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Abstract

The diversity and advancement in the execution of brickwork, stucco, and tilework ornaments generally
occurred in the Islamic medieval centuries, patticularly during the Seljuk and Ilkhanid periods. The presence
of various geometric, vegetal, eslimi, and epigraphic designs, either individually or in combination, in the
fabric of different religious and non-religious buildings from these eras attests to this claim. The Jameh
Mosque of Haftshoyeh is among the important buildings of the Islamic medieval centuries for which a
cohesive study on the typology of its ornaments has not yet been conducted. Therefore, the present research
endeavors to address the typology of its architectural ornaments by utilizing written heritage, on-site visits
for documentation, photography, and design of the ornaments, and comparative studies with similar
examples. The main research question is: 1. Into how many types can the architectural arrays of the Jameh
Mosque of Haftshoyeh be divided, and how can their chronology be explained based on comparative studies?
The research findings indicate that tilework (five types), brickwork (three types), and stucco (six types)
constitute the majority of the mosque’s decorations. Based on comparative studies with similar examples,
their dating is generally attributed to the Ilkhanid period, with some instances, such as certain brickwork
examples, belonging to the Seljuk period, and some tilework examples to the Safavid period.
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Introduction

Studying the buildings of the Islamic period is not possible without understanding their
architectural ornaments. Among these, the importance of architectural decoration in identifying
buildings is so great that certain decorative elements—given their favorable conditions for growth
and development—are recognized as defining ornamental characteristics of that petiod. The middle
Islamic centuries, especially the Seljuk and Ilkhanid periods, provided a suitable context for the
flourishing of many architectural ornaments, including various forms of brickwork and stucco
decoration. One of the important regions in the northeast of Isfahan during the Seljuk and Ilkhanid
periods was the Qohab district (Honarfar, 1965: 322). The Jameh Mosque of Haftshoyeh, as its
representative monument, played a significant role in showcasing and diversifying the architectural
ornaments of that period. Therefore, the present study aims to classify the various types of
architectural ornaments in the Jameh Mosque of Haftshoyeh and to establish their chronology
through field investigations, the use of written sources, and comparative studies. Given the diversity
of the mosque’s architectural decorations, it appears that the ornamentation was completed over
several phases. The variety of brickwork, tilework, and stucco designs indicates the significance of
the monument within the historical context of its construction and its central role in the cultural
and artistic dynamics of the region under study. Consequently, a typology and chronological
analysis of the architectural ornaments of the Jameh Mosque of Haftshoyeh—based on
comparative research—has not been conducted in any previous study, making the present work
one of the first efforts in this field. Therefore, the important research question of the present study
is: 1. Into how many types are the architectural ornaments of the Jameh Mosque of Haftshoyeh
divided, and how is their chronology elucidated based on comparative studies?

Materials and Methods

The method of the study is descriptive-analytical, with a comparative approach. In this regard, in
addition to conducting field activities, written sources (historical reports and research conducted)
have also been used to achieve cohesive analyses.

Results

The most important architectural ornaments of the Jameh Mosque of Haftshoyeh have been
tilework, brickwork, and stucco work. Each of these ornaments is divided into several valuable
types; five types of tiles including Narreh, Moa'raq, L oab-Paran, Lajevardi, and Haft-Rang; three types
of brickwork including geometric brick designs, bricklaying lines (Ma gali), brick-embedded gypsum
balls (toopi-e gachi-ye tah-ajori), and stamp-like motifs; and six types of stucco work including relief
stucco, latticed stucco, high-relief stucco (Berheshteh), quasi-architectural brick-like stucco, colored
stucco, and gypsum inscription work constitute the main ornaments of the mosque.

