VAVA Jloo 3 1L 1) (U8l K> (clo JB slisio ( S5 pgbot A5 5 35 (29 9 Mitane (63,58
b Ll 31 B3l a5t s ol NS g @y o ol g Si e sl (oS U098 B3k sl
oy il €unglio yod o6 1y ] lgi o & el 3L JB i ) plote S yoals 4 aSh gy liailidl eloss)
ol s Bl g s JB3gy 4,6 51y ol dags, 09,5 soseld cloay a5

Olmilid] 58 wgia g oyf o JB .00

Sl JB Jolis Lol 095 dus 51, o i s 5l Yoy (6 pSiady 55 3l liadlidl o ogiz 5 0 clo JE 2 ko
Sy g eloind ((Fu)b Glyia )3 ooy )S cpl I So e (F JSE) 55 guindind gl cla S g S slo JB 25k
ladlaio (lodpe (83 g (s Ll | (L g $98 0 4Bl g 485 JS Solite

2o & Cunsd bl (p] )3 (b sl JB 8L (] ondish 3blia Lol g jgpes (2l pglre > 4 e al
QU] sl 3 018Ny 90 4 5 S & powge Sl JB )1 650k gly) QL] ()8 Cgi 5 (2F i
550 SlygiS > o din (38l oo o JB g5l WL (il (Sl b gl Bl e (S 3 0T
ol g s akab a5 (S ela JB bl 585 o (sobd (giised i 035 08l AT el 48 oo s 551 el
(Eiland & Filand, 1998, p.185) €Wlodg) 93 3¢5 ‘yojpw 3l 45 Wlods aidl Jl s loe Cuwd 4y 5 Ki 4y STy 5> baaiblicund
4 8l o galaio by oo gl 3l G |y o Jgised 5 355 0 S8 polee slaaiBlicuns o > el gyl
ol ) b JB plo e y3 ciploio ool g (6,5ks 9 pdles sy I o )0y05p Wb 4 (g gl (cla JB 30l jlod


https://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-409-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.2.409

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.2.409 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 16:25 +0330 on Wednesday June 10th 2026

(500 Ngu5 o pomunctl NS 3 ¢y 9ul (gl JB gl (g pguas slo JB (i gy sla JB gad Ly du 3¢5 09,5
g o o a3 B (5050 Ygnme o J8 s b 1] o 5 oo 1) (sl JB 3l o
@ Ol bl (S005 s 4) R0d (gaw jl g o aibly iz bl ) 0diSTy Gjge 4 (I slaciuasid 4 Cuws
&5 o) b g o )b 3bbe cnl 3 ik 4 pgwge sla JB 3 e 1S pdl (g9 slo JB el (Byb Jloib Al
gt SdisS sige CLS (Sl e oaddl (Gizmndtl o Finek (N Ji2) 350 &l s QB ik (25 2 o JB
ol 53 b1 cnl slotal g (B lppo ey oo e (6t oSk 0l 0 ol B 1y il o gl 5 08 (sl JB
(o) Y ei b1y 058 ol diadlyy lianilad] 1 8L JB (gdis 10> i 4368 &S A g0 (Ui yitren (gludind pl LS o
PIHS (i ol (20 y sliogle (ke Sl (S Olgisdr (lizmen 9 88 B jle (K S porCin g (o3 (slaygly dn S

b

5o

Ko s g

— Sy @l g g

Obudlidl 8 Cgia 9 0 pE s
1

Ol 6 gz 5 (6 S JB b st T YK
Figure 6. Classification of Western and Southwestern Afghan Carpet Designs

Ol 02 w5 o) ) (BLJB laciw 5 pldlie (SaSTn ) Jgse

Table 1. Geographical distribution and carpet weaving styles in western and southwestern Afghanistan

Al JB w9 g9 cdl sl adbaio b Liwg, e (¥ g) il
QS0 (6 pgar sla JB RVLOWINY (g amw) 258 yas
Srya g w3l s pgai sla J6 . ‘ :
; oS 9 (S bl Sl bl Obose .
ual)l ul)m
5 g ol 5 gl JB
ERFE ’6’:@6 e SN 5,35 | sl
S )
Sz g szsk sl JB ask &5, 99y
byl s pgai sla JB - Spbw S5 [ olSaxls ol,8
S yol (5 pgad sla JU S Glodos> bl 6
ok sl J6 - & o
=z « . . 29
Sz sl JB - 9, M [ jgmilie
Aol (g el sl JB e 5 5 peSol Blbl giaxld omtols
Gryd 5 Sz sl o JB . , . .
o 095 | Sy 9 o) (Oly722) 095 5908 Bl
—ol)
> g ok sl JB S ¢ leal S5 o5, RCONTY



https://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-409-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.2.409