Discussion

The absence of even a single dated inscription in the Jameh Mosque of Haftshoyeh has doubled
the importance of its architectural ornaments and physical elements for dating its various sections.
The style and method used in the architectural ornaments generally reveal a construction date
within the medieval centuries; however, by undertaking a typological classification of the
ornaments, it becomes possible to more accurately examine the changes made and to investigate
additions or the process of their completion in each part of the mosque. Based on the conducted
typology, the time frame from the Seljuk to the Safavid periods is proposed for the construction of
the Jameh Mosque of Haftshoyeh. Diverse types of brickwork, tilework, and stucco decoration are
identifiable on parts of the mosque’s interior or exterior facades. Unfortunately, most of the
information obtained about types of the studied tiles was found scattered in the mosque’s
courtyard, with no knowledge of their original locations within the structure. Nonetheless, five
important types of tiles were identified in the Jameh Mosque of Haftshoyeh: Narreh (brick-like)
tiles, Moa’raq (mosaic), Loab-Paran (glazed), Lajevardi (lapis lazuli), and Haf#-Rang (seven-color).
Considering the variety of the tiles, it appears they were employed in decorating different parts of
the mosque during the period from the early Ilkhanid to the eatly Safavid periods. Among these,
based on similar examples and comparative studies, the Narreh tiles are attributed to the early
Ilkhanid period (7th century AH), the Moa’raq tiles to the Seljuk and Ilkhanid periods, the Loab-
Paran and Lajevardi tiles to the late Ilkhanid period (8th century AH), and the Haf-Rang tiles, though
few in number, are associated with additions and restorations after the Ilkhanid period, likely dating
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to the late Timurid and early Safavid periods. The [oab-Paran tile examples in the Jameh Mosque
of Haftshoyeh bear a striking resemblance to the Loab-Paran tiles of the Kabud Mosque of
Maragheh, the Ghaffariyeh Dome of Maragheh, and the Soltaniyeh Dome. The variety of brick
decorations in the mosque was slightly compared to tilework and stucco. Based on a comparative
study, the basket-weave brickwork and the brick ornamentation of the northern iwan’s pier, and
the Muqarnas of the southern iwan, are likely from the late Seljuk period? Or the early Ilkhanid
period? The geometric, floral, inscription, and ‘toopi-e gachi-ye tah-ajori’ designs in the eastern part
of the large pier of the entrance to the dome chamber are related to the Ilkhanid period. Among
these, the samples of gypsum balls ‘toopi-e gachi’ from the tomb of Pir-e Bakran, the Jameh
Mosque of Oshtorjan, and the Soltaniyeh Dome bear a very strong resemblance to the examples
in the Jameh Mosque of Haftshoyeh.

Conclusion

The remains of the Jameh Mosque of Haftshoyeh indicate its grandeur in the Islamic Middle Ages
in the Qohab region and northeastern Isfahan. The presence of five types of tilework, three types
of brickwork, and six types of stucco work from the Seljuk, llkhanid, Timurid, and Safavid periods
further emphasizes the mosque’s importance. Among these, the Ilkhanid period’s role in the
mosque’s development and dynamism, considering the variety of architectural decorations,
especially its valuable tilework and stucco evidence in the mihrab, has been more significant than
other periods. Comparative studies place the level of tilework usage in the mosque at par with
important structures in Isfahan and northwestern Iran during the 7th and 8th centuries AH.
However, in terms of brickwork, it was not contemporary with the Seljuk period buildings, nor
even with Ilkhanid buildings concurrent with the mosque’s construction. On the other hand,
comparative studies indicate that although the stucco work of the mihrab and the western alcove
of the dome chamber were executed at a simpler level compared to similar examples, the types of
Berbeshteh stucco, latticed (multi-layered), and pseudo-architectural brick stucco exhibit the greatest
similarity in style, form, and execution, first with the mihrab of the Pir Bakran mausoleum and then
with the mihrab of Oljeitu. In addition to the similarity of stucco methods and diverse es/ni designs
with Ilkhanid examples, the use of architectural Kufic inscriptions on the Seljuk period mihrabs
was less common, and the sag/’ (thyming couplet) of the Thuluth inscriptions of the Haftshoyeh
mihrab showed more resemblance to the Ilkhanid examples of the Pir Bakran mausoleum and the
Tomb of Sheikh Abdolsamad Isfahani in Natanz. The esémi designs such as dragon’s mouth,
elephantine (trunk-like), teardrop, almond-shaped, and especially spiral, alongside latticed
(hollowed) designs, were among the most important eskmi of the mihrab, showing the greatest
similarity to the examples from Pir Bakran, the mihrab of the Jameh Mosque of Oshtorjan, and the
mihrab of Oljeitu. Furthermore, the combination of the aforementioned motifs with gjdeb-kari is
one of the important features of Ilkhanid stucco work, giving the Haftshoyeh mihrab a space in
line with the growth and evolution of stucco in the Ilkhanid period.
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Figure 7. Narreh tile on the entrance porch of the dome chamber of the Figure 6. Remains of glazed tile decorations in the

Haftshoyeh (Razani & Heidati Babakamal, 2020: 61) courtyard of the Haftshoyeh (Razani & Heidari