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.2.409 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 16:25 +0330 on Wednesday June 10th 2026

Obmilzdl ook sla JB.T-0

Slooygd 5 il o Jod 4y 5988 ol 3 sl pldl (i 5 gyip (sloogls (ninge | (S pluslidl 2ol (slo JB
5 548t 58 5 550 ki 5 LE1 S sl i il o g B 5 sloesS (b e
SH8L p plete e (65 S5 g ol (bl 5 (loiad Ll b ol o (LS el jgd 38 oo (S5 e
3o il o 552 4 i sl S5 21y Sl By g s S IS8l L S 03
Al Jozron 3blio (e 6y g (St yh ol (goxiad il & gyl il dggcdi landiges (S 3 35l B Jlod o
295 JB > S g0 20 o5 bl o s g ] JSeite logas (adid] 2ol o JB (S (slacals s9g L
b oty gl sbly  logas I JB oyl Jbls 155 sttt ulB 59 (e S5 o lidy ko 5 g (A ¥ S2) Sigih oo
Sy 4 Ul;9 0393 oy > 3l D9 ol A8l (65 i plScinl g 0 03l Hlgd U)yodo\fw & Cul b 2l K,
3 2y @ Sl odlitl eyl g S (gladigel (B )3 A (0 spee oS e Sk 9 5 2980 Sl (S L (2l
03j & Caows Y%’“’ 5039 oyt g5 5l JB pl 1 e 0,8 (w038 pipliio 5 yodyuid |y )l &S 395 0 oamliie
yolis (S 98 o Cugl 32 590l el 5l b eplyd JliSl Cer g Ml o <55 £ I IneiBlitns (ol (o 95 oo
sle ey 457 2905 0 il )] plag b b e 9555 oo )3 by el ) i o ol 55 b g da JB ol o cpoles
Sl 5,5 o o ol (S 0355 ot cfipan ol ash o JB Sy i ] g e 451D S5 g
YAV (oo €l Sl ol & hlu S 9 A8 (o 3 005 coge (S (e g Cunl 05 Loges I JB 1)) ()
0Pl (Bld ol 39> mnen g dllaie (b (l3S) who (ol Ll I UL 05 oSSy 4 LS (V00
A3 e g 5 398200 9 gy Sl 2 ]) S5 Bes g (ol o el ol daal>

Figure 8. Balochi carpet/ Texture atea: Figure 7. Balochi carpet / Texture
Helmand area: Nimroz

Oluwladl S sla JB V-0

ool S (slodles g el ey o] o 35505 45 3955 o (5l ot ] oo S & (iaslidl S (gl JB
(o 5 I (Sl S g sy ol o JB ol 3 g Sl (giluaizmo b Sl (gibycaly) s Sl
S als (JB (Ble> b (e > (el g (putin 3L > CLI 5 0dig B ) ST Cpgo 4y ol sl 03 9 s
5 ool o305 288 Ll S o )5 tin b g AU (o 5585 S > Ygoma pslie oyl (W 51+ & )
Sl olgy S

i) 5SS ¢l 45 Lino (& £ile o iy alaie (S JB o, (slacins & (lizmes Si lo JB gy s L5
w0 5 oo il i &Sl il S aliats 8095 () 3 Koz 39 aio a3 153l (2S5 5 itn
P (K dl g cad Doyt (pSlyiel g cpoled ke B cul (pline jb culpls 29 e 2ol 0gefg) (S5 ar 3
S polie gall w9 S ol (plolis (Lol Jone 39 g0 (A (s popans ol 3> BT 5 (2ol cpagd 3 ool ]
ool (g Colyy B g peo sl é


https://jih-tabriziau.ir/article-1-409-en.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.61882/jic.9.2.409

[ DOI: 10.61882/jic.9.2.409 ]

Downloaded from jih-tabriziau.ir at 16:25 +0330 on Wednesday June 10th 2026

) — Y SN

B0 v ArGranisTa  TROWNE

el Si> JB LYY JSS sl ol Six JB LY ¢ JSWS ol Sis JB A JSUS
(Spooner. 2011: 15) (Bonyhady et al. 2003: 6) (Bonyhady et al. 2003: 5)
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et al., 2003: 27) (Spooner 2011. 19)
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Shn sl sadlate (gl gl 5 ol Figure 16. Iradat pictorial carpet,

Figure 17. Iradat pictorial carpet, image depicting
of Amanullah Khan with secondary Shah Ahmad Massoud (Spooner. 2011:
images of a rifle, tank, and helicopter 13)
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Table 2. Interpretation of images of general motifs in carpets of western and southwestern Afghanistan
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Table 3. Images of specific motifs in carpets of western and southwestern Afghanistan
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Figure 23. Afghan war pictorial carpet with realistic
clements (Bonyhady et al. 2003: 29)
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