Babakamal, 2020: 61)
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Figure 8. Combination of tile with brick? Or plaster? Hidden beneath later additions (Razani & Heidari
Babakamal, 2020: 62)
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Babakamal, 2020: 61)
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(Sahebgharani and Rezalo, with embossed mold patterns and probable
2024) gilding remnants at 60x magnification (Razani

and Heidati Babakamal, 2020: 65)
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Figure 20. Brick ornaments with Figure 19. Details of Gol-andaz Figure 18. Details of brick

Gol-andaz design in the outer motifs in the framing of the lower decorations known as simple mat

decorations of the Soltaniyeh Dome  part of the northern Iwan pier weaving pattern in the upper part

(Akbarian, 2014: 59) of the northern Iwan pier
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Figure 22. Combination of bricks (v v sl

and mosaic tiles in a geometric
pattern in the Soltaniyeh Dome

Figure 21. Inscription in Banna'i
(Akbaian, 2014: 59) gure 2 - eeipron p At

script including the combination
of bricks and brick-ended balls in
the southern iwan of Haftshoyeh
(Razani and Heidari Babakamal,
2020: 67)
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Table 1. Types of gypsum ball designs with brick-ended balls in Haftshoyeh Jameh Mosque and their similar
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Figure 25. Stamp-like motifs with a
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entrance arch of Pir Bakran Flggre 23. Gypsum stamp-like
Mausoleum (Hamzavi and Aslani, motifs on the body of one of the
2012: 186) internal iwan walls of the dome

chamber of Haftshoyeh (Razani and
Heidari Babakamal, 2020: 68)
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Figure 27. Arch of the western side of the dome chamber of Haftshoyeh (YAS

Mosque (Movahedi, 2021: 91) Figure 26. Mihrab of Haftshoyeh
Jameh Mosque (Valipour, 2006)
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Figure 33. Berheshteh stucco of the Figure 32. Betheshteh stucco of  Figure 31. Berheshteh stucco with floral
spandrel of the lower arch of the the spandrel of the lower arch and es/imi motifs of the Oljeitu mihrab

Haftshoyeh mihrab (Movahedi, 2021:  (second vault) of the Haftshoyeh  (Blair and Bloom, 2002: 237)
92). mihrab
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Figure 35. A section of the brick-like inscription (probably the Salawat

Kabirah) with a design similar to
brickwork patterns, Jame Mosque of
Haftshoyeh (Razani & Heidari
Babakamal, 2020: 69).

inscription (Salawat Kabirah) executed in
stucco Banna script on the northern part
of the eastern wall of the iwan of the
Pir-Bageran mausoleum, dating to the
Ilkhanid period (Shekofta & Salehi Kakhki,
2014).”
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Figure 36. The green color of the second niche-arch of the Haftshoyeh mihrab (Taqavinejad, 2017: 421).
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Figure 38. A line drawing of the Ayat al-Kurs Figure 37. The Ayat al-Kurs inscription in Thuluth
inscription on the outer margin of the forehead of the script on the outer margin of the forehead of the
Haftshoyeh mihrab (Movahedi, 2021: 118 Haftshoyeh mihrab
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Figure 39. Three inscriptions from the mihrab of Haftshoyeh in a single frame, arranged from top to
bottom: Ayat al-Kursi (Thuluth), Sarat al-Fatiha (Kufic Mu‘aqqad), and Verses 51 and 52 of Sirat Qalam
(Kufic Banna’i, simple).
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Figure 40. The inscription above the arch of the first niche with the phrase “La #aba illallah Mobammad
rasul Allak”’, and verses 18 and 19 of Sarat Al-'Imran on the arch of the niche of the first floor.
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Figure 41. Thuluth insctiption of Surat al-Tawhid on the margin of the niche in the eastern wall of the Pir-
e Bakran mausoleum (Shayan Mufard, 2011: 168
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Figure 42. The mihrab inscription of the mausoleum of Sheikh Abd ol-Samad Isfahani, Natanz
(Taqavinejad, 2017: 416)
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Figure 44. A portion of the details
of latticed stucco work with fan-
shaped ‘Ajdeh-kati’ designs in the
lower archway of the Haftshoyeh
mihrab (Movahedi, 1 4071\:r 142)
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Figure 45. Details of the dragon-mouth eslimi with ‘Ajdeh-kari’ design at the Imamzadeh
Rabia Khatoon, Oshtorjan (Tagavinejad, 2017: 483)
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Table 4. Types of eslimi patterns in the mihrab of the Haftshoyeh Jame* Mosque and similar samples
